
COALITION NAME (drop down):   East Portland Neighborhood Office (EPNO)
Year: 2011-2012
Quarter (drop down): 1st Quarter

CATEGORY TOTALS
Participation

Number of Mtgs/Events 68
Number of Participants 14096
Number of Volunteers 446
Number of Volunteer Hours (event & organizing) 5335

Communication-General

Number of Communications Sent Out 26640
Number of People Reached 22,300

Communication--Electronic

Number of People Signed up on Listservs 1931
Number of Website Hits (unique) 4686
Number of Website Hits (total) 6242
Number of Facebook Contacts 0
Number of Twitter Contacts 0

Partnerships

Number of New Partnerships 0
Number of Ongoing Partnerships 13
Number of Completed Partnerships 17
% of Partnerships with Underengaged Groups 37%

Training

Number of Trainings/Workshops 4
Number of Participants 81

OPTIONAL--Community Contact/Support

Hours Providing Community Support opted out

ONI/COALITION/NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEM PERFORMANCE MEASURES

SUMMARY SHEET FOR QUARTERLY REPORTING 



ONI/COALITION/NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEM QUARTERLY REPORTING  
 

NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS IN  
CORE PROGRAM AREAS 

 
 
COALITION NAME: _______East Portland Neighborhood Office_______________________ 
 
Year:   ___2011-12__ 
 
Quarter (circle one): 1st (July-Sept)       2nd (Oct-Dec)       3rd (Jan to Mar)       4th (Apr to June) 
 
 
Describe highlights of the activities of your neighborhood coalition office in the core program 
areas of the grant agreement. The highlights can include description of activities and approaches 
used, materials developed, staff role, publicity and/or organizing model best practices, outcomes 
and any lessons learned in each area during the quarter, and photos and/or video in electronic 
format.  
 
The core program areas include: 

 strengthen community capacity;  
 increase the number and diversity of people involved;  
 foster networking and collaboration,  
 encourage and facilitate communication.  

 

 
Strengthen community capacity 
 
Lents Founders Day - 2011 
 
Lents Founder’s Day has been a long-standing event celebrating the heritage and history of the 
community.  This project sought to enhance the event by recognizing the changing diversity of 
the neighborhood and celebrating the pioneering spirit of everyone who makes Lents their home.  
This was an opportunity to bring neighbors together across cultures and share our commonalities 
and differences in a welcoming and respectful environment centered around fun, music, 
performances and food. 
 
Founder’s Day is comprised of two parts: the kick-off parade, and the celebration of our 
community.  Leading up to the day-of event, the planning group held many sessions in which we 
built on the historic foundations of the event and blended consultation from Colored Pencils and 
other community partners to effectively and authentically engage historically under-represented 
communities.  Approximately 20 volunteers participated in the planning stage of the event 
spanning from January 2011 to August 2011. 
 
The kick-off parade featured 25 different entries and was staffed by a team of five volunteers.   
At Lents Park, 35 tables representing diverse resources and community involvement 
opportunities welcomed attendees.  Food donations from five different international cuisines 
(Spice of Africa, El Pato Feliz, Ararat Bakery, New Copper Penny and MicroMercantes) were 
served by a tireless team of 10 volunteers.  The food line was nearly 200 people deep for four 
hours and everyone received free food.  Over 100 coupons for discounted meals at Cartlandia 
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were handed out to those waiting in line.  The performance stage featured 12 multi-cultural 
performances with traditional music, dress and dance selected with respect to the specific 
demographics of the community.  Raffle drawings were interspersed highlighting donations from 
many local businesses and organizations.  In order to enter the free raffle, participants signed up 
at the LNA information booth and shared their contact information with the outreach team from 
the neighborhood.  Over 150 new names and emails were collected for future outreach and 
events/activities.   
 
The event also featured a kids area with activities for several ages.  The event ended with a 
headlining band from the Summer Free For All and a showing from Movies in the Park. 
 
In total, estimates range from 1500 to 2500 participants over the course of the day.  This was a 
huge success for Lents and a step in the right direction as we blend equity and diversity into the 
work of our neighborhood association. 
 
 
Nine photos included 
 
 
Increase the number and diversity of people involved 
 
Know Your Neighbor, Building Confidence and Hope Project 
September 24, 2011 3-6 p.m. at the Heritage Green Apartments  
 
A diverse array of community partners, local institutions, and staff from the City of Portland 
were able to collaborate and share resources for immigrant and refugee communities and the 
public living at Heritage Green Apartments and surrounding areas in September. Community 
members, with help from the Office of Human Relations- New Portlander Programs, planned 
this event in order to respond to an incident that took place weeks prior, that endangered the 
safety of a family living in the Apartment complex. The purpose of the event was to increase 
public safety in the neighborhood, educate the public about helpful resources from the City of 
Portland and most importantly, to unite members of underserved communities living in East 
Portland. 
 
The event consisted of a talent show featuring cultural performances from various communities 
such as Bhutanese, Burmese, Karen, and Russian. There were also presentations from the Office 
of Crime Prevention, Girl’s Strength, and East Portland Neighborhood Office. Special Guest, 
Commissioner Amanda Fritz dropped by to acknowledge partners. The East Portland Police 
Precinct played an active role in providing police cars, motorcycles, horses and police officers to 
meet and greet with community members.  
 
Three photos included 
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Foster networking and collaboration 
 
Rosewood Activities, Summer 2011 
 
In December of 2010, an AmeriCorps Asset Based Community Development position was 
assigned to work with residents and business owners in the Centennial Community Association 
around SE 162nd Ave and Stark.  Another project centered in this area, Rosewood Initiative, was 
getting off the ground at the same time.  Rosewood efforts focused on increasing public safety 
through building a gathering place, Rosewood Café, and building partnerships with the 
community and law enforcement.  Through these two combined efforts, neighbors are now 
actively involved in creating a physical space in their own neighborhood as well as other 
activities that increase a sense of community and safety.   
 
During the summer of 2011, we held community events at the future site of Rosewood Café and 
throughout the neighborhood, capitalizing on the many existing resources available.  The 
activities were resident-driven and carried out in a way that brought more support for community 
improvements.  Building Rosewood Café as a collaborative effort has given neighbors a variety 
of opportunities for engaging in positive activity in their own neighborhood.  Community 
members planned two very successful fundraisers for the café, a car wash and scrap metal drive, 
both of which were held at Rosewood and brought the community together while raising money 
to continue the project.  Rosewood Design Team met weekly throughout the summer to make 
decisions about café construction, and in the process built great relationships with one another.  
Neighbors used the space informally all summer long, playing chess and hula hooping outside, 
holding ping-pong tournaments, getting to know one another, and planning future projects.  
Residents began to plan and implement their own events, such as a youth led slam poetry writing 
group.  Once a month we held a Rosewood Community meeting with partners including public 
safety agencies, faith organizations, business and property owners, non-profits, and many others 
to discuss safety and other topics.   
 
The activities and events that took place over the summer are proof that Asset Based Community 
Development and coalition building efforts are working.  People that have never been involved 
in neighborhood associations or other civic activities are engaged in projects that affect their own 
neighborhood and families directly.  Residents work together on self-initiated community 
building activities and have a local staff person to support them.  For Rosewood and Centennial 
Community Association, having this staff position dedicated to a small geographic area has been 
crucial in reaching and empowering underrepresented residents.  
 
One photo included 
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Encourage and facilitate communication. 
 
I. East Portland National Night Out 2011 

On August 2, more than two dozen outer East Portland parties celebrated the annual opportunity 
for neighbors to get to know one another, and interact with police officers, firefighters, and crime 
prevention coordinators – all while enjoying picnics, street parties and large-scale events in 
neighborhood parks. 

Glenfair Park 

“The best thing about holding NNO parties,” exclaimed 
organizer Brenda McSweeney, “Is how it brings families 
out to enjoy a fun time. I especially like seeing the kids 
come out and have fun with all the activities and games 
we’ve set up for them.” 

After an afternoon of pizza, games, and family fun, 
Glenfair’s NNO party ran well into the evening, with a Movie in the Park presentation.  

Wauna Vista (Centennial) NNO Block Party 

It started with a few families, but in this, their third year, 
organizers of the Wauna Vista NNO Block Party in the 
north part of the Centennial Community Association say 
they invited their entire neighborhood to attend. 

“We do it to bring our community and neighbors closer 
together,” said co-organizer Steve Tolvstad. 

The dozens of families who participated seemed to enjoy one another’s company, as their live 
band played until well after the sun went down. 

Lincoln Park (Hazelwood) 

A brand new NNO party was started at Lincoln Park 
this year. 

“I thought it was a great opportunity to build some 
neighborhood connections this year,” said its 
organizer, Jessica Pederson. 

“I wanted to see if we could make stronger ties between neighbors, to help them be aware of 
what’s going on at all hours.  And, as you can see, we have lots of fun – tons of kids hear tons of 
things happening.  It’s really nice to see everybody come out and get together,” Pederson pointed 
out. 
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Knott Park (Parkrose Heights) 

The best part for organizer Allison Newman-Woods, is 
seeing her neighbors coming together. “It’s a great reason 
to see neighbors you haven’t seen in awhile; a great time to 
meet new neighbors. Community events like these keep 
neighborhoods strong, and improve livability. That’s what 
we all want, in our neighborhood.” 

Lents Park 

As they have for decades in the past, folks from all over 
the Lents area met at the Lents Park picnic tables to 
partake in ice cream sundaes. 

“It’s always a great time to get neighbors together for 
National Night Out,” said its perennial organizer, Judy 
Welch. 

Earl Boyles Park (Powellhurst-Gilbert) 

Organizers of the Powellhurst-Gilbert National Night Out 
celebration took their party seriously, when they planned 
an evening of fun. It included lots of kids’ activities, 
community information booths, live music, free hot dog 
dinners – and the evening ended with a Movie in the Park 
presentation. 

 “In addition enjoying seeing everyone having fun,” Donna 
Dionne said, “Having a healthy neighborhood helps businesses do well. I volunteer with our 
neighborhood and business associations for the same reason: I want to change things for the 
better. Some people sit around hoping things will improve. But, you have to be willing to get 
involved, to have positive things happen in the community.” 

Mill Park Neighborhood 

“It was great to have a fire truck and the police come by. 
And, we had a really good turnout here this year. We 
cooked up 100 hamburgers and 125 hot dogs to feed a 
record crowd that I estimate at 150 people,” commented 
organizer Todd Baker. 

Making new connections continues to be what Baker 
says he enjoys the most about their annual National 
Night Out affair. “Every year we meet more neighbors. Our guitarist has lived here for several 
years, and we just met for the first time! NNO really does bring folks together.” 

It took about 75 volunteers to make possible the seven neighborhood association sponsored 
events that had a total attendance of about 1600. 



COALITION NAME (drop down):   East Portland Neighborhood Office (EPNO)
Year: 2011-2012
Quarter (drop down): 2nd Quarter

CATEGORY TOTALS
Participation

Number of Mtgs/Events 83
Number of Participants 1381
Number of Volunteers 618
Number of Volunteer Hours (event & organizing) 4455

Communication-General

Number of Communications Sent Out 7200
Number of People Reached 3,629

Communication--Electronic

Number of People Signed up on Listservs 2056
Number of Website Hits (unique) 3592
Number of Website Hits (total) 5445
Number of Facebook Contacts 0
Number of Twitter Contacts 0

Partnerships

Number of New Partnerships 0
Number of Ongoing Partnerships 4
Number of Completed Partnerships 8
% of Partnerships with Underengaged Groups 50%

Training

Number of Trainings/Workshops 5
Number of Participants 112

OPTIONAL--Community Contact/Support

Hours Providing Community Support opted out

ONI/COALITION/NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEM PERFORMANCE MEASURES

SUMMARY SHEET FOR QUARTERLY REPORTING 



ONI/COALITION/NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEM QUARTERLY REPORTING  
 

NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS IN  
CORE PROGRAM AREAS 

 
 
COALITION NAME: _______East Portland Neighborhood Office_______________________ 
 
Year:   ___2011-12__ 
 
Quarter (circle one): 1st (July-Sept)       2nd (Oct-Dec)       3rd (Jan to Mar)       4th (Apr to June) 
 
 
Describe highlights of the activities of your neighborhood coalition office in the core program 
areas of the grant agreement. The highlights can include description of activities and approaches 
used, materials developed, staff role, publicity and/or organizing model best practices, outcomes 
and any lessons learned in each area during the quarter, and photos and/or video in electronic 
format.  
 
The core program areas include: 

 strengthen community capacity;  
 increase the number and diversity of people involved;  
 foster networking and collaboration,  
 encourage and facilitate communication.  

 

 
Strengthen community capacity 
 
Website Training  
 
A year and a half ago, we established a new website, eastportland.org, that is both shared across 
neighborhood associations and committees, and separate for each neighborhood and committee.  
It was designed so there can be separate volunteer web administrators for each neighborhood 
association or committee.  The design and initial construction of the website took a lot of time 
and energy from both staff and volunteers.  But a major task remained to build a community of 
web contributors that would make the sites interesting and keep them current. 
 
While the design of the website was intended to be user-friendly, we have found a major barrier 
to volunteer administration was the lack of an expert available to train and advise new 
administrators.  To help build capacity within East Portland, we have established a Community 
Website Assistant.  The tasks of this position are to teach volunteer website administrators how 
to edit their website, help them add content, provide technical assistance when there are 
problems, and suggest ways to better use their webpages as a way to draw in/connect with 
people. The website assistant also updates websites for those groups that don’t have website 
administrators, as well as being available to answer questions about the website.  Since this 
position was filled we have seen an increase in website activity. 
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Increase the number and diversity of people involved 
 
Neighborhood Cleanups 
 
Four neighborhood associations held neighborhood cleanups this fall.  These cleanups help 
residents cleanup around their property and help beautify their neighborhood.  They provide 
neighbors another way to help their neighborhood and a reason to connect with other community 
organizations to help with the project. Several neighborhoods connect with school or church 
groups to help with the cleanup.  
 
Program forms are provided by Metro; neighbor volunteers create promotional literature and 
promotional announcements for their clean-up programs. Staff helps them navigate the 
paperwork, and provides guidance to make sure enough volunteers are on hand.  The cleanups 
raise awareness of neighborhood associations while also providing donations to support other 
neighborhood activities. 
 
Two photos included 
 
 
Foster networking and collaboration 
 
Powellhurst-Gilbert Donation Drive 
 
This year, Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association (PGNA) added a donation drive to 
their annual potluck and celebration. Human Solutions partners with Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church to operate a Family Winter Shelter from November 1st through March 31st for families 
in need of a warm place to stay.  PGNA members wanted to end 2011 by supporting this needed 
community service.  They collected coats, gloves, socks, bags of fruit, books, sheets, blankets, 
personal hygiene items, clothes, and many other items.   It took several car loads to deliver all 
the donations, which include a monetary donation and the leftovers from the potluck, to the 
center.  
 
One photo included 
 
Encourage and facilitate communication. 
 
East Portland Neighborhood Association News 
 
The East Portland Neighborhood Association News, the coalition newsletter, remains a central 
part of outreach to the broader community communicating neighborhood association activities 
and opportunities for residents to participate.  We continue to get thanks and complements on the 
newsletter as residents appreciate hearing about what is happening in their neighborhood.  Most 
of the articles and submitted photos are by neighborhood volunteers telling the story of their 
project.  The News is mailed quarterly to about 7000 addresses and about 2000 copies are placed 
at dropsites throughout the community.  Each year, as funds are available, the News is mailed to 
some residents not on our mailing list; after one of these mailings, we always receive many 
phone calls and emails from residents asking to be added to our regular mailing list.  This year 
our outreach mailing was to about 7,500 new households.   



COALITION NAME (drop down):   East Portland Neighborhood Office (EPNO)
Year: 2011-2012
Quarter (drop down): 3rd Quarter

CATEGORY TOTALS
Participation

Number of Mtgs/Events 98
Number of Participants 1218
Number of Volunteers 821
Number of Volunteer Hours (event & organizing) 3055

Communication-General

Number of Communications Sent Out 22012
Number of People Reached 9,387

Communication--Electronic

Number of People Signed up on Listservs 2117
Number of Website Hits (unique) 4042
Number of Website Hits (total) 5925
Number of Facebook Contacts 0
Number of Twitter Contacts 0

Partnerships

Number of New Partnerships 9
Number of Ongoing Partnerships 25
Number of Completed Partnerships 0
% of Partnerships with Underengaged Groups 59%

Training

Number of Trainings/Workshops 5
Number of Participants 115

OPTIONAL--Community Contact/Support

Hours Providing Community Support opted out

ONI/COALITION/NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEM PERFORMANCE MEASURES

SUMMARY SHEET FOR QUARTERLY REPORTING 



ONI/COALITION/NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEM QUARTERLY REPORTING  
 

NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS IN  
CORE PROGRAM AREAS 

 
 
COALITION NAME: _______East Portland Neighborhood Office_______________________ 
 
Year:   ___2011-12__ 
 
Quarter (circle one): 1st (July-Sept)       2nd (Oct-Dec)       3rd (Jan to Mar)       4th (Apr to June) 
 
 
Describe highlights of the activities of your neighborhood coalition office in the core program 
areas of the grant agreement. The highlights can include description of activities and approaches 
used, materials developed, staff role, publicity and/or organizing model best practices, outcomes 
and any lessons learned in each area during the quarter, and photos and/or video in electronic 
format.  
 
The core program areas include: 

 strengthen community capacity;  
 increase the number and diversity of people involved;  
 foster networking and collaboration,  
 encourage and facilitate communication.  

 

 
Strengthen community capacity 
 
Neighborhood Associations to reclaim exempt status 
 
A change in the IRS filing rules for non-profit organizations caught neighborhood associations 
by surprise.  Neighborhood associations had never had to file an annual report to the IRS before 
because they had too little revenue to be required to file the 990-EZ form.  Also, most had never 
needed to file for exemption before because of having less than $5000 in annual revenue.  The 
change in IRS regulations required all non-profit organizations to file an annual report, and 
automatically revoked exempt status from all that failed to file. 
 
Staff researched the procedures around filing to get exempt status reinstated and prepared 
documents explaining the situation and recommended actions.  Sample application forms that 
matched most neighborhood association operations were prepared and distributed to the 11 
neighborhood associations that would need to file to get exempt status reinstated.  A few 
neighborhood associations have completed their filing and the goal is to have all file before the 
end of the year. 
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Increase the number and diversity of people involved 
 
Wilkes Creek Headwaters organizing 
 
Members of Wilkes Community Group (WCG) springboarded the acquisition of the 20 acre 
Wilkes Creek Headwaters open space area in Wilkes Neighborhood into a catalyst for civic 
engagement and community involvement. Shortly after the purchase of the property, key 
interested WCG members sat down with Portland Parks & Recreation staff, stakeholders from 
SOLV, Columbia Slough Watershed Council, and Audubon Society of Portland to discuss 
potential ways to work together. From this initial conversation sprang many collaborative 
activities.  
 
An open house Q&A session was hosted by WCG with community members and Portland Parks 
& Recreation.  Many volunteer work parties were organized in the Wilkes Creek natural areas 
involving WCG, Columbia Slough Watershed Council, and Portland Parks & Recreation. These 
organizing efforts have resulted in increased participation in WCG and related community 
efforts. Some community members, initially drawn to WCG meetings through their interest in 
the recent purchase, have stepped up to join the board. A Friends of Wilkes Parks and Natural 
Areas has now formed and meets regularly. One of the key strategies in their advocating for 
Wilkes Parks and Natural Areas is to both deepen existing partnerships and create new ones. 
 
Two Photos included 
 
 
Foster networking and collaboration 
 
East Portland Neighborhood Association Board Member Gathering 
 
In January, more than 34 board members from 12 neighborhood associations in East Portland 
gathered at the East Portland Community Center to “map the East Portland Commons.”  Paula 
Manley from Oregon Commons facilitated large and small group activities through a process that 
enabled NA board members to identify the assets in their respective neighborhoods.   
 
The term “commons” was explained to include all that we share as community assets along with 
the patterns of cooperation needed to create, protect, and perpetuate such assets for future 
generations.  Focus was placed on identifying assets in three “streams” of commons:  Natural 
commons, such as green spaces and parks; Societal commons, such as roads and sidewalks; and 
Information/cultural commons, such as libraries and cultural traditions.   
 
Specific activities included East Portland neighborhood association board members identifying 
assets of their respective neighborhoods, discussing what is needed to maintain their “commons”, 
their community assets, and selecting actions their NA can take as a result of this gathering 
event.    
 
This provided a great opportunity for neighborhood association board members to meet one 
another and make connections with those that share interests. 
 
One Photo included. 
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Encourage and facilitate communication. 
 
 
Outer Powell Boulevard Conceptual Design Plan 
 
The East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) Powell Boulevard Subcommittee was formed in October, 
2009 to advocate for safety and livability improvements on East Portland's Powell Blvd. The 
EPAP contributed $50,000 toward the development of the Outer Powell Conceptual Design Plan 
and the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) matched those funds with $330,000. The 
planning process was coordinated by the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) and after 
early interaction with EPAP Powell Blvd. Subcommittee members, several joined the 'Outer 
Powell Working Group' established in June, 2010. By October, 2011 significant issues had arisen 
amongst the municipal partners and the community members. 
 
The EPAP Advocate worked with community members to articulate their position, build 
consensus, and document their concerns and proposals. A written statement in support of a 3-
lane main street alternative was drafted and endorsed through consensus at the 'East Portland 
Land Use and Transportation Committee' and at the general 'East Portland Action Plan'. EPAP 
members advocated directly with a disgruntled local business; staff from ODOT, PBOT, and 
City of Portland Planning and Sustainability; City of Portland Mayor and Commissioners, 
Planning & Sustainability Commissioners; METRO Councilors; State of Oregon Legislators; 
U.S. Representative Blumenauer; and U.S. Senator Merkley in a variety of forums (one-on-one, 
public meetings, and work sessions).  
 
Though multiple barriers were encountered throughout the process, EPAP members maintained a 
constructive approach of negotiation and ally building that culminated in the adoption of an 
'Outer Powell Conceptual Design Plan' 3-lane main street alternative that was supported by 
ODOT, PBOT, and the community.  
 
One Photo included 
 



COALITION NAME (drop down):   East Portland Neighborhood Office (EPNO)
Year: 2011-2012
Quarter (drop down): 4th Quarter

CATEGORY TOTALS
Participation

Number of Mtgs/Events 116
Number of Participants 1338
Number of Volunteers 713
Number of Volunteer Hours (event & organizing) 3040.5

Communication-General

Number of Communications Sent Out 51535
Number of People Reached 45,102

Communication--Electronic

Number of People Signed up on Listservs 2184
Number of Website Hits (unique) 4904
Number of Website Hits (total) 6668
Number of Facebook Contacts 0
Number of Twitter Contacts 0

Partnerships

Number of New Partnerships 0
Number of Ongoing Partnerships 34
Number of Completed Partnerships 4
% of Partnerships with Underengaged Groups 53%

Training

Number of Trainings/Workshops 7
Number of Participants 119

OPTIONAL--Community Contact/Support

Hours Providing Community Support opted out

ONI/COALITION/NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEM PERFORMANCE MEASURES

SUMMARY SHEET FOR QUARTERLY REPORTING 
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NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS IN  
CORE PROGRAM AREAS 

 
 
COALITION NAME: _______East Portland Neighborhood Office_______________________ 
 
Year:   ___2011-12__ 
 
Quarter (circle one): 1st (July-Sept)       2nd (Oct-Dec)       3rd (Jan to Mar)       4th (Apr to June) 
 
 
Describe highlights of the activities of your neighborhood coalition office in the core program 
areas of the grant agreement. The highlights can include description of activities and approaches 
used, materials developed, staff role, publicity and/or organizing model best practices, outcomes 
and any lessons learned in each area during the quarter, and photos and/or video in electronic 
format.  
 
The core program areas include: 

 strengthen community capacity;  
 increase the number and diversity of people involved;  
 foster networking and collaboration,  
 encourage and facilitate communication.  

 

 
Strengthen community capacity 
 
Parkrose Farmer’s Market Coffee Cart 
 
Parkrose Heights Association of Neighbors and Parkrose Neighborhood Association partnered to 
run a coffee cart at the Parkrose Farmer's Market. This is a collaboration between both 
Neighborhood Association Boards, Farmer’s Market staff, and volunteers to provide affordable 
coffee and information about local neighborhood activities and resources. Hundreds of people 
from the community visit the market each Saturday, which opened in May and will run through 
October. Sharing permit fees, equipment, resources, and staffing, these two neighborhoods have 
leveraged their resources to connect with the East Portland Community. 
 
 
Increase the number and diversity of people involved 
 
Community Partnership with PPR on Mobile Playgrounds and Summer Hiring 
 
An idea hatched in fall 2011 conversations between three Neighborhood Associations and the 
New Portlander Programs (Office of Equity and Human Rights) blossomed, in spring 2012, into 
a collaborative project including representatives from Portland Parks & Recreation (PPR), 
Russian Speaking Network, Hazelwood Neighborhood Association, Latino Learning 
Community, Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association, Centennial Community 
Association, New Portlander Programs, East Portland Action Plan (EPAP), Human Solutions, 
Rose CDC, and Impact NW. 
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The short term goals of the collaboration were: 

 Increase citizen input into the selection of sites, in East Portland, to be served by PPR’s 
free lunch and playground programs already in the PPR budget.  

 Leverage EPAP funding to expand the 2012 summer mobile playground program in East 
Portland to better serve communities of color, new Portlanders, and low income 
communities.  

 Collaborate with PPR in their hiring process for 2012, with the goal of more hires coming 
from the communities served.  

The longer term goal of the collaboration was to develop a solid working relationship with PPR's 
playground and lunch program so that, going forward after summer 2012: 

o PPR and community members work together to develop a programmatic and 
strategic method to identify where lunch and play programs are needed, including 
knowledge and input from the communities served.  

o PPR and community members work together to develop hiring and training 
processes that result in more hires from the communities served. 

For several months, members of our working group met bi-weekly, with much work between 
meetings. The project was huge in scope and took incredible commitment and expertise from all 
partners. Tangible outcomes included: 

 Ten EPAP funded mobile playgrounds were hosted in East Portland at a private 
apartment complex, several non-profit apartment complexes, schools, and parks.  

 Basic information about the Summer Free for All activities in East Portland were 
translated into several languages and distributed.  

 Several simple changes in hiring process allowed more East Portlanders, especially 
youth, to apply for summer jobs, resulting in more hires from the communities served.  

Less tangible outcomes included: 
 Differences in priorities and values were discussed and negotiated. Common ground from 

which to work was successfully found.  
 New relationships between members of community organizations formed, resulting in 

opportunities for outside collaborations.  
 Working closely with PPR staff afforded the opportunity to share information on other 

items, ideas, and projects between PPR and community organizations/members.  

The group has scheduled a September debriefing in order to assess accomplishments and 
prioritize work for 2012/2013. 
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Foster networking and collaboration 
 
East Portland Action Plan Civic Engagement Grant Process 
 
Sixteen members of the East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) Civic Engagement Subcommittee, 
whose purpose is to organize cultural and language specific civic engagement workshops and 
advocate for ongoing funding and to advise on East Portland issues and projects, met twice to 
formulate criteria and a $60,000 grant application to address the following Action Plan item: 
Community Building.2.3 Develop and hold leadership and civic engagement classes/programs 
for East Portland citizens to build capacity for participating in lobbying, advocacy, board 
participation, partnership, etc., with a focus on culturally specific communities in language 
appropriate ways.  
 
Applications were welcomed in any language; support was provided through two publicized 
meetings and individually upon request. Interpretation and childcare and computer access was 
provided as needed and handwritten applications were accepted. Applications were reviewed and 
scored, utilizing the Civic Engagement Subcommittee criteria, by the 6 member EPAP Grants 
Review Committee that met and recommended funding allocations which were then presented 
for final approval at the 58 member East Portland Action Plan general meeting. The following 
organizations received funding: Buddhatham-Aram, Inc, Laotian Cultural Enhancement 
Workshop; Faith Baptist Church of Portland Oregon, Russian Speaking Network; Native 
American Youth & Family Center, Engaging Native American Young Adults in Community 
Building; East Portland Neighbors, Inc. with the Latino Learning Community/Comunidad Latina 
Aprendiendo, Conexión Latina III; Vietnamese Community of Oregon, Community Engagement 
Project; and City Bible Church, Civic Engagement Community Building for Zomi. 
 
Each step in this process strengthened the East Portland community by building capacity through 
equitable systems development, informed decision making, skill building, active participation, 
and leadership development and support. 
 
 
Encourage and facilitate communication. 
 
 
Neighborhood Association Volunteer Appreciation event 
 
Over 45 volunteers were hosted by EPNO staff at the first East Portland Neighborhood 
Association Volunteer Appreciation event on April 30th at Papa’s Pizza. It was an evening of 
dinner, conversation and recognition for the fabulous work these neighborhood leaders do in our 
East Portland Neighborhood Associations.  
 
A slide slow of various events and activities organized by the neighborhood volunteers, gifts of 
homemade bird feeders, and cake were highlights of the night. But the great company and 
conversations stole the show.  We look forward to repeating this event next year!  
 
One Photo included. 
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