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East Portlanders win four
Photos contributed by David F. Ashton

Volunteers with The Rosewood Initiative accept their
Spirit of Portland Award from Mayor Charlie Hales.

Volunteers with the East Portland Action Plan accept their award.
By David F. Ashton

2014 SPIRIT OF PORTLAND

Many folks from the
area had to travel quite
a distance to attend
the 2014 Spirit of
Portland Awards ceremony this year, on the
evening of November
6; but three major organizations
and one individual from East
Portland found the trip rewarding.
Before the program, Portland
Mayor Charlie Hales said,
“There is a lot of joy in this
room. Many times, theirs is a
thankless job – this is our way
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to say ‘thank you’ to those who
have given so much to the
City.”
Previewing the upcoming
awards, Hales added, “East
Portland is now really part of
the City family. That's why it's
great that we see so many
awards going to outer East
Portland programs and activists

Early
footprints
in Pleasant
Valley

– people who have made this
community better already.”

2014 Spirit of Portland
Community Award to East
Portland Action Plan
“The East Portland Action
Plan is a multifaceted integrative plan, developed to improve
livability and prevent displace-

East Portland Neighbors, Inc.
1017NE 117th Avenue
Portland, OR 97220

Stuart Richey, early
Pleasant Valley settler.
Image provided by Ken Funk,
Director of Sandy Historical
Society, Inc.

By Ann Kracke
PVNA secretary

In the 1840s and for several
years thereafter, this region was
settled by pioneers seeking
land and opportunity. There are
many familiar names among
the early arrivals who took up
land and made an impact still
felt today.
William Johnson and family
crossed the plains in 1846 and
spent the winter at the Whitman
Mission, departing for Oregon

continued on page 3

Division Midway Alliance
uses 2014 to build
momentum and uses
survey results to assure
2015’s success
By Lori Boisen

Enjoy
our free
community
newsletter!

ment
in
East
Portland,” Portland
City Commissioner
Amanda Fritz began.
“Advocacy
has
spanned topics from
improved coordination between municipal governments and the five
public school districts in East
Portland – to transportation
safety improvements and city
parks infrastructure improvements – to tree planting – to
building community involve-

City in early 1847. Some of the
Johnson men joined the Gold
Rush and upon returning,
acquired land along ‘Milwaukie
Creek’.
William’s donation land claim
was located on the north side
of Mt Scott, between today’s
SE 110th and 92nd avenues
extending south from Beggar’s
Tick area to SE Clatsop,
encompassing the land which
continued on page 2

The Division Midway Alliance
for Community Improvement
(DMA) enjoyed a successful
2014 and would like to thank
the amazing volunteers, sponsors and supporters who contributed toward that effort.
May’s banner installation
began Midway’s journey
toward visual identity and
placemaking.
June’s
International Night Market
was a tremendous success
with over 300 community
members enjoying wares from
local vendors and entertainment from an authentic blue
grass jam. 2015’s event promises to be bigger and better.
Approximately 600 people

attended October’s second
Annual Midway Harvest
Festival. The event featured
Midway games of chance with
great prizes from local businesses, local vendor booths,
community
project
and
resource
booths,
face
painters, balloon artists and
clowns, traditional Mexican
dancers, a heavy metal band
and a gypsy Russian band.
Plans are already underway
for 2015’s festival.
DMA created a survey to
learn how the community
would like to invest $50k in
Tax Increment Funding this
year. Staff and volunteers
received 182 responses. Of
continued on page 4
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became Lincoln Memorial cemetery. Son Jacob’s claim
extended east from SE 114th along both sides of the
creek to near the covered bridge crossing at Deardorff
Road. Leach Botanical Garden occupies part of
Jacob’s claim. Milwaukie Creek was later named
Johnson Creek by early surveyors.
Pleasant Valley history is linked to the Stuart & Caleb
Richey families who settled in this area in 1852. In many
letters and accounts written by Stuart’s brother, James,
“they crossed the plains from Iowa and settled in an
area about 10 miles southeast of Portland”. Stuart first
acquired his land as a result of the 1850 Donation Land
Claim Act. He built his fine home in 1857 where he and
his brother Caleb lived in the area for many years. The
family was staunchly Methodist
and it was in Caleb’s home that
the first public religious service
was held in Pleasant Valley.
Stuart Richey donated the land
If you
on which Pleasant Valley
School stands.
Today,
Pleasant
Valley
Neighborhood extends east
from SE 110th Avenue and
Foster Road to the Gresham
boundary, between SE Clatsop
Street and SE Foster Road and
includes Powell Butte as well as
an overlap area north of Foster
Road. As the area has grown, it
has become a very diverse
neighborhood.
Our children attend David
Douglas and Centennial district
schools. The current comprehensive planning process for
this expanding and diverse
neighborhood will yield impressive change and development
for all who reside in Pleasant
Valley Neighborhood.

Marge Crawford (member);
Mill Park Neighborhood
Association

Annette Stanhope (member);
Parkrose Neighborhood
Association

Raymond Hites (member);
Lents Neighborhood
Association

East Portland Neighbors, Inc.
Brenda McSweeney (member);
Glenfair Neighborhood
Association

Editorial Board
1017 NE 117th Avenue, Portland, OR 97220
Phone – 503-823-4550
Fax 503-823-4525
Email - epnan@epno.org

The East Portland Neighborhood Association News is
funded, in part by a grant from the City of Portland, Office
of Neighborhood Involvement.

We welcome your
comments and suggestions.

Is your business, company, or office listed here?

East Portland Neighbors, Inc.
distributes the East Portland
Neighborhood Association News
for free. The goal of this newspaper is to build our community
voice through publicizing the
activities and efforts of neighbors
in East Portland. EPNAN is produced by the community, for the
community. Most of the articles
are written by volunteers and the
responsibility for the content is
that of the authors. Corrections
are made when the need is clearly indicated, but East Portland
Neighbors, Inc. does not verify
the accuracy of the statements.
East Portland Neighbors, Inc.
reserves the right to reject submissions.
If you have a community event
or public activity of general interest to East Portland residents,
we would like to include it in our
paper. We welcome your submissions; they should not
exceed 350 words, photos are
encouraged. The paper is published four times a year, February,
April, July, and October. Deadline
for next issue is March 16. To
submit an article or otherwise
find out about the East Portland
Neighborhood
Association
News, contact:
East Portland Neighbors, Inc.
1017 NE 117th Avenue
Portland, OR 97220
Phone - 503-823-4550
Email – epnan@epno.org
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want to provide copies of EPNAN News to your customers, contact us.

Thank you for
helping us
distribute the
EPNAN News!
These sites have copies of
the East Portland Neighborhood
Association
Newspaper for distribution
to the general public. If you
know a business or public

office that might want some
copies for their customers
or clients, please contact
503-823-4550
or
epnan@epno.org.
– The EPNAN Editorial Committee
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Lil’ Lentils: An Arts and Culture
Community for eastside families
Performance
Series, in the
Town
Lents
Center.
For families in
East Portland,
opportunities
for kid-friendly
activities
are
scarce. Many
go across town
or don’t get out
at all. But now,
there’s something close to
home.
Lil’
Lentils
was
started by two
in
Photos by Lydia Agundez mothers
Lents to bring
By Rebecca Stavenjord
family fun to East Portland.
and Rebecca Binford
The group features developLents Mamas
mental activities, free play with
It’s Saturday morning and your toys, books and games, and perkids are bored. You look online formances by popular children’s
for family-friendly entertainment, entertainers like: Nikki Brownplaydates, anything that will help Clown, Tallulah’s Daddy, Micah
burn off their extra energy. North and Me, Chata Addy, Mo
Portland, Beaverton, Inner SE, Phillips,
Red
Yarn,
The
every option involves packing Alphabeticians, and many more.
everyone up and traveling across They meet Saturday mornings at
town. You start the mental Fruit Face, a local business in the
checklist: snacks, diaper bag, Lents Town Center, regularly
change of clothes, supplies for hosting 20+ children each week.
the trip home. Then you see it, Donations keep the performer
Lil’ Lentils Playgroup & fund alive and participants regu-

larly receive special surprises,
free books and crafts.
The group has rave reviews and
sees visitors from all over the
metro area but perhaps the most
important endorsement comes
from founding member, Harper,
age 4, who says: “At Lil’ Lentils
we have cookies and singers
that come. There are toys and
they’re really good, like one that
rocks and you can ride on it. So
if you want to come it’s really fun,
everybody. We can play with
anything in the world, except for
a couple things. You can eat
snacks and have drinks.”
The future is bright for this project as more families come
together. Already, the group has
collaborated with a local food
drive, created a free book box,
raffled off a Little Free Library,
and organized a used clothing
swap. Families from all over
have helped the grassroots
movement get off the ground.
Lil’ Lentils recently launched a
fundraising campaign to support more frequent performances. For those interested in
contributing, more information
can
be
found
at:
www.gofundme.com/lillentils

2014 SPIRIT OF PORTLAND AWARDS:
ment in several language and in
cultural-specific underrepresented communities.
The work of EPAP goes
beyond that of individual organizations, neighborhoods, or a
single municipality. EPAP manages to bring all of us together
for common cause,” Fritz concluded.

2014 Spirit of Portland
Mayor’s Award to The
Rosewood Initiative
Mayor Hales invited those
present who are associated
with the The Rosewood
Initiative to step up, and told
why they were selected for this
accolade.
“The Rosewood Initiative is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization
dedicated to making the
Rosewood area, located in a
15-block area around the intersection of 162nd and East
Burnside, a desirable place to
live, work, and play,” Hales
said.
“The Rosewood Initiative is
building a safe, healthy,
respectful, vibrant, and inclusive community that brings
prosperity to everyone in

continued from page 1

Rosewood.
They are empowering
community
members to
drive meaningful and positive change, in
partnership
with agencies
a c r o s s
Portland,
Gresham, and
Multnomah
County jurisdictions.
Residents and
Photos contributed David F. Ashton
businesses
connect with Dr. Karen Fischer Gray accepts her
one another to Spirit of Portland Award from
Volunteers with the The Jade District accept their Spirit of Portland Award.
Commissioner Nick Fish.
align resources
Parkrose
School
District lored to the specific cultural Community Garden,” Andrea
and achieve shared goals.
“It is really great to be here, Superintendent of Education needs of students and their Valderrama said.
“The Jade District encomfamilies, but the school district
accepting this honor, with all of Dr. Karen Fischer Gray.
“Dr. Karen Fischer Gray has has also served as a center for passes the only Census tract in
my team, my crew,” said
Rosewood Initiative Executive been serving the Portland com- vibrant cultural events in the City of Portland with a majority
munity for 8 years,” Comm- community.
of residents of color, and the
Director Jenny Glass.
issioner Fish started out. “She
greatest concentration of Asian
2014 Spirit of Portland
has been in Oregon 25 years, in 2014 Spirit of Portland
residents in the State. The
Commissioner’s Award to
education for 35 years, and a Commissioner’s Award to
District is also home to a signifDr. Karen Fischer Gray
Superintendent for 12. As a Jade District Steering
icant population of Pacific
Portland City Commissioner public educator, and now as Committee
Islander, Latino, Slavic, and
Nick Fish presented his Superintendent of Parkrose
In the absence of Portland African immigrants.
Commissioner’s Award to School District, Karen has been City Commissioner Steve
“Thanks to a close partnera steadfast advocate and voice Novick, his Policy Advisor ship with the Asian Pacific
for East Portland students and Andrea Valderrama presented American Network of Oregon
his accolades, telling why he (APANO) and the Portland
their families.
“Under Karen’s leadership, chose the Jade District Steering Development
Commission
Parkrose School District helped Committee to honor.
(PDC), the Jade International
“The vision, dedication, and Night Market brought together
students increase their test
scores, built a LEED-certified inclusive collaboration led by thousands of Portlanders each
beautiful new middle school, the Jade District Steering night. The market debuted in
and adapted in order to better Committee culminated this August 2014 and was open for
welcome Parkrose’s diverse year in the opening of the Jade four evenings.
families. Parkrose not only International Night Market and
offers personal meetings, tai- the Harrison Park School

East Portland Neighborhood News
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DIVISION MIDWAY
ALLIANCE:

Photo contributed by David F. Ashton

Colorfully-costumed dancers
with the Ballet Papalotl shows
off their Baile Folklorico skills.

continued from page 1

those responses, 30% requested pedestrian safety improvements. The Portland Bureau of
Transportation has scheduled
those improvements for 2015,
so DMA will put its TIF funds
toward another use. 20% of
respondents requested some
type of business spruce-up;
16.5% requested infrastructure
improvements like garbage
cans, traffic island clean-ups &
tree plantings; 10% asked for
Public Art Installations, and 4%
wanted some type of visioning

process. DMA’s board passed
this information on to the
Capital Improvement committee who is using it to decide
how best to spend TIF funds in
2015.
DMA continues offering business development technical
assistance office hours every
Wednesday from 9am to 1pm in
DMA’s offices. It also continues
offering workforce development
resources to community members 1st & 3rd Thursdays at
11am.

DMA continues looking for
community members interested
in developing a safe Division
Street business district filled
with interesting shops and services offering healthy, affordable
choices. For more information
about DMA or its programming,
stop by the office, 2536 SE
122nd Avenue, phone, 971207-6553, email, divisionmidwayalliance@gmail.com or visit
the website at www.divisionmidwayalliance.com

Photo submitted by Divison Midway Alliance

Cha Cha the Clown entertains the crowd at the 2014 Midway Harvest
Festival.

Hazelwood Neighborhood
Association news

‘Put A Goat On It’
Lents Holiday Bazaar

Photo by Kittie Kong

A “Belmont Goat” now celebrates the Holidays in Lents

By Amanda Gerace

On Sunday, December 7th, the
Lents neighborhood celebrated
the holidays with its own unique
style, the “Put A Goat On It”
Holiday Bazaar!
Sponsored by the Lents
Neighborhood Association, this
fun and festive community event
took place inside the Pantheon
Banquet Hall on SE Woodstock
and 92nd (the space was kindly
donated by the Copper Penny)
and featured more than 20 craft
vendors, and several farmers
market booths offering a winter
bounty.
A kid's craft corner hosted by
Lil' Lentils Playgroup. The wee
ones could play with toys or
make goat masks, and fabulous
live music from Down Owens
Lane, Garden Goat, and Hot
Club of Hawthorne.
The community came out in
full force to meet and mingle
with neighbors, enjoy delicious
food and beer, listen to great
music, and get some holiday
shopping done while supporting local vendors.
Of course, no celebration in
Lents is complete without the
Belmont Goats, an urban herd
which recently relocated to the
Lents Town Center. The goats
Page 4

were the highlight of the event,
as they were adorably attired in
little Santa hats, bringing holiday
cheer and delight to all who
attended the bazaar!

By Arlene Kimura

The Hazelwood Neighborhood
Association had board member
elections at the November
meeting.
Gratefully, we re-elected: Bob
Earnest, David Hampsten,
Jessica Vega Pederson, Linda
Robinson and Fred Sanchez. In
addition, we elected two new
board members: Pat Edwards
and Carol Hasenberg. Thanks
to all for accepting board posi-

tions for Hazelwood. Other
updates include meeting our
new crime prevention coordinator, Celeste Carey, who brings a
wealth of experience to East
Portland.
In cooperation with many others, we are supporting improvements to the Halsey-Weidler
corridor. There is a committee
composed of members from
the Gateway Area Business
Association, Parkrose Height
Neighborhood and the Portland
Development Commission, and
others.
We look forward to seeing visible changes along the corridor,
and possibly the islands at
either end of the couplet, by

2016. There is also a separate
group working on the soon-tobe developed park at NE 105th
and NE Halsey. The Parks
Bureau is heading that effort
and will have more information
early this spring.
We are also planning, with
several neighborhoods, a
spring cleanup on May 9th,
from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, at the
Tri-Met Park-N-Ride on 122nd
and East Burnside.
Our next general meeting will
be on March 16, 2015, at 6:30,
at
the
East
Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th, Portland, OR 97220.

If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.eastportland.org

Woodland Park Neighborhood Association news

By Alesia Reese
Woodland Park Neighborhood Association

Neighbors of Woodland Park
have experienced downed

branches and Douglas fir needles during the recent heavy
winds and rains. 102nd
Avenue and Halsey Street, as
major arterials, gets street
sweeping services. Other
streets in the neighborhood
and many in East Portland do
not receive regular street services.
The recent Park Bond,

approved handily by voters, is
a maintenance bond for existing parks, which does not
directly impact Woodland
Park-a neighborhood with no
park or public space.
The October Neighborhood
clean-up was successfulthanks in large part to the
wonderful weather. Clean-up
donations went to the Oregon

Food Bank, thanks to all who
participated.
The
next
Woodland
Neighborhood meeting will be
held on Saturday, April 25.
The Residents can view the
mural
along
the
nice
Halsey/Weidler Street westbound lane, which brightens
the area. Everyone is happy to
see the 102nd Avenue jug han-

dle red poles removed. The
location was ill conceived and
poorly maintained, making the
site unappealing.
For interested residents contact the Regional Arts Council
for art opportunities in the
area. Wonder what kind of
beautiful situation could have
been created with all that
money?

Wilkes Community Group News
By Alice Blatt

The Wilkes Community Group,
a Portland Neighborhood
Association, has a remarkably
active Board of Directors of
nine (bylaws allow 15), sharing
many important responsibilities,
but we are only as effective as
the level of citizen participation
(Wilkes has approximately
3,900 homes).
After 40 years of activity, it is
amazing how few residents are
aware of our existence and
activities. Annexation in the
late 1980’s may have contributed some confusion – there
now being two separate Wilkes
Groups –us, the Wilkes
Community Group in Portland
and Wilkes East in Gresham.
Please consider attending our
meetings, and giving us the
benefit of your ideas and participation (see Neighborhood
meeting schedule page).

Among our recent activities:
Ron Nelson, co-chair, initiated
creation and location of “Street
Toppers” on 20 different street
signs, identifying our boundaries and general location –
Watch for them!
Richard Mohle (treasurer), Ed
Zarins (land use), and Chris

Moore (Webmaster) are equally
active and valuable.
Last November 1, 2014, our
“annual clean-up” at Margaret
Scott School, directed by cochair Carrie Goble, gleaned
many voluntary monetary contributions helping promote our
livability-oriented
activities.
2000
door-to-door
flyers
announced this event.
Al Gard, a constructivelyactive Wilkes resident, called to
our attention a noise and air
pollution problem, generated by
trains parked along I-84, near
many residential backyards.
He, Board member Shirley
Larson, and Chair Kathi Holmes
arranged a problem-solving
discussion with Union Pacific
officials at our 1/6/2015 Wilkes
meeting.
Jill Erickson, our secretary,
recognizing the serious pedestrian, biking, and traffic problems on NE 148th, located
under and north of the freeway,
started our Transportation
Systems Plan communication
with the city. We also questioned a development proposal
at 3001 NE 148th which will
possibly allow for 56 new residential exits, with totally inadequate visibility, onto this collec-

tor street.
Location of the new Police
Training Center, at 14912 NE
Airport Way, was generally well
received, but raised a 40-mile
loop trail construction problem
along the Columbia Slough,
which, with our participation,
seems to have been resolved.
For years Wilkes encouraged
city acquisition of the 20-acre
Wilkes Creek Headwaters environmentally-significant property, which occurred in 2011. We
may now be anticipating financial assistance for creating a
master plan.
Please join us!

Newsletter are preparing for a
new look and new on line version of the paper. You will start

to notice these changes in the
next issue with a new masthead
and design, updating the look
and its function in the community. We want to expand its
readership and use in East
Portland, and we will be mailing
the next issue due out in April
2015 to all of the mail boxes in
East Portland.
The new design will be fresh
and easy to read, along with a
new logo that matches the new
East
Portland
Neighbors
Organizations
logo.
This
change will correspond to a

Photo by Jim Blatt

Wilkes Community Group new “Sign Topper.”

Changes to your East Portland Neighborhood Association News
By Ron Glanville

The East Portland Neighbors
volunteers who create this

East Portland Neighborhood News

Photo by Richard Molhe

Brock Nelson, with Union Pacific, speaks before crowd of 40+ at Wilkes meeting on January 6.

new online version of the paper
which will have a responsive
design and will be readable in
various formats, so you can
read the newsletter on smart
phones and tablets as well as at
home on your personal computer.
There will also be the ability to
link to other websites, comment
for registered users, and will
include most of the features
you come to expect from online
newsletters and blogs.
We will be working on increasing readership and access to

February – April 2015

the online newsletter in upcoming issues and urging those
readers who receive the paper
by mail to read us online so that
we can reduce the cost of publishing the newsletter.
Currently you can read this
newsletter on the following
webpage:
http://eastportland.org/news
and
http://eastportland.org/eastportland-neighborhood-association-news-archive in the
future we will be making it easier to access our webpage.
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Gateway Max Station needs infrastructure improvements of access and
parking.

Inadequate parking available for commuters at Trimet Gateway Max Station.

A wish for East
Portland’s future
By Ron Glanville

As I look at the area of the city
I live in I cannot help but wish
for a bright future, and I hope it
includes these things:
• Portland
Development
Commission assigning a
special economic zone to
East Portland, giving East
Portland located business
owner’s tax breaks or incentives to expand their opera-

tions
and
hire
East
Portlanders. To give tax
breaks and incentives to
small manufacturing and
creative institutions; giving
them tax breaks and incentives to move to East
Portland and hire East
Portlanders.
• Really (not just lip service)
develop Gateway!
• For TriMet to Expand

Gateway Max station with
another two stories on the
existing parking structure
and to build another parking
structure to give as much
parking needed for our
growth.
• Create better access to
Gateway Max (are you kidding with the current mess!)
• Expand north and south
routes of bus lines so as to

get people to jobs on Airport
Way and make travel on 102,
122, 168th and 181 avenues
easy and convenient. It’s all
about getting to jobs and
reducing automobile traffic.
• Extend existing bus routes
like 23 down to Airport Way,
down to 138th and around to
Sandy Blvd., so that they
pass into the industrial
zones. It’s all about jobs, and
getting us there.
• Build the Powell Division
Rapid Transit Bus Lanes out
to Gresham!
• Build a Halsey Street
Streetcar or Tram line from
Gateway Max station to
Troutdale; let me stop off at
Edgefield please!
• Put Sidewalks in on Halsey
Street; also more crosswalks!
• Put in North to South
Streetcars or Tram lines on

122nd and 181st Avenue
from Foster Road to Airport
Way!
• Put in Sidewalks in residential areas, (San Rafael for
one).
To make these things happen
takes dialog, diligence, partnership and long hours of work,
there are many volunteers
throughout East Portland working on various projects to make
some of these things happen.
One major organization that is
working on some of these
things and some different ideas
is East Portland Action Plan
also known as EPAP. If you
wish for many of these infrastructure ideas to come about
please get involved. Work within your neighborhood organization or EPAP.

East Portland Transportation Survey results in April!
find out from East Portland
residents what our transportation and parks priorities were as new funding
became available. The collected results would then
be used by the community
to identify, analyze, prioritize, and advocate for
needed improvements.
Thank you to all who took
the survey and sent it in! In
the April, 2015 issue of the
East Portland Neigh-borhood Association News
newsletter, the survey
results will be revealed,
including:

• Which respondents say
where they want sidewalks,
improved streets and other
transportation issues; and,
• Who responded to the survey, and from what areas the
responses came.

Speeding
On Your
Neighborhood
Street?
Call the Traffic Safety
Hotline 503-823-SAFE

(Left) East Portland Transportation
Survey Map of Sidewalks Needed

(7233)

East Portland Transportation Survey Map of Respondents.
By David Hampsten
households.
Hazelwood Neighborhood Association

We'll be publishing the survey
results in the upcoming April
issue of the East Portland
Neighborhood
Association
News newsletter, which will be
sent out to all East Portland
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As you may recall, the survey
titled “East Portland, What Do
You Need?”, was sent out to all
58,000 East Portland households in May 2014. The East
Portland Action Plan-sponsored survey was intended to

If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.eastportland.org

East Portland Action Plan Background

By Paul Leistner
Katie Larsell and Lore Wintergreen

For November 2014 ‘Transition Plan
Report’ to City Council
The East Portland Action Plan (Action
Plan) planning process was initiated in 2007
to respond to long-standing concerns
about disparities in city services and strong
community needs in East Portland. Barry
Manning with the City of Portland Bureau of
Planning and Sustainability (BPS) lead and
supported a process that involved neighborhood and community representatives.
The City Council adopted the Action Plan
Final Report in February 2009.
The Action Plan identified 63 strategies
and 268 action items in five categories:
Built Environment, Environment, Economic,
Learning, and Social. Action Plan items varied from relatively simple and straightforward to broad and complex. Timeframes for
the completion of each of the action items
that ranged from 0-2 years; to 2-5 years;
and 5+ years.
After the City Council adopted the Action
Plan report in 2009, community members

agreed to keep meeting to support and
advocate for the implementation of the
action items. The City Council has funded
the East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) community advocacy work each year since FY
2009-10. The EPAP members use their City
funding to employ an Advocate to support
their work and for operations expenses to
support their extensive structure of committees and subcommittees. EPAP members also dedicate roughly 50 percent of
their funding to grant programs and a
Municipal Partnership Program that directly support implementation of EPAP annually established Priority Action Plan strategies and items.
EPAP has established an operational culture and structure that is committed to
diverse involvement supported by interpretation, translation, childcare, healthy food,
and grant programs that encourage community participation in municipal decision
making by traditionally underrepresented
community members. The operational
structure is “equally committed to Process,
Relationship, and Results.”
Serve as an Action Plan issue representative, join an existing committee, or form a
committee to advocate for Action Plan
implementation and displacement prevention. Check EPAP out at: www.eastportlandactionplan.org, call or email the
Advocate at 503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov. You can make
a difference. This Is What Democracy
Looks Like!

Appendix 1: EPAP Lead Responsible Party Major Categories
and Number of Action Items Assigned
Community/Business, 42

Other Jurisdictions, 38

City of Portland, 208

Schools, 26

Appendix 2: EPAP Action Items – Lead Responsible Parties
and Number of Action Items Assigned
Business, 16 Other, 7

PBOT, 39

Neighborhood, 19
RACC, 1
Metro, 4
ODOT, 7

BPS, 35

Trimet, 11

Mult Cnty, 15

ONI, 31

Schools, 26
BOEC, 1
PWB, 5
AUD, 5
City Council, 7
EPNO, 7

PP&R, 25

Become a ‘Backpack Buddy’ When will East Portland Action Plan
be done? — Measureable outcomes
By Jackie McKinnon Putnam

Have you heard about
Backpack Buddies? There are 50
of them each year at Mill Park
Elementary School. Each Friday,
the Backpack Buddies go to the
school gym to get a backpack
full of food for the weekend.
Many children in our schools,
and especially at Mill Park, might
be hungry from Friday to
Monday, but Backpack Buddies
ensures that at least 50 kids have
meals for the weekend.
Backpack Buddies started with
several local churches responding to the need. Now, Savage
Memorial Presbyterian Church is
the sponsor for Mill Park
Elementary. We work together
with two other churches and also
are able to serve a school in
Centennial and a school in
Reynolds.

Backpack Buddies receive
valuable help from Snow-CAP in
the form of storage room, space
to pack the backpacks and help
in ordering food at a reduced
cost. Volunteers help pack the
backpacks, and deliver to the
schools.
Would your church or group be
interested in helping with
Backpack Buddies?
If you would like to assist in any
way, large or small, please call
503-256-9933 (Savage Memorial
Presbyterian Church) or email
office@savagememorial.org.
If you would like to donate food
or money, or help pack, and
deliver the backpacks, we can
provide assistance. There is
nothing quite so satisfying as
knowing that our neighborhood
children are not hungry.

East Portland Neighborhood News
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By EPAP Operations Committee
compiled by Arlene Kimura and Katie Larsell

The East Portland Action Plan
(Action Plan) is a far reaching
plan to remedy long-standing
inequities and disparities in East
Portland. While some Action
Plan elements are straightforward projects that can be completed and checked off, others
require the development of new
programs and their ongoing
administration and management. Some Action Plan elements are broad and complex
and include many subparts that
may take many years and significant resources to achieve.
East Portland Action Plan
members (EPAP) propose that
the purpose of EPAP advocacy

February – April 2015

BES, 14
PDC, 12
PPB, 11

PHB, 9

will be achieved when:
• East Portland per capita
housing investment meets or
exceeds the City’s per capita
housing investment and East
Portland residents live in
housing that is as safe and
healthy as housing throughout the city.
• 25% of East Portland residents work in East Portland
and they receive a family/living wage.
• The ‘Gateway Education
Economic
Development
Center’ or an equivalent facility in partnership with East
Portland public schools will
be established to provide living wage industry skills for
East Portland students and
residents.
• East Portland High School
graduates receive four-year
college degrees at a rate at
least equal to that of High
School graduates city-wide.
• The aggregate graduation
rate of East Portland schools
is 80 percent, and students of
all ethnic/racial/first language
demographics graduate at
equal rates.
• ‘East Portland In Motion’ is

fully implemented (except the
undefined FLIP Foster elevated roadway), including the
‘Outer
Powell
Blvd
Conceptual Plan’ and the
Sandy Blvd project. Transit
options are improved, including establishment of additional north/south transit lines
and connections to jobs on
the Columbia Corridor.
• All collector and arterial
streets have ADA-compliant
sidewalks on both sides and
marked crosswalks at least
every quarter-mile. All roadway facilities meet City of
Portland standards.
• The identified most dangerous intersections of Portland
are not in East Portland for 3
years in a row.
• 80 percent of East Portland’s
population is within walking
distance of a park or natural
area.
• East Portland maintains or
exceeds diverse demographics identified in the U.S.
Census 2005-2009 American
Community Survey, while
achieving the above measurements equally for each
demographic community.
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For the Mayor Hales’ requested
November 2014 ‘Transition Plan Report’
By Arlene Kimura
EPAP Co-Chair

The City of Portland has been
given kudos for innovation and
livability on a national level. This
reputation began with the 1972
Portland downtown plan and
continued with transportation
infrastructure choices in favor
of walk-ability, bicycling and
light rail.
East Portland (with 25% of
Portland’s residents, 40% of
the City’s students who average
75% Free & Reduced Lunch eligibility, and a significantly higher percentage of people of color
than the city as a whole) has not
benefited from the City’s planning and innovation as have the
downtown and Portland inner
city
neighborhoods.
East
Portland has not achieved parity in City services or spending
and is a long way from addressing equity. With a different his-

tory and development pattern,
East Portland has needed a different type of innovation.
The East Portland Action Plan
(EPAP) group has provided that
‘different’ type of innovation by
harnessing community leaders
to use the plan as a template to
actively advocate for this City
and County adopted East
Portland Action Plan (Action
Plan). The innovation comes
with EPAP members through
Action Plan committees, as
members of task forces, on
study groups, as part of advisory committees, and basically, in
any way they can, speak out for
implementation. EPAP also creates an annual list of strategic
priorities, and then advocates
with the appropriate public
agencies for those priorities set
through a consensus process.
EPAP brings information,
experience, commitment, and a

practiced ability to pro-actively
negotiate progress toward
implementation of the Action
Plan. However, the majority of
the Action Plan needs to be
implemented by City of
Portland bureaus (66%) and
other funded government agencies (20%).
EPAP advocacy generates
awareness, provides area
expertise, and reminds bureaus
to put East Portland into their
budgets and project plans. Full
implementation by the Action
Plan’s identified government
agencies is going to take time
and investment. Although the
storied 1972 downtown plan is
a success, it took over 20 years
to launch and after 40 years is
still being fully implemented.
Join with the EPAP to meet
their ‘charge’ put forward in the
Action Plan: To provide leadership and guidance to public

Photo by Lore Wintergreen

Picture taken at the November 19, 2014 East Portland Action Plan
(EPAP) - Transition Plan Report to City Council.

agencies and other entities on
how to strategically address
community-identified issues
and allocate resources to
improve livability and prevent

displacement in East Portland.
Contacts: www.eastportlandactionplan.org, 503.823.4035, or
lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov.

Beech Park project advisory Taste of Parkrose adds
run/walk for 2015 event
committee meets
By Bill Lindekugel
Argay Neighborhood Association

The Beech Park Project
Advisory Committee held its
training meeting on December
15, 2014 at the Shaver
Elementary School located in
the Argay neighborhood. The
role of the committee will be to
work with Portland Parks &
Recreation (PP&R staff) and
their design consultant to help
guide decision making about
the design and construction of
the new park. Up to three community forum meetings will also
be held during 2015.
The new park is expected to
be open by the spring of 2017
and will be one of the largest
parks in east Portland. It will
consist of 15.7 acres of open
space on a parcel of land west
of Shaver Elementary School in
the
Argay
neighborhood
between Shaver and Fremont.
The site will become a longdesired neighborhood park, and
features a children’s playground, a gathering space, a
fenced dog off-leash area, a

shelter, a full-size sports field,
display and community gardens, picnic areas, parking, natural play, and an area for high
intensity sports (such as skateboarding). In addition, a multiuse paved walking trail will loop
around the entire site. Public art
and bilingual interpretive signage will be incorporated into
key areas of the park. The official Beech Park website is:
http://www.portlandoregon.gov
/parks/65392.
The
Project
Advisory
Committee (PAC) is comprised
of community volunteers representing a range of experience
and points of view. Each committee member brings a unique
perspective that must be balanced with a community-wide
vision. Hearing from the community and finding that balance
is the committee’s primary role.

The committee includes
representatives from local
organizations as well as a
cross-section of neighborhood residents:
• Beech Park Project Advisory

Committee Members
• Courtney Gearhaut, resident,
parent of young kids
• Fred Colley, resident, dog
walker, scientist
• Jamari Gilbert, resident, student at Park Rose High
School
• Karen Grey, Superintendent
of Parkrose School District
• Russell George, resident,
Argay
Neighborhood
Association
• Laura Goodman, Principal of
Shaver Elementary School
• Corinne Phillips, resident,
parent of young kids, small
business owner,
• Bill
Lindekugel,
Argay
Neighborhood Association
• Saul Orduna, Co-Chair of
Shaver Parent & Faculty
Association, Latino community, member at large
• Cherlynn Olopuy, resident,
parent of young kids
• Nina Palacios, resident, parent of young kids
• Meryl Redisch, Portland
Parks Board, Urban Forestry
Commission

Project YESS to help plant Parkrose
community Bio-Swales
By Ron Glanville

Project
YESS
(Youth
Employability Support Services)
of Mt. Hood Community College
a Metro sponsored program to
aid youth find a career path will
join with and participate in the
planting of the Bio-Swales for the
new storm water management
system at Parkrose Community
United Church of Christ
(Parkrose Community UCC) on
Halsey near 122nd Avenue.
“This winter we are working with
five or six different partners
(Zenger Farm, Grow Portland,
Parkrose UCC, Portland Parks &
Recreation,
The
Nature
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Conservancy, and the Bureau of
Land Management) as well as
have work to do in our own
Square Roots Farm & Nursery
getting the greenhouse ready
and starts geminated for our
spring plant sale.” Richard
Dickenson, Project YESS, Crew
Leader and Farm Educator, continues; “If we are able to weave
an educational topics or teachable moments in our work days,
that is an added bonus, since we
like to foster a strong connection
to the natural world and have our
workers invested in the work that
they are doing. We pride ourselves in accomplishing tons of

work in a short time span, and
yet also value fostering good
teamwork dynamics, work readiness skills, and knowledge about
and connection with nature.”
Parkrose Community UCC welcomes this progressive education model to assist it in completing the new parking area planting
with native plants. This summer
you can see the completed project while visiting the Parkrose
Farmers Market starting on May
9th and every Saturday through
September 12, at 12505 NE
Halsey.

By Bridget Bayer

Parkrose
High
School
Athletics will be the beneficiary
of a new, high-profile addition
to Historic Parkrose’s annual
“Taste of Parkrose” event.
Participants can choose from a
5K or 10K Run/Walk. The 10K
(6.2 mile) course will circle the
historic NE Portland neighborhood. The 5K route will go from
South of Sandy Boulevard to
Parkrose High School, and
back. There are also plans for a
quarter-mile “Little Kids” run.
There will be lots of prizes.
And, runners of all abilities – a
ranging from competitive to
recreational – will be recruited
through area retailers, businesses, and the high school.
Historic Parkrose is arranging
sponsors
and
volunteer
staffers, so that funds raised
from entry fees will go directly
to support Parkrose High
School sports teams. The high
school boasts 17 sports programs, involving a yearly total
of over 300 athletes.
Parkrose High School Athletic
Director, Dave Richardson,
explains “approximately 30%
of our students are involved in
interscholastic sports. The
impact of participating on
sports teams in high school is

life-long and immeasurable.”
Richardson notes that the benefits of athletics to student participants include not only
improved physical health, but
social and emotional wellbeing. “We see improved attendance, better grades, higher
graduation rates, and leadership development within the
school” says Richardson.
This year’s Taste of Parkrose
will be on Saturday, June 13,
2015. The run will start at 9:00
AM, at NE 106th and Sandy
Blvd, with the finish line at the
same location. There will be aid
stations along the course, trainers from the University of
Western States available, as
well as massage therapists and
chiropractors on-site.
The inaugural event, held last
June, pulled in over 500 attendees, according to Historic
Parkrose. From 10 in the morning until 6 in the evening, attendees of all ages enjoyed free
tastes from different neighborhood food vendors, sampled
the wares of street vendors,
and learned about services and
resources available in their
community. A music stage featured local artists, and carnival
games were a hit in the children’s area.

Call to Report Graffiti
503-823-4TAG (4824)

If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.eastportland.org

Reality Fair volunteers help students become smart consumers
By Julia Anderson

“I learned that saving is very
important,” is how a Parkrose
High School student summed
up his experience at the
Northwest
Credit
Union
Foundation’s Financial Reality
Fair, sponsored by Pacific NW
Federal
Credit
Union
(PNWFCU).
“You should start at a very
early age,” the student added.
“To be honest, a lot of the life
decisions you make now can
really affect you in the future.”
Another student commented,
“It’s really important to keep
track of your expenses, so that
way you can budget everything
in.”
It appears as if the immersive
Financial Reality Fairs really are
giving young people a taste of
the real world and providing
them with the skills they’ll need
to be smart financial con-

sumers.
This Financial Reality Fair benefited 90 Parkrose High School
seniors by helping satisfy an
essential financial education
requirement needed for graduation. The fair was also meant to
help simulate the financial decisions students will likely face in
their daily lives.
Each student received a packet that included a randomlyassigned job, annual salary,
student loan debt and other
information. The students’
objective was to visit different
booths, staffed with PNWFCU
employees and local community volunteers, and complete
their packet, while maintaining
their savings goal. Booths
included expenses such as
housing, loans, transportation,
clothing, lifestyle, or a cell
phone.
Booth volunteers – from

throughout the community –
were encouraged to upsell students, pressuring them to buy
more expensive options, much
like salespeople would in the
real world.
“The Financial Reality Fair is a
great opportunity for these students to gain experience with
real-life scenarios, in a safe
learning environment,” said
Tom Griffith, CEO of PNWFCU.
“We’re hoping students walk
away with a better understanding of how to manage their
finances going forward. We’re
very excited to be able to offer
this to students within our local
community and hope that this
exercise helps plant the seeds
of a successful financial future
for these kids.”
If you are interested in volunteering at future reality fairs,
please
contact
marketing@pnwfcu.org.

Photo submited by PNWFCU

Parkrose School District board member, MaryLu Baetkey, poses with
Parkrose High School students at this Financial Reality Fair. Baetkey volunteered at a booth selling simulated entertainment options to kids.

Portland firefighters offering
free home safety checks

Portland Fire and Rescue Firefighter Salisbury tests a carbon monoxide
alarm during a home safety check.
By Alice Johnson
Portland Fire & Rescue

Portland Fire & Rescue (PF&R)
is offering free home safety
checks to help protect your
home and your family. During the
home safety checks, available
upon request, firefighters will
walk through your home to

check for fire and safety hazards,
install smoke alarms if needed,
answer questions, and provide
you with a checklist of recommendations for keeping your
home safe from fire.
The pilot program, which
launched October 2014, had a
mission to engage residents in

Firefighter Salisbury discusses the importance of testing smoke alarms
monthly.

East Portland Neighborhood News

fire safety and prevention.
“House fires are where 80 percent of all fire deaths occur,”
says Fire Chief Erin Janssens.
“Preventing those fires is an
important part of the bureau’s
work.” City Commissioner Dan
Saltzman, who gained oversight
of the fire bureau last summer,
was a key proponent of offering
in-home,
voluntary
safety
checks for the Portland community.
The home safety checks are
purely educational: firefighters
advise residents on smoke and
carbon monoxide alarms and
other safety matters, but do not
write up violations. The firefighters use a checklist of important
safety areas, such as address
visibility, overloaded electrical
outlets, functional smoke alarms,
fire escape routes, dryer vents
installation,
and
more.
Firefighters will install alarms if
needed, and at the end of the
visit the resident is provided with
a checklist of safety recommendations.
The home safety checks are
purely voluntary and require a
request for an appointment.
When firefighters knocked on
Portlanders’ doors in 2011 to
offer free smoke alarms, they
found many residents didn’t
want strangers inside their
homes. To combat that issue,
this program requires a request
to
trigger
a
visit.
As
Commissioner Saltzman recently
told the Portland Tribune in an
article about the home safety
check concept: “We think we’ll
have all sorts of positive benefits
at reducing the number of fires in
the community.”
To schedule a home safety
check, call (503) 823-3487 and
leave a message with your
name, address, and phone number. Or, send an e-mail to homesafetycheck@portlandoregon.go
v, and provide your name,
address, and phone number.
PF&R will get back to you to
schedule an appointment.
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Photo by Anne Downing

Friends of Trees volunteer Crew Leader Gabriel Trainer with members
of his planting crew in March, 2014.

Friends of Trees returning
to East Portland soon!

By Andrew Land

Friends of Trees has been
planting in Portland for 25
years as of this season and is
offering street trees for only $25
each to celebrate. That’s an
incredible offer given that it
includes an 8 – 12’ tall tree
delivered to your house, planted under the supervision of a
trained volunteer Crew Leader,
inspection twice the first summer in the ground to ensure
good progress toward establishment, and even free
replacement should the tree
fail due to root failure or
improper planting (though not
in cases of neglect).
There will be three plantings in
East Portland this season, and
all three take place just after the
New Year. The event covering
the Centennial, Hazelwood,
and Mill Park neighborhoods
took place toward the end of
January,
but
Lents,
Powellhurst-Gilbert,
and
Pleasant Valley will be
Saturday, February the 7th and
the
planting
for
Argay,

Parkrose, Parkrose Height s,
Russell, Sumner, and Wilkes
will be on Saturday, February
28th. For details about either,
please visit www.friendsoftrees.org/plant/calendars/portland-vancouver.
East Portland has shown sustained interest in establishing
and maintaining its urban
canopy in recent years, and
residents will reap the benefits
for years to come. The benefits
of urban street and yard trees
include a reduction in air pollution, conservation of water,
reduced energy costs (when
trees are appropriately placed
relative to living spaces), reduction in air temperatures during
the summer, as well as food
and shelter for native and
migratory birds and wildlife.
There’s also been an impressive increase in volunteer
activism
among
East
Portlanders around community
trees, and Friends of Trees provides an excellent opportunity
to do just that. Particularly if
you live in Centennial, Glenfair,
Argay, Parkrose, or Wilkes,
Friends of Trees would love
your help promoting trees! For
more information, please contact
Andrew
Land
at
andrewL@friendsoftrees.org.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS PAPER
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Oregon’s largest
Earth Day event
needs you!
local volunteer project as part
of Earth Day.

SOLVE provides project
support through:

By Quintin Bauer

SOLVE
is
excited
to
announce that we are currently accepting applications from
volunteer leaders to be part of
Oregon’s largest volunteer
Earth Day event, SOLVE IT
presented by Portland General
Electric.
SOLVE IT events will take
place across the state on
Saturday, April 18, 2015 from
9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.;
teachers are encouraged to
involve their students in service-learning activities any time
between April 13th and April
24th.
SOLVE IT provides an opportunity for Oregonians to come
together to take care of our
parks, waterways and neighborhoods by picking up trash,
pulling invasive plants, planting native trees and shrubs,
and other watershed enhancement activities.
This is your opportunity to
join forces with other groups
across the state and to apply
for assistance to lead your

• Project planning assistance
• Volunteer Coordinator training
• Project Planning Reference
Guide (step-by-step guide
to coordinating a SOLVE
project)
• Event flyers and pre-event
publicity
• Assistance with volunteer
recruitment and placement,
including online registration,
confirmation emails to all
online registrants, and volunteer registration/waiver
forms
• Free materials such as litter
bags, vinyl gloves, safety
vests, first aid kits, and
sharps containers
SOLVE also has a limited
number of small grants of up to
$100 for reimbursement of
qualifying project expenses.
Project applications are now
being accepted by SOLVE.
Visit www.solveoregon.org to
apply online or call SOLVE for a
hard copy form at 503-8449571 or 1-800-333-SOLV (tollfree in Oregon). If you have any
questions please contact
Quintin
Bauer,
SOLVE
Statewide Program Manager at
503-844-9571 Ext. 321 or
quintin@solveoregon.org.

Office of Neighborhood
Involvement Announces
2015 Community Summit
By Victor Salinas
Office of Neighborhood Involvement

The City of Portland’s Office
of
Neighborhood
Involvement, in collaboration
with our community partners,
announces
the
2015
Community Summit will be
held February 27th- 28th,
2015.
The Summit theme “In It
Together”
focuses
on
addressing real challenges
and engaging our diverse city.
Join neighbors, friends and
activists, community and
neighborhood groups to work
together to impact public policy, strengthen relations and
build capacity. Attend a variety of workshops and dialogues on issues impacting
Portlanders all over the city.
Find out how to engage on
current issues, hear success
stories and connect.
Join us for a Welcome
Reception to kick off the
Summit Fri., Feb. 27th from
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at
Portland City Hall located at
1221 SW 4th Ave., accessible
on the Green and Yellow Max
lines & downtown bus mall.
The Summit will take place
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 28th at the
Ambridge Center located at
1333 NE MLK JR Blvd.,
Portland, OR; accessible on

the Green, Blue and Red Max
lines, CL Streetcar lines and
bus lines 6, 8, 17 and 77.
The Summit is free. Pre-registration is required for lunch.
For more information and to
pre-register call 503 823-3093
email inittogether2015@portlandoregon.gov or go to
www.portlandoregon.gov/oni/
inittogether2015.
The City of Portland will
make reasonable accommo-

dation for people with disabilities and people needing
assistance with language
interpretation and translation.
Please notify us by Monday,
February 16th, 2015 to
request accommodations. at
(503) 823-3093, inittogether2015@portlandoregon.gov,
TTY: (503) 823-6868, or
Oregon Relay Service at (800)
735-2900.

EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN CALENDAR
East Portland Action Plan is an Issue, Interest based Organization in East Portland

You can find the Action Plan at www.eastportlandactionplan.org
or by contacting 503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov.
Please, request childcare and language interpretation as needed to attend meetings. New members and proposals for
new Representatives and Subcommittees are always welcome! You must have attended at least two general East
Portland Action Plan meetings, signed a Participation Agreement, and request time on the general meeting agenda to be
approved as a Representative or to establish a Committee.
If you have input for the meeting, please contact Lore at the above email or phone number.

East Portland Action Plan
(EPAP) general meeting
To coordinate implementation
of action items in the East
Portland Action Plan. Fourth
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:30 PM at
David Douglas District Office
Board Room, 1500 SE 130th (at
SE Market & 130th).

EPAP Bike Subcommittee
To provide direction and support to the EPAP on bike-related actions and make biking
safer and more fun in East
Portland. Fourth Tuesdays, 6:30
– 8:30 PM at Muchas Gracias,
1307 NE 102nd Ave., Suite K.

EPAP Brownfields
Subcommittee
To provide guidance and deciPage 10

sion-making for the East
Portland Brownfields project.
First Wednesdays of the month,
6:00 - 8:00 PM at David
Douglas District Office Board
Room, 1500 SE 130th (at SE
Market & 130th).

EPAP Chairs
To plan for and organize the
EPAP. First Mondays, 7:00 –
9:00 PM at the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Ave., Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower).

EPAP Civic Engagement
Subcommittee
To organize cultural + language specific civic engagement workshops, share curriculum, advocate for ongoing
funding, and advise on East
Portland cultural + language
specific issues and projects.
Third Tuesdays, 6:30 PM at the
East Portland Neighborhood

Office, 1017 NE 117th Ave.,
Portland 97220 (between
Halsey + Glisan at the foot of
the watertower).

EPAP Communications
Committee
To provide communication
support (materials and web
page development, and translation/interpretation) to the EPAP.
2nd Tuesdays of every other
Month at 6:00 PM at the East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th Ave., Portland
97220 (between Halsey +
Glisan at the foot of the watertower).

EPAP Economic
Development (EcDev)
Subcommittee
To develop a strong business
environment which strengthens
existing businesses, promotes
new businesses, and expands
family wage jobs in East
Portland. Frist Mondays, 5:00

PM
at
East
Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th,
Portland
97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower).

EPAP Education
Subcommittee
To advocate for effective
strategies that support the academic success of all students
and to prioritize action items in
the Action Plan that relate to
education, as a means to
strategically address community-identified issues. Second
Wednesdays, 1:00 – 2:30 PM at
the David Douglas District
Office Board Room, 1500 SE
130th (at SE Market & 130th).

EPAP Housing
Subcommittee
To find common ground in
supporting a range of housing
types in East Portland as a
means to strengthen livable
communities;
encourage

healthy, complete, and stable
neighborhoods; and promote
family wage jobs. Second
Mondays, 6:00 – 7:30 PM at the
East Portland Neighborhood
Office, 1017 NE 117th Ave.,
Portland 97220 (between
Halsey + Glisan at the foot of
the watertower).

EPAP Technical Advisory
Committee
To work collaboratively with
municipalities to implement
Action items and to coordinate
website reports of agency
progress on specific Action
items. Second Wednesdays
every quarter with the next
meeting being January 14,
2015, 3:00 – 4:30 PM at the
East Portland Neighborhood
Office, 1017 NE 117th Ave.,
Portland 97220 (between
Halsey + Glisan at the foot of
the watertower).

If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.eastportland.org

East Portland Websites
East Portland eastportland.org
Argay Neighborhood Association argay.org
Centennial Community Association centennial.eastportland.org
Glenfair Neighborhood Association glenfair.eastportland.org
Hazelwood Neighborhood Association hazelwoodneighbors.org
Lents Neighborhood Association lents.eastportland.org
Mill Park Neighborhood Association millpark.eastportland.org
Parkrose Neighborhood Association parkrose.eastportland.org
Parkrose Heights Association of Neighbors parkroseheights.org
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association pgpride.org
Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Assoc. pleasantvalley.eastportland.org
Russell Neighborhood Association russellneighbors.org
Wilkes Neighborhood Association wilkes.eastportland.org
Woodland Park Neighborhood Assoc. woodlandpark.eastportland.org
East Portland Land Use/Transportation landuse.eastportland.org

East Portland Neighborhood Chairs Group chairs.eastportland.org
East Portland Action Plan eastportlandactionplan.org
East Portland Neighbors epn.eastportland.org
East Portland Parks Coalition parks.eastportland.org

East Portland Neighborhoods
Tom Badrick
503-539-8704
tbadrick@aol.com

Annette Stanhope
parkroseneighbors@gmail.com

Troy Palmquist
503-256-5445
troy_argay@hotmail.com

Ron Glanville
Ronglanville@gmail.com

Next General Meeting:
To Be Announced
See website for more details

General Meeting:
To Be Announced
See website for more details

Next Meetings:
To Be Announced
See website for more details

Next General Meetings:
Thursday, Feb. 19, 6:30pm
Thursday, March 19, 6:30pm
Thursday, April 16, 6:30pm

Kathi Holmes
kathimholmes@gmail.com
Next Meetings/Activities:
Tuesday, Feb 3, 6:30pm, Special Meeting
– United Neigbors for Reform
Tuesday, Mar. 3, 6:30pm-General Meet
Saturday, Mar. 14, 9:00am-Noon
– Stewardship Saturday Wilkes Creek
Tuesday April 7, 6:30pm, Board Meet
Margaret Scott Elementary
School Library
14700 NE Sacramento

Saturday, April 25,
Time and Location
To Be Announced
See website for more details

arlene.kimura@gmail.com
Next Meeting:
To Be Announced
See website for more details

Next General Meetings:
Monday, Mar. 16, 6:30pm

Chris Piekarski
mill.park.pdx.chair@gmail.com
To Be Announced
See website for more details

To Be Announced
See website for more details

Jesse Cornett
jesse@ilovelents.com
pgnaboard@gmail.com
Next General Meeting:
Lil’ Lentiles Play Group
Saturdays, 10am-Noon
Fruit Face, 9201 SE Foster

To Be Announced
See website for more details

Karen Hubbard
503-760-3670
lewellen@hotmail.com
Next General Meeting:
Wednesday, Mar. 11, 7:00pm

Tuesday, Feb. 24, 7:00pm
Lents Activity Center
8835 SE Woodstock Blvd.
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The Outsider: One East
Portlanders immigration story
By Som Nath Subedi

As a Bhutanese refugee resettled in America, I have realized
that being American is all about
immigration.
I was not born in the US. I
arrived in Portland, Oregon in
2008 from a refugee camp in
Nepal with $10 in my pocket.
But within three years, I had
bought my own house. Now, I
drive a red Mustang and have a
good job. Like many Americans,
I like Lady Gaga, an American
pop singer and actress, and eat
greasy fast food.
My Asian, African, Arab, and
American friends often tell me,
“You are half-way American now
because you have a big belly
and because you got it from
McDonald’s”. In 2013, I became
a US citizen and in November of
last year—in the ultimate expression of citizenship—I voted for
the first time.
But am I really an American?
Sadly, not enough, in the eyes of
many Americans here.

Starting again

As long as I have a heavy
accent and eat extra spicy food,
I am seen as a foreigner, not a
mainstream American. But how
do we define what’s American
amidst all of our different colors,
cultures, and diverse backgrounds? Our family arrived in
the US under the Federal
Refugee Resettlement Program
after we lived almost two
decades in a refugee camp in
Nepal, a life without hope, without a future. Our entire ethnic
minority population was unable
to return to our homes, schools,
and jobs, due to our Bhutanese
king’s repressive ‘One Nation
One People’ policy—a policy
that produced both our legendarily high Gross National
Happiness quotient, the one US
Senator John McCain and
Oregon’s
Governor
John
Kitzhaber went to see some
years ago, and the politics that
led to the ethnic cleansing of
100,000 Lhotsampas. To date,
over
80,000
Bhutanese
Lhotsampas have been resettled
in the US.
Call me unlucky. The year 2008
was an unfortunate one to move
to the US— it was in the middle
of the Great Recession. If I took
a job then, I would be blamed for
taking opportunities away from
jobless Americans, and if I did
not, I would be blamed for benefiting from the welfare system.
So once more, as I did in the
squalid refugee camp, I re-booted, re-learned, and overcame
the hurdles required for a new
beginning. It was fascinating to
experience America from an outsider’s perspective. America is a
land of opportunities, and as
someone motivated by a
refugee’s optimism and a traditional Bhutanese work ethic, I
did my best to catch up with my
American-born peers. I slept
less, investing those hours
instead into better and earlier
integration; I showed my worth
and asked for space, tried new
things, learned about other culPage 12

tures, partnered and added
diversity to our great state.
Soon, I started living among
America’s multiple cultures and
languages. Back home, I used a
different word for a rooster, but
quickly learned that it had a
derogatory meaning here. In
America, every immigrant or
refugee has been embarrassed
while learning basic new terms
during his or her transition.
Still, I am one of the survivors. A
strong accent has often singled
me out during conversations. I
once joked with an American
that I was born in the US, but
was taken overseas at six
months, thereby the accent.
Now, interestingly, I get paid for
my accent as a case manager for
newly arrived refugees.

The American voter

I have made it through these
challenges, my new American
self is a mixture of both
accents, of both worlds. It is
about forgetting what I used to
do and remembering what
Americans do, then combining
the good practices from both
the countries together, and creating a third way—a mutual
integration model.
Till date, I have not donated a
single penny to either of the
major political parties here
because I do not feel like I
belong to any of them. I have,
however, subscribed to their
emails and liked their Facebook
feeds, which helps me understand their competing perspectives before choosing either the
right or left-leaning parties on
issues like immigration, race,
foreign policy, health care, or
the economy. Until now, I am
either a super-conservative
Democrat
or
a
liberal
Republican, though I am registered as an independent.
Despite my indecision, I
believe voting brings one closer
to being an American. Not
everyone will be so lucky. Some
newcomers, who become US
citizens, do not register to vote.
A fear of government and weak
English skills are partially the
reasons behind this. Poor voter
education is the other reason. A
lack of understanding of the

measures and the candidates’
issues at the local, state, and
federal levels bars many immigrants from being part of decision-making, which in the long
run, affects immigrants considering elected leadership.

Becoming American

I am hoping to run for office
some day. I will start local. I am
conscious of the limitations. In
America, election campaigns
cost billions of dollars, which is
out of the question for new
Americans like me. There are
few connections and resources
available to non-white, non-US
born candidates who are not
convinced by the arguments of
either of the two ruling political
parties. And more importantly,
race and trust issues are big
barriers to the political world
for immigrants in new America.
Still, I have hope. As an advocate for refugee and immigrant
rights, I have met with officials
at the White House, in
Congress, and in the federal
bureaucracy, looking for new
investment in refugee and
immigrants’ lives. These investments pay off. We have thousands of success stories to
share from among three million
refugees who came to the US
since 1975.
The US government says
refugees and legal immigrants
can become citizens—full
Americans—within five years of
their arrival, but you have to be
in the US to know what
‘becoming American’ really
means. As I tried to decide how
to fill out my ballot, I realized
America and being American is
all about immigration. Most of
us came here for better lives
and
opportunities
over
decades and centuries and
have adjusted to this new
country with resiliency and
courage.
And though I still have a heavy
accent, am not fully involved in
the democratic process, and
still like my food hot and spicy,
I suppose that means I am
transitioning from a US citizen
to a full American. Subedi
advocates for immigrant and
refugee rights in the US.

Mercy and Wisdom
Community Garden
need volunteers

http://sproutsgardening.blogspot.com/2011/09/labor-day-portland-community-garden.html

By Hannah Heller

The Mercy and Wisdom
Community Health Clinic
(MWCHC) is excited to
announce The Mercy and
Wisdom Community Garden!
MWCHC is a member of the
Coalition of Community Health
Clinics and acts as a safety net
for under and uninsured individuals. Our sliding-scale services specialize in naturopathic
and Chinese medicine, including massage, acupuncture, and
primary care. MWCHC has
been providing compassionate
care for 10 years and is a staple
to our community.
The addition of the Mercy and
Wisdom Community Garden
will allow both patients and
community members to get
involved with their health on a
new level. Volunteer hours in
the garden will earn patients
complementary services, and
fresh veggies to take home
from the garden.
The Mercy and Wisdom
Community Garden is supported by a partnership between
the clinic and Portland State
University’s School of Social
Work. MWCHC hosted two
interns last year who forged the
path for the creation of the garden and built its nine raised
beds. The space is handi-

capped accessible and welcomes everyone wishing to get
involved. Currently, MWCHC
hosts three Masters of Social
Work students who have continued work on the garden by
building local partnerships and
engaging community members. It is their hope to get people interested in the benefits of
gardening as they create a
comfortable place for community members to gather and
share.
And now, we need your help
to fill the nine raised beds with
soil! Come and join us to get
the garden officially up and running, and learn how you can
get involved in our volunteer
program. Bring a friend and
have fun with us!
Mercy
and
Wisdom
Community Health Clinic
• Rain or Shine: Garden KickOff Work Party!
• February 21, 2015
• 11:00am-2:00pm
• 8401 Southeast Powell
Boulevard, Portland, OR
97266
• Refreshments
will
be
served.
• Please bring gloves and
shovels if you have them!
Please call or email to RSVP:
mwhealthclinic@gmail.com or
(503) 227-1222.

If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.eastportland.org

