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By Ron Glanville
Russell Neighborhood Chair

Heather Bailey principal of
Russell Elementary had the
pleasure of hosting the hit com-
edy series ‘Portlandia’ to shoot
a scene in front of the school.
Fred Armisen and Carrie
Brownstein were on hand film-
ing a segment that looks like the
Portland Marathon starts in
front of Russell Elementary. The
comedy hit show parodies the
hipster culture of Portland and
is in its fifth season. Heather
Bailey has invited them back to
“shoot” anytime in the hood!
Yikes! We are losing old
friends, and we hope that we
gain some new ones! Alpine
Cleaners has left our shopping
center on NE 122nd and San
Rafael. It is rumored that
Anoush Deli & International
Food Market in the same shop-
ping center is also leaving. We
are hopeful that these great

merchants will be replaced by
equally good stores. The shop-
ping center is anchored by
Winco Foods and is a vital part

of Food security in East
Portland and our
Neighborhood. 
Russell Neighborhood

Association will be hosting a
Neighborhood Clean Up some
time this fall, you will find the

By Fred Sanchiz

GABA’s Time Honored
Tradition Continues in 2015 –
Congratulations to Super-
intendent Dr. Karen Fischer
Gray!
The Gateway Area Business
Association overwhelmingly

nominated Dr. Karen Fischer
Gray as Gateway’s 2015
Citizen of the Year. The award
was presented at the First
Responder’s Tribute /
Business Fair event on
September 10, 2015.

Portlandia filming in front of Russell
Elementary this past August

continued on page 3 
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Portlandia filming at Russell Elementary Fred Armisen, Heather Bailey (school principal) and Carey
Brownstein.

By Tom Barnes

As another summer winds
down, it has been another very
successful season for the East
Portland Rovers.

What is a “Rover”, you ask?
It started a couple of years
ago after Donna Dionne went

to various National Night Out
(NNO) events and heard the
same concern voiced by all the
organizers. That concern was
“We need more volunteers!”.
She called a meeting together
and after some brainstorming,
the East Portland Rovers was
formed.

The Rovers are a group of vol-
unteers that represent nine
outer East Portland neighbor-
hoods, including Powellhurst-
Gilbert, Centennial, Mill Park,
Glenfair, Hazelwood, Wilkes,
Parkrose, Parkrose Heights
and Rockwood. 
We work together and pool

our resources to support the
activities at eight National Night
Out/Movie in the Park events in
outer East Portland. Along with
bringing volunteers to the
events, we also meet regularly
to help each other with event
planning.  We
also have a

Roaming with East Portland Rovers

GABA’s 2015 Citizen of the Year:

Superintendent
Dr. Karen Fischer Gray

continued on pa   
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David Douglas School District Assistant Superintendent Ken
Richardson presents the 2015 GABA Citizen of the Year award plaque
to Dr. Karen Fischer Gray. 



East Portland Neighbors,
Inc. distributes the East
Portland Neighborhood
Association News for free.
The goal of this newspaper
is to build our community
voice through publicizing
the activities and efforts of
neighbors in East Portland.
EPNAN is produced by the
community, for the commu-
nity. Most of the articles are
written by volunteers and
the responsibility for the
content is that of the
authors. Corrections are
made when the need is
clearly indicated, but East
Portland Neighbors, Inc.
does not verify the accuracy
of the statements. East
Portland Neighbors, Inc.
reserves the right to reject
submissions. 
If you have a community
event or public activity of
general interest to East
Portland residents, we
would like to include it in
our paper. We welcome
your submissions; they
should not exceed 350
words, photos are encour-
aged. The paper is pub-
lished four times a year,
February, April, July, and
October. Deadline for next
issue is January 11th 2016.

Page 2 If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.eastportland.org

Thank you
for helping us
distribute the
EPNAN News!
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East Portland Neighborhood Office
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Kirkland Union Manors

Lents International Farmers Market

IRCO

Lily Market

Anoush Deli

BurgerVille

Oliver’s Café

The East Portland Neighborhood Association News
is funded, in part by a grant from the City of Portland,
Office of Neighborhood Involvement.

We welcome your
comments and suggestions.

East Portland Neighbors, Inc. 
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1017 NE 117th Avenue, Portland, OR 97220
Phone – 503-823-4550
Fax 503-823-4525
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Association
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Mill Park Neighborhood
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Parkrose Neighborhood
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Is your business, company, or office listed here?
If you want to provide copies of EPNAN News to your customers, contact us.

GABA CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: DR. KAREN FISCHER GRAYcontinued from page 1

GABA dedicates this meeting,
held on or near 9/11 every year,
to honor law enforcement, fire,
and safety and medical profes-
sionals who are committed to
the community’s safety and
wellbeing. This year, representa-
tives of the Multnomah County
Sheriff’s office, Portland Police
Bureau and Portland Fire &
Rescue were honored at the

event that featured live music
and entertainment.
When it came time to present

the Gateway Citizen of the Year
Award, David Douglas School
District Assistant
Superintendent Ken Richardson
told why Dr. Gray was selected
as this year’s recipient:
“Dr. Karen Fischer Gray has
been serving the Portland com-
munity for some time, and has
32 years in education.  Gray has
been a steadfast advocate and

voice for East
Portland stu-
dents and their
families. Under
her leadership,
P a r k r o s e
School District
helped stu-
dents increase
their test
scores, built a
LEED-certified
beautiful new
middle school,
and adapted in
order to better

welcome Parkrose’s diverse
families. 
“Parkrose not only offers per-

sonal meetings, tailored to the
specific cultural needs of stu-
dents and their families, but the
school district has also served
as a center for vibrant cultural
events in the community.  Dr.
Gray was also the winner of a
2014 Spirit of Portland Award.
“Dr. Gray is currently the Chair
of Oregon’s Education
Enterprise Steering Committee
and the co-director of the
Oregon Collaborative
Administrative Mentor Program
with Oregon Department of
Education and the
Confederation of School
Administrators. 
“Dr. Gray is an adjunct profes-
sor for both Lewis and Clark
and Portland State University in
Educational Leadership and is
on the Doctoral Program
Council for Lewis and Clark
College. Dr. Gray is a member of
the Multnomah County Local
Public Safety Coordinating
Council representing education,
a Board member of the
Classroom Law Project and

Vice Chair of the Board for the
Academy of Architecture,
Construction and Engin-eering
(ACE). 
“Dr. Gray is on the Executive
Council for the Cradle to Career
Initiative and the winner of the
Multnomah County John
Kitzhaber Public Health

Leadership Award for 2012. Dr.
Gray was a 2011-2012 nominee
for Oregon Superintendent of
the Year. Finally, Dr. Gray is a
Commissioner on the City of
Portland’s Planning and
Sustainability Commission. –
Parkrose School District

© 2015 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use image

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4248 about to fire a “21-Gun Salute”
at the 2015 GABA ‘First Responders Tribute.’ 

GABA presents this Citizen of the Year award
plaque to Dr. Karen Fischer Gray.

great relationship with Jeff
Milkes and David Chen from
Portland Parks & Recreation
(PP&R). Every year, PP&R has
supported event by providing
equipment and supplies. 
And, I want send out a very
heart-felt “thank you” to
Trevor Hopper from Mill Park
and “his kids”.  From set up to
making snow cones to break
down, you kids “rocked”.
To help pay for the events,
we do a pass the hat before
the movie starts at each
event.  Then we pool all the
money and split the proceeds
evenly.  This helps offset the
costs, which is $800.00 or

more.
The first two events were hot
and we stopped asking when
it hit 101 degrees. All things
considering the events went
well and we had over 400
attendees at each event.  To
cap off our season, we helped
out at the Division Midway
Alliance with the “Festival of
Nations” event at Division
Center.
If you would like to volunteer
to be a Rover and get your
own red shirt (our uniform) or
get more information east-
pdxrovers@gmail.com.
For myself and all my Rover
friends we would like to thank

everyone that came out and
supported our events and we

cannot wait to see you in 2016
at our next events.

These East Portland Rovers, Mill Park neighborhood youth, help out at
many of the summer events.

ROAMING WITH EAST PORTLAND ROVERS continued from page 1
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PORTLANDIA FILMING AT RUSSELL ELEMENTARYcontinued from page 1

dates and times listed on the
Nextdoor social media website,
and on www.epno.org. It will be
in conjunction with a neighbor-
hood community group, and
will feature a donation program
for dropping of unwanted items
and household discards.

Metro to create pedestrian
access to Glendoveer
East Portland Advocates have
meet with Metro representa-
tives and Shirley Craddick,
Metro Councilor about the lack
of sustainable pedestrian and
Americans with Disabilities Act
access to the Glendoveer
Walking trail at NE 148th and
Halsey. This is a critical issue as
many people walk to the trail

access point and must enter
through the drive way along
with cars. Many persons walk
with strollers and occasionally
persons in wheel chairs use the
trail or access to Glendoveer.
Metro and Glendoveer employ-
ees fenced in the entrance
recently restricting access and
creating unsafe access to the
park. Please review the drawing
of the new entrance.
Portland Bureau of
Transportation promised cross-
walks on Halsey and 122nd,
they promise then backed away
and may deliver by less than
half. 

Right:
Fitness path entrance
design to Glendoveer.

By Barb Klinger

August 1st was a very hot
Saturday, but the show must go
on, and that it did. The
P o w e l l h u r s t - G i l b e r t
Neighborhood Association
(PGNA) along with the help of
volunteers from  Renaissance
Cafe, the East Portland Rovers
and the Portland Parks and
Recreation (PP&R) staff all
worked together to pull off this
event for our community.
Regardless of the heat there
were about 400 attendees.
Volunteers cooked hot dogs
and handed out water and
chips for the first 300 atten-
dees, as well as helped out with
the bounce house, and kid’s
area. Biff the Gentle Clown was
back making his wonderful bal-
loon art. Portland Teen Idols

and Echos of Yasgurs played
great music prior to the movie –
How to Train Your Dragon 2.
There were also numerous
informational booths with lots
of information to take home. We
want to thank all the volunteers
that came out, including
Portland Urban League, Friends
of Powell Butte, Sargent Hayes
– Geo caching, American Red
Cross, Humane Society,
Portland Youth Builders and Girl
Strength, just to name a few.
Some of the local businesses
also were involved by giving
donations. Safeway for supply-
ing Gatorade for the volunteers;
Burger King for ice for the snow
cones and Franz Bakery for the
discount on the hot dog buns.
These types of saving help to
keep our cost down and the

event free to the attendees.
P o w e l l h u r s t - G i l b e r t
Neighborhood Association
would like to give a big thanks
to all of the volunteers,
Portland Parks & Recreation,
the businesses/associations
that came and tabled, to Lori
and Lyle Boisen for feeding the
volunteers, and to the busi-
nesses that donated items for
us to use as well as to put in our
raffle. You helped make this

event successful. We look for-
ward to working with everyone
again next year. 
If you need more information
about PGNA please contact the

board via email at
pgnaboard@gmail.com or visit
www.pgpride.org.

Powellhurst-Gilbert holds 7th annual
National Night Out & Movie in the Park

© 2015 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use image

Returning “Hot Dog Chefs” Brian Lockwood and Lyle Boisen cook up
free “tube-steak dinners” for visitors. 

ABOVE: Earl Boyles Park fills with
guests, as the Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighborhood Association
Community Fair gets underway

RIGHT: Gentle Biff the Clown
makes balloon animals at the
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood
Night Out celebration.

By Brenda McSweeney

On Saturday October 17, 2015 at Glenfair
Elementary School 15300 NE Glisan from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., or until drop boxes are full.
We will be accepting bulky wastes and recy-
clable metals.
Do you have furniture, toys and other goods,
still in good condition, that you no longer use?
Please bring them also. We’re setting up a

special area for reusable items, come out  to
see what you can walk away with.

We’re asking fo  r donations.
NO yard debris or curb-side recyclable mate-
rials are accepted.
We are looking for volunteer’s for this Event
Brenda McSweeney 971-337-5290
email brendam170@aol.com.

Glenfair Neighborhood hosts a fall clean-up

ROAMING WITH EAST PORTLAND ROVERS
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By Tom Badrick

This has been a busy summer
in PHAN and around East
Portland. We hosted cultural
performances at Sacramento
Elementary. We have partnered
with Parkrose Neighborhood
Association doing four street
tree inventories. We have con-
tinued to work behind the
scenes on several other proj-
ects that will have significant
impact in the Halsey-Weidler
area.
Thanks to grants from RACC
(Regional Arts & Culture

Council), EPNO/ONI (East
Portland Neighborhood Office
and Portland Office of
Neighborhood Involvement) we
held cultural performances at
both Sacramento Elementary
and the Hazelwood Hydropark.
Special thanks go out to
Principal Karen Justice and
Parkrose School District as well
as the Portland Water Bureau
and the newly forming Friends
of Hazelwood Hydropark for
hosting our events. We hope to
make this an annual experience
in both locations.

Taking part in our joint street
tree inventory events has been
a great experience. When the
inventory is completed we can
move forward with the next
phase, creating a tree planting
plan. The inventory itself is valu-
able but the other value gained
from this experience is having
people and groups work
together. I personally enjoyed
working with new people, peo-
ple who share an appreciation
and value for trees and care
about community.
Although not visible yet, plan-

ning for the East Island on
Halsey-Weidler has continued
moving forward and it won’t be
too long before some of the
changes start becoming visible.
In addition by press time you
should expect to see the seven
public trash cans installed
along Halsey and Weidler.
Between this and the continued
fantastic work from the monthly
work crews from Multnomah
County Alternative Services
and our partnering businesses,
we should continue to see a
cleaner business corridor.

Speaking of litter, one thing I
have found distressing in our
neighborhood is the abundance
of litter. No, it’s not the top issue
on anyone’s list most likely but
it speaks loud and clear to any-
one that we as a community
don’t seem to care about our
own street, our own neighbor-
hood. You can say “it’s not my
garbage” but if you let it stay in
front of your house for weeks it
might as well have been you
throwing it there.

PHAN News
© 2015 David F. Ashton/East Portland News.com donated use image

Prajwal Ratna Vajracharya and his partner Corinne Nakamura of Dance Mandal Troupe perform a cultural dance as part of the Hazelwood Hydropark Cultural Series. 

By Arlene Kimura

Hopefully, everyone had a fun
and safe summer.
Hazelwood neighbors enjoyed
many summer events, including
concerts, a movie, and the start
of a series at the Hazelwood
Hydro-park. We had four con-
certs at Ventura Park with an
average participation of about
500-600 per concert. On one of
the hottest days of the summer,
we had 300 people attending
the community fair and movie at

Gateway Park.
Just recently, Friends of
Hazelwood Hydro-park had
their initial outreach event with
dancers in the Aztec tradition,
and two other events occurring
in September. We are also par-
ticipating in the First
Responders Tribute event on
September 10th presented by
the Gateway Area Business
Association. Later in
September, we will be part of
the Festival of Nations on

September 20th sponsored by
the Division Midway Alliance.  
Linda Robinson, one of
Hazelwood’s board members,
had back surgery in August. We
wish her a speedy and success-
ful recovery.
We will have elections at our
next general meeting. For
Hazelwood, that is scheduled
for November 16th, at 6:30 PM,
at the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Avenue.

Hazelwood Happenings
By Karen Hubbard

Chair, PVNA

1. Multi-jurisdictional areas are
complex and require many
representatives sitting at the
table to get an understand-
ing of how to move forward.
Just beginning to move in a
positive direction often
brings more energy to the
issue. Keep learning about
your resources and ask for
recommendations of people
and sources, you will find
new ones!   

2. Thorny problems (homeless
encampments, reaching all
neighbors, tax inequity, land
use and transportation)
require making hard choices
about using available
resources most effectively to
start making a difference. As
the saying goes, “If we keep
doing what we have always
done we will keeping getting
what we have always got!”

3. Engaging many minds cre-
ates a better solution and a
broader more nuanced view-
point. It is also more
fun…most of the time.

4. Having a great event that is
well attended, takes plan-
ning, commitment, outreach,
the weather co-operating
and the feel of a welcoming
place.

5. Sometimes the smallest idea

with the best connection
produces a success and dis-
proportionally large
response! Our example: the
mobile playgrounds first
summer with 125-150 kids
participating each week! 

6. Change is constant.  Plan
like you believe Murphy’s
law is working overtime!
Bring in new viewpoints and
folks to take on new respon-
sibilities. Create back up,
and ask for help. 

7. Be flexible and try something
new. If someone is willing to
take on a new role or project
no matter how small, say
yes! Invite other NAs to your
events, ask for their help in
getting the word out about
your activities. Many hands
make lighter work!

8. Take time to celebrate!
Honor the people, events
and connections in your
neighborhood. 

9. Be the connector! One per-
son (or six) do not have the
time, resources or brain
space to do everything that
needs to be done. Always
take time to connect people
to the resources they can
use to make a difference. 

10. Keep trying! If at first you
don’t succeed, re-evaluate,
ask for more input and try
again. 

Ten things my Neighborhood
Association has taught me
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Call to Report Graffiti
503-823-4TAG (4824)

By Jill Shepard Erickson

Movie in the Park. National
Night Out:  Wilkes
Community Group (WCG)
members Joyce Ley, Jim
Blatt, and Jill Erickson
served as members of the
East Portland Rovers this
year, a coalition of volun-
teers from nine East
Portland neighborhood
groups serving seven
events. Joyce Ley served as
chair of our planning com-
mittee. Our film this year
was the original Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory and the music was
provided by the Portland
School of Rock. We had a
wonderful turnout as
always.
Nextdoor Argay-Wilkes: A
new e-mail list serve has
evolved among Portland
community groups and ours
is combined with our neigh-
boring association west of
NE 148th. Sharing of issues
and solutions have included
problems with coyotes and
graffiti.
In planning for our night
out event, the ongoing
problem with graffiti in the

small developed Wilkes
Park on NE 154th and
Beech was mentioned on
the Nextdoor site. Despite
sending pictures to the
appropriate officials, only
the most offensive items
were removed prior to our
public event due to back-
log. WCG will need to
address graffiti abatement
when our meetings resume
in September. 
We have been pleased to
have representatives of
Argay attend our meetings
and some Wilkes members
have attended their meet-
ings due to common con-
cerns over traffic north of I-
84 on 148th, planned con-
struction of an apartment
complex just north of the
freeway on 148th  adding to
safety concerns, and issues
around the new side rail on
the Union Pacific tracks
along the freeway.
Neighborhood  Clean-up
Saturday November 7,
Margaret Scott School. The
public is invited to bring
metal, wood, yard debris,
and miscellaneous items to
the drop boxes with a sug-

What a summer it
has been in Wilkes
neighborhood

gested minor donation.
WCG meetings resumed on
Tuesday September 1, 6:30
pm, at Margaret Scott School.
We  would love to see more
residents attend the meetings
to discuss issues and oppor-
tunities. Our community is
located between NE 148th
and 162nd avenues, and from
NE Glisan Street, north to the
Columbia.

EPNO Staff photos

ABOVE: At Wilkes event, volun-
teers Richard Mohley, Alice Blatt
and Jim Blatt take a break at the
neighborhood table. 

RIGHT: Teenage volunteers with
the East Portland Rovers help out
at the snow cone booth.

By Richard Dickinson

Winding its way through East
Portland and beyond, the old
railroad line, operating under
various names, once connected
Portland with communities to
the east: Lents, Powellhurst,
Gilbert, Gresham, Boring, and
Estacada. While the train’s
clanging bells are no longer
heard today, the trail that we
now call the Springwater
Corridor still connects people
and community. What a bless-
ing to have this resource in
which to exercise, explore,
reflect, and engage with nature
and each other!
I’m lucky to live near a gor-
geous section of the
Springwater Corridor as it
heads out towards Powell
Butte, one with open fields and
a huge Mount Hood view.
Perhaps we’ve greeted each
other as you’ve walked, bicy-
cled, rode your horse, skated,
or skipped your way past.
Perhaps we have even engaged

in conversation, sharing stories
that arise from being neighbors
and enjoying the space. As an
introvert who is often thinking
about other parts of life during
my travels on the Springwater, I
value these informal connec-
tions that help us knit the fabric
of our associational life. 
These days there seem to be
very few places in life where we
share a social “commons”,
where our individual agendas
bump into others who have dif-
ferent perspectives and trajec-
tories than ours, yet where we
are afforded time and space for
civility. 
It is in navigating this shared
space that we help create who
we are as a community. Often
times it is the little acts that cre-
ate the most meaning: saying
“hello” to each other, picking up
after our dogs, taking care of
our own litter, or slowing our
racing bikes down as we pass
the kids on tricycles and grand-
parents picking berries. 

While we can and do create
community through interactions
in congested traffic, in the gro-
cery store, and on the street,
this seems to be so much easi-
er on Springwater. I’m writing
with the hope that we can be

deliberate in building relation-
ships; with the hope that we will
exercise “commons” courtesy;
with the hope that we might
slow down enough to recognize
each other, despite our diver-
gent agendas. 

If you see me walking or bike
riding in my own little world out
there, please make sure to
bring me into community with
your greetings!

The Springwater Corridor as a social commons

Residents enjoy a walk along the Springwater Trail.

Free ‘nature workshops’ come to
outer East Portland

By Lea Wilson

The East Multnomah Soil &
Water Conservation District is
inviting neighbors to learn
more about how to make their
yards and spaces more earth-
frielndly.
Registration is now open for

FREE and practical how-to
workshops on Naturescaping,
Rain Gardens, Native Plants,
and Urban Weeds. Workshops
are offered through the East
Multnomah Soil and Water
Conservation District and com-
munity partners.

Rain Gardens 101 
• Saturday, October 10, from
1:00-5:00pm Where: Mt
Scott Church of God, 10603
SE Henderson St. Cost:
FREE! Description: Learn
step-by-step how to plan,

continued on page 9
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By Annette Stanhope

This year the Parkrose
Neighborhood Association
partnered with the Rovers to
put on a larger scale National
Night Out and Movie in the
Park at Parkrose High School
on August 5. 
An estimated 400 people
attended the event and
enjoyed kids’ activities, com-
munity booths, raffle, food ven-
dors, free ice cream sundaes
and an appearance from police
and fire representatives. Circus
Cascadia’s tutoring on stilts,
hula hoops, and other circus
equipment was a big hit. Music
from Echoes of Yasgurs and
Portland Teen Idols, and the
movie, The Incredibles, round-

ed out the night.
We couldn’t have carried off
this event without the dona-
tions of time, money, and/or
materials from the following
organizations. We thank you
for making this event suc-
cessful:
• Parkrose School District
• Rovers
• Elmer’s 
• Pacific NW Federal Credit
Union

• Circus Cascadia
• Faithful Savior Lutheran
Church

• Parkrose YoungLife
• Prism House PDX
• Historic Parkrose
• Burgerville
• Aaron’s

And we’re especially grateful
for raffle gifts from The
Lumberyard, Rossi Farms,
Starbucks, Grub Market,
Simply Deals, and Parkrose
Hardware
The Parkrose Neighborhood
Association typically meets the
4th Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m. the Russellville
Grange, 12105 NE Prescott.
Our final general meeting for
the year – which features a
presentation on the Portland
Comprehensive Plan and the
election of our board – is
Monday, October 26. Watch
our website (parkrose.east-
portland.org) for the date of our
Holiday Potluck in November!
Regular meetings will recon-

vene in January, 2016. 
Want to get notifications of
our meetings? Have questions
and/or ideas? Want to volun-

teer on a clean up or National
Night Out? Contact Annette
Stanhope at parkroseneigh-
bors@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Parkrose National Night Out and movie a success

Photo by Annette Stanhope

Kids try out circus toys with Circus Cascadia. 

(Left to Right) Sgt. Hank Hayes, Crime Prevention Specialist Meg
Juarez and Parkrose Neighborhood Association Chair, Annette
Stanhope take a break during National Night Out.

EPNO Photo: Kari Koch

Parkrose crowd gathered for the movie. 

By Alesia Reese
Chair, Woodland Park

Woodland Park Neighborhood
Association was happy to sup-
port the children's entertainment
at both the Gateway Park Movie
event and the Slavic Cultural

Festival.
These summer time events
bring families from the entire
area out to play, eat and enjoy
their communities. Although
Woodland Park has no park,
being able to support other East

Portland parks is
an important
reminder that
more needs to be
done to ensure all
children have park
access.  
Park access also
brings activities
and events to kids,
especially those
living in housing

with no playground or outdoor
opportunities. East Portland
housing density will continue to
increase, with no incentive to
provide outdoor play areas,
more families will rely on the tax-
payer and the schools to pro-
vide kids with outdoor
resources.
October will bring the neigh-
borhood its annual clean up and
general meeting held in conjunc-
tion allowing neighbors to meet
in an unconventional manner.
With the new funding formula
directed by the East Portland
Neighborhood Office and the
Office of Neighborhood
Involvement, Woodland Park’s

Woodland Park supports summer events
annual allotment has been sig-
nificantly reduced. 
This reduction means that

continued opportunities to sup-
port summer events is undeter-
mined.

RIGHT: Cha Cha the
Clown keeps The
Rovers’ spirits up in
the wilting heat, as
they volunteer at the
2015 Gateway Park
Community Fair.

BELOW: Braving
the elements, these
students of the Slavic
Christian Academy
perform at the 2015
Slavic Festival. 

© 2015 David F. Ashton
East Portland News.com
donated use image



By Silas Covert-Keefe
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood

My kind hearted, beautiful
neighbors, I have a bit of unfor-
tunate news. There has been a
hiccup with the approval of our
wonderful community mural.
This may cause the mural to be
moved away from the pro-
posed SE 136th retaining walls. 
But do not fear! The residents
of the Powellhurst-Gilbert
neighborhood are determined
to make this mural happen!
And behind them is the (hand-
some) Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighbor-hood Association,
with the help of Kris Bella from
Free Arts NW. Kris has become
a veritable patron saint of com-
munity art, and with her skills
and insight, our community
shall persevere! We remember
Tupac’s declaration of confi-
dence in the face of adversity:
“We remain true, still ballin’.” 
Residents of our neighbor-

hood came together on three
different occasions and told us
what they wanted to see repre-
sented in a mural--told us what
they felt represents our neigh-
borhood. Three youths (two of
which live in the neighborhood)
took those ideas, worked very
hard, and designed a gorgeous
mural. It will be painted in our
neighborhood, and it will be
painted by us neighbors
together, still ballin’.
Currently we’re looking into
walls on private property to
paint this mural, and more. If
you have any ideas of a place
you would like to see a mural,
let us know! If you’re a busi-
ness and would like to see a
mural on your building, let us
know!  
If you have ideas, want to
help, have questions, or any-
thing else involving the mural
project, email us at
pgnaboard@gmail.com, or find
us on Facebook at
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighbor-
hood Association. Also, if you
have anything else you want to
ask about, get involved with, or
start, please contact us!
That is all for now my neigh-
bors. Look to our Facebook
page to find more updates
about the mural, keep your ear
open for news of a youth zine
project, and stay ballin’.
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By Andrew Land

Why is it that East Portlanders
have been planting trees
recently at a faster pace than
ever before? After all, don’t they
require time, money, and energy
that we just don’t have any-
way?
The first thing that prompted
me to plant trees was the real-
ization that a neighborhood
without trees is just missing
“something.” I learned to
appreciate the way trees
announce their presence
through spring flowers, by pro-
viding shade in the summer or
windbreaks in the winter, or
with their striking red or yellow
fall color. Even dormant trees in
the winter provide something to
look at while the skies are gray.
Really? No worrying and not a

big hassle? Although it takes
10-15 gallons of water per week
during the first couple summers
to get a tree established, it bare-
ly costs $10 for that amount of
water. 
Shouldn’t we worry about trees
breaking our sidewalks and
growing into primary power
lines? No, because space along
the streets is now inspected so
that homeowners can choose
the “right tree for the right place,”
Don’t trees break sewer or
water lines underground? No!
Trees are opportunistic and not
invasive, meaning they’re just
drawing attention to a problem
that would exist even if they
weren’t there.
Just because they’re not a lia-
bility, does that make them an
asset? Well, they cool the air

around them in the summer and
can block winter wind, which
saves money and energy on
heating and cooling. They also
clean air pollution, while produc-
ing the oxygen we breathe.
The City of Portland loves trees
because of their impressive abil-

ity to filter water, and their shade
also protects children from
harmful ultra-violet rays. Heck,
trees can even provide those
same kids with snacks like fruit
and nuts (something local and
migratory birds and small mam-
mals like, too!) 

If you’d like to see what trees
you have to choose from for
either the public space along the
street or for your private property
this planting season, please sign
up at www.friendsoftrees.org or
call Andrew at 503-467-2518 to
get with the trend!

Why I plant trees

This photo was taken David Douglas High School and is of members of her Naito-Award-Winning ESL stu-
dents at the Hazelwood, Centennial, Glenfair, Mill Park planting in January 2015. 

Photos by Anne Downing

Volunteer Crew Leader Kate Hibschman's crew. 

Volunteer Neighborhood Coordinators Owen Christy and Trinity Cassel
(of Mill Park) and Chris Maschiocchi of Hazelwood. (Vinette Kennedy-
Scott, also of Hazelwood, is not pictured).

We Got 99 Problems,
but Art Ain’t One

By Gary Miranda

On Saturday, September 19
from noon to 3:00 p.m., the
Friends of the Portland Memory
Garden again hosted their third
annual “Harvest Fest” at the Ed
Benedict Community Garden. 
All were invited to come and

tour this multi-cultural commu-
nity garden, which is located off
SE Powell at 104th Avenue,
adjacent to the Portland
Memory Garden. 
Gardeners showcased the
bounty from their gardens, and
the event featured a chef on

site who will demonstrated
preparing healthy recipes from
fresh produce, “From Plot to
Pot.” 
Visitors were able to sample
the foods and take home
recipes, as well as participate in
free nature activities.

“Harvest Fest” repeats in the
Ed Benedict Community Garden

Photo by Patty Cassidy
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By Arlene Kimura
and Jeremy O’Leary

EPAP Chairs

Developed by East Portland
Action Plan Civic Engagement,
Economic Development, and
Housing Subcommittees and
submitted by Lore Wintergreen,
EPAP Advocate
EPAP Subcommittees worked
for a year to develop an
‘Involuntary Displacement
Prevention Action Tool-Kit for
East Portland’. The full DRAFT
Recommendations document
explains each of the following
tools and can be found at the
EPAP office, 1017 NE 117th Ave.
or view online at:
http://goo.gl/GVNM2B
This tool-kit will complement
the ‘EPAP Strategic Priorities’
that we set annually for livability
improvements. We can do both
livability improvements and
involuntary displacement pre-
vention at the same time (kind of
like walking and talking).
If we do not DO SOMETHING
NOW to put these tools into
action in the next 5 – 10 years;
we will not be preventing invol-
untary displacement, we will be
mourning the losses in our com-
munity.

*Involuntary Displacement
happens when you have to
move your home or business
because it costs too much
and you can’t find another
location nearby because it
also costs too much. 

The following Recommen-
dations were reviewed during
an open community meeting on
August 29, 2015. The 5-hour
meeting had over 150 people
and heard input and sugges-
tions about the following
DRAFT Recommendations.
The input will be considered at
each related EPAP
Subcommittee and a final
Recommendation will be
brought to the general monthly
EPAP meeting for consideration.

Recommended Civic
Engagement Tools:

A. Ongoing Civic
Engagement Process

It is important that the commu-
nity stay involved to provide
leadership and guidance on how
to strategically address these
community-identified issues and
resource allocations. 
B. East Portland Action

Plan Civic Engagement
Grants

Fund the East Portland Action
Plan Civic Engagement Grants
program that allocates monies
for language and racially/ethni-
cally specific projects for those
who are under-resourced/served
and not normally included in
decision making. 

Recommended Economic
Development Tools:
A. Living Wage Provisions
Additional income will position
people to afford rent and housing
increases. 
B. Local Hiring
This requires developers and
contractors to prioritize hiring
locally (defined as from East
Portland), as well as hiring
women and minorities. 
C. Minority Contracting
East Portland has the city’s
highest percentage of the popu-
lation identified as "minority", so
minority contracting should help
employ the East Portland minor-
ity population in family-wage
jobs. 
D. Commercial Stabilization
This includes storefront
improvements, targeted busi-
ness assistance, capital
improvements, business attrac-
tion, and community-controlled
commercial development. 
E. Community
Reinvestment Act

Banks and hospitals have to
reinvest in communities within 3
to 5 miles of each facility. We can
advocate for this tool to benefit
local, women, and minority busi-
ness stabilization and growth. 
F. Commercial Transit

Oriented Development
(TOD) 

Incentives for business reten-
tion and growth near current and
planned transit centers can pro-
mote development and employ-
ment. 
G. Community Benefit

Agreements (CBA)
This requires a real estate
developer to provide specific
benefits to the local community
or neighborhood. CBAs have
funded workforce training, local
hiring, childcare access, and
public benefit projects that rein-
force access to family-wage
jobs.

Recommended
Housing Tools:
A. Rent Stabilization 
Just as Oregon has property
tax increase protection, Rent
Stabilization protects tenants in
residential multi-family proper-
ties from excessive rent increas-
es by mandating reasonable
gradual rent increases, while at
the same time ensuring the land-
lords receive a fair return on their
investment.  
B. Just Cause Eviction

(JCE), Code
Enforcement, and Renter
Education

Landlords retain full right to
evict a tenant for breach of rental
contract, but this ensures that
landlords can only evict with
proper cause. Code
Enforcement can ensure that
multi-family dwellings are owned
and managed responsibly.
Rights and responsibilities edu-
cation for renters to ensure the
systems are reasonably moni-
tored and enacted.
C. Anti-Displacement

Impact Analysis  
Impact Analysis is a tool that
requires multi-family and com-
mercial developments to provide
a pre-build assessment of the
effect such development will
have on displacement in the area

(usually within a one-mile radius).
D. Housing Acquisition

Rehabilitation to Insure
Affordability

This applies public housing
dollars to purchase existing
multi-family developments in
poor condition and to rehabili-
tate the facility for use as
affordable housing to be man-
aged by a public entity or non-
profit that serves low-income
populations.
E. No Net Loss/Affordable
Housing Preservation
Ordinance

The City has to maintain a fixed
amount of affordable housing
through preservation, new con-
struction, or other replacement
of lost units. 
F. Broadening
Homeownership and
Cooperative Ownership  

Programs that increase oppor-
tunities for low and moderate
income households to purchase
a home. Cooperative Ownership
occurs when a group of people
form a collective business cor-
poration to share ownership of a
building. 
G. Inclusionary Zoning
This requires developers to
make a percentage of housing
units in a new residential devel-
opment available to low and
moderate income households.
In return developers receive pro-
visions that reduce construction
costs or promote the developers
goals. 
H. Community Benefits

Agreements (CBA)
This is a contract to provide
specific benefits to the local
community or neighborhood in
exchange certain provisions
from that community or neigh-
borhood. CBAs have funded
workforce training, local hiring,
childcare access, affordable
housing units, re-location
stipends, and other public
benefits.

Involuntary Displacement* Prevention:

5 – 10 Year recommendations
for East Portland

By Arlene Kimura

One of the many family
businesses on the eastside
of Portland has been De
Leon’s. Founded in 1990 by
Anselmo and Francisca De
Leon as a general grocery
store with products with a
Latino emphasis and deli, De
Leon’s has been noted in
many of the food blogs
around town.
Following in the family foot-
steps is daughter Lucy De
Leon; she is now in charge of
the catering business. In the
past few years, the catering
has grown out of
customers/families request-
ing food for events for the
deli. Branching out, Lucy,
along with her spouse, do
catering to special events for
individuals, sell at farmers’
markets, and provide cater-
ing to corporate events
throughout the Portland
metro area, including
Vancouver, WA.
Just this past summer, the
catering also extended to
concerts in Ventura Park for
Portland Parks and
Recreation. The food is
good, the prices are right,
and the business is mindful
that they are part of this
community.
So, if you are interested,
take a drive eastward on
Glisan Street and stop in at
the De Leon’s for some great
food. Tortilleria Y Tienda De
Leon’s located at 16223 NE
Glisan Street, (503) 255-4356

Lucy DeLeon
opens
Tortilleria Y
Tienda

PLEASE
RECYCLE THIS

PAPER
SHARE WITH
A FRIEND

Powellhurst-
Gilbert
Neighborhood
holds clean-up

By Richard Dickinson

Volunteers with he
P o w e l l h u r s t - G i l b e r t
Neighborhood Association
invite their neighbors our
annual “Clean-up, Reuse and
Recycle” event:
October 17, 2015, 9:00 a.m.
or until drop boxes are filled.
For more information on what
is accepted, check our web-
site http://pgpride.org or con-
tact us by email
pgnaboard@gmail.com.
It’s at Ron Russell Middle
School, 3955 SE 112th Ave.
at SE Bush Street.
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By Karen Hubbard,
PVNA Chair

The Pleasant Valley
Neighborhood Association
(PVNA) is reaching out to our
neighbors but we are still missing
your family’s perspective! 
We are asking for your ideas
and suggestions for the best way
to connect with a MUCH larger
proportion of our neighbors.
Understanding your needs
means we can create better ways
to quickly get you the informa-

tion, resources and effective
solutions you need to resolve
your concerns. Our local school
district students speak more than
50 languages and represent
more than 65 different ethnic and
cultural groups. So our question
is why have we not made con-
nection with more of our neigh-
bors?  
We have been honored to assist
folks from the Lao Buddhist NW
Center with their application for
building permits. We were
delighted to share the invitation

to celebrate with the local Karen
community (an involuntarily dis-
placed group from the ongoing
civil war in Burma) with our neigh-
bors. And we joyfully welcomed
the Imam and his congregation to
the new mosque in our neighbor-
hood.
We also mourned with our
neighbors the terrible tragedy in
Paris as people of good intention
were killed by terrorists, and the
injuries and fatalities from pedes-
trians and car accidents on SE
136th, Jenne and Foster Road.

Each event was an opportunity to
bring together many resources to
tackle the ongoing issues for our
neighbors. 
At the recent East Portland
Neighborhood Chairs meeting
we discussed the need for more
diverse perspectives to be
included in our neighborhood
associations.  We have had some
successes but clearly more
needs to be done. PVNA specifi-
cally wants to better understand
the needs and perspectives of
renters, teens, young adults and

folks who can help us under-
stand how to engage their fami-
ly’s perspective.   
We need you! Visit our website
at http://pleasantvalley.eastport-
land.org/ or find us on Facebook
under Pleasant Valley Neighbors.
Got an idea about how to better
connect? 
Call Karen Hubbard, PVNA chair
at 503.760.3670. 
Next General meeting:
November 18th, 2015, Pleasant
Valley Grange, 17115 SE Foster
Road, at 7:00 p.m. See you there!

Do you live, work or play in Pleasant Valley? How can
we connect with you? We need your input! 

By Maija Spencer
Parks Replacement Bond
Community Engagement

Last fall, Portland voters over-
whelmingly supported the Parks
Replacement Bond.  Thank you!
Because of that support, we are
pleased to announce that work
is beginning on multiple projects
across the city of Portland. 
The Parks Replacement Bond
will repair and replace critical
structures in the parks system,
including playgrounds, bridges,
pools, and roofs. Bond projects
will also seek to eliminate barri-

ers to accessibility for people
with disabilities. 

Here are a few highlights of
bond projects planned for
East Portland:
• Argay Park: The tennis
courts will be resurfaced and
repaired.  

• Lynchview Park: This park
will receive a new playground
to serve children of all ages.   

• Parklane, Ventura, and
Wilkes Parks: Portable toi-
lets at these parks will be
replaced with permanent
Portland Loos to better serve

parks users.
• Lents and Ventura Parks:
Outdated play equipment will
be replaced, and both play-
grounds will receive accessi-
bility improvements. 

• Bloomington and
Glenwood Parks:
Restrooms at these parks
will be renovated and made
more accessible to all users. 

Parks staff will be giving a
presentation about the new Loo
restroom at Wilkes Park at the
Wilkes Community Group meet-
ing on Tuesday, October 6th,
from 6:15pm to 6:45pm.  The

meeting is tentatively
scheduled at Margaret
Scott Elementary 14700
NE Sacramento. Please
check the location via the
contact information
below if you plan to
attend. All are welcome!
The bonds were sold in
July, so project planning
is just beginning. Go to
www.parksreplacement-
bond.org for the latest
updates as plans are further
developed and refined.
Questions? Contact Parks
Bond Community Engagement

Coordinator, Maija Spencer at
maija.spencer@portlandore-
gon.gov or 503-823-5593.

Parks Replacement Bond work kicks off 

Photo provided by PP&R

design, and build your own
rain garden! Topics include
determining the right size and
location for a rain garden, how
to build it, and advice on
choosing plants that will thrive
in it. The workshop includes a
field trip to a nearby rain gar-
den. Registration required.

Please register online at
http://goo.gl/MLkHD9 or call
503-935-5368.

Native Plants
• Wednesday, November 4th
from 6:30-9:30pm Where:
Leach Botanical Garden, 6704
SE 122nd Ave. Cost: FREE!
Description: Explore the bene-

fits of gardening with native
plants. Come be introduced to
common native plants and
see examples of their pre-
ferred growing conditions. Get
tips on successfully planting
and caring for a thriving and
diverse native landscape.
Registration required. Please

register onlineat
http://goo.gl/MLkHD9 or call
503-935-5368.

Urban Weeds
• Thursday November 5th
from 6:30-9:30pm Where:
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 4244
SE 91st Ave. Cost: FREE!
Description: Learn how to
identify common garden and
landscape weeds along with
some other notorious plant
invaders of the region. Gain an
understanding of how these
aggressive plants take over –
and how to get the upper
hand controlling their spread
without turning to synthetic
herbicides. Registration
required. Please register
online at
http://goo.gl/MLkHD9 or call
503-935-5368.

Rain Gardens 101
• Saturday November 7th
from 9:00am-1:00pm Where:
Zenger Farm, 11741 SE
Foster Rd. Cost: FREE!
Description: Learn step-by-
step how to plan, design, and
build your own rain garden!
Topics include determining
the right size and location for a
rain garden, how to build it,

and advice on choosing
plants that will thrive in it.  The
workshop includes a field trip
to a nearby rain garden.
Registration required. Please
register online at
http://goo.gl/hHYJvv or call
503-935-5368.

Naturescaping Basics
• Saturday November 14th
from 9:00am-1:00pm Where:
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 4244
SE 91st Ave. Cost: FREE!
Description: Learn the basics
of designing and maintaining
a landscape that is beautiful
and diverse while also con-
serving water, building soil,
and creating habitat for birds
and pollinators.  Make a posi-
tive impact on your watershed
with your landscaping deci-
sions –and save time, money
and energy doing it! The work-
shop includes a field trip to a
nearby naturescaping project.
Registration required. Please
register online at
http://goo.gl/MLkHD9 or call
503-935-5368.

Send questions to
outreach@emswcd.org, or call
503-935-5368 for more infor-
mation.

FREE NATURE WORKSHOPS continued from page 5

By Ron Glanville

Mark your calendars for
Saturday November 14 for a
cleanup near the conjunction of
Russell, Parkrose Heights and
Hazelwood Neighborhoods, in
association with and on the
Parkrose Community United
Church of Christ property at

12505 NE Halsey (next door to
BI-MART). From 9 AM to 12
noon, (or when the drop boxes
fill up) we will be accepting metal
for recycling, household junk,
and mixed waste materials.
Not accepted will be any haz-
ardous or chemical waste, elec-
tronics, yard debris, no motor oil
or containers that have had fuel

or chemicals in them. No cement
or bricks, no asbestos hazard
items, Tires, or batteries.
We will be recycling and reusing
items for the duration of the
clean up, you drop off and can
rummage through the reuse
items. We can not recycle any
metal item than has ever con-
tained oil or gasoline.

Boy Scout volunteers are avail-
able to pick up items from your
home. A service of arranging to
have items for disposal picked
up if you are infirmed or cannot
deliver items to the Clean-up site
can be arranged (we recom-
mend a donation of $10) by call-
ing Parkrose Community Church
at 503.253.5457.  Pick up hap-

pen sometime during the morn-

ing of November 14th.

The volunteer organizations

who are participating in this

cleanup are asking for a $10

contribution for dropping off

refuse.

Neighborhood Clean-up announced near 122nd and NE Halsey



Page 10 If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.eastportland.org

East Portland Action Plan
(EPAP) general meeting
To coordinate implementation
of action items in the East
Portland Action Plan. Regular
meeting: 4th Wednesdays,
6:30 - 8:30 PM at David
Douglas District Office Board
Room, 1500 SE 130th (at SE
Market & 130th).  

EPAP Bike Subcommittee
To provide direction and sup-
port to the EPAP on bike-relat-
ed actions and make biking
safer and more fun in East
Portland. Regular meeting: 4th

Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:30 PM at
Muchas Gracias, 1307 NE
102nd Ave., Suite K. 

EPAP Chairs
To plan for and organize the
EPAP. Regular meeting: 1st
Tuesdays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM at
the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Ave., Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Civic Engagement
Subcommittee
To organize cultural + lan-
guage specific civic engage-
ment workshops, share curricu-
lum, advocate for ongoing
funding, and advise on East
Portland cultural + language
specific issues and projects.
Regular meeting: 3rd

Tuesdays, 6:30 – 8:30 PM at
the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Ave., Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower).

EPAP Communications
Committee
To provide communication
support (materials and web
page development, and transla-
tion/interpretation) to the EPAP. 
Regular meeting: 2nd
Tuesdays of every other
Month at 6:00 PM at the East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th Ave., Portland
97220 (between Halsey +
Glisan at the foot of the water-
tower).

EPAP Economic
Development (EcDev)

Subcommittee
To develop a strong business
environment which strengthens
existing businesses, promotes
new businesses, and expands
family wage jobs in East
Portland. Regular meeting: 1st
Mondays, 5:00 PM at East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th, Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Housing
Subcommittee
To find common ground in
supporting a range of housing
types in East Portland as a
means to strengthen livable
communities; encourage
healthy, complete, and stable
neighborhoods; and promote
family wage jobs. Regular
meeting: 2nd Mondays, 6:00 –

7:30 PM at the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Ave., Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower). 

EPAP Technical Advisory
Committee
To work collaboratively with
municipalities to implement
Action items and to coordinate
website reports of agency
progress on specific Action
items. Regular meeting: 2nd
Wednesdays every quarter
with the next meetings being
October 14, 2015, 3:00 – 4:30
PM at the East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th Ave., Portland 97220
(between Halsey + Glisan at the
foot of the watertower). 

East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) was charged in 2009 by the City of Portland and Multnomah County to provide leadership
and guidance to public agencies and other entities on how to strategically address community-identified issues and allocate
resources to improve livability in East Portland and to prevent displacement. Everyone is welcome to Committee meetings.

Please, request childcare and language interpretation as needed to support your participation.

New members and proposals for new Representatives and Committees are always welcome!
Everyone is welcome to all meetings. You can find the Action Plan at www.eastportlandactionplan.org or by contacting

503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov. To verify meetings, go to www.eastportlandactionplan.org/calendar.

EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN CALENDAR
East Portland Action Plan is an Issue, Interest based Organization in East Portland

By Brian D’Agostine

Oliver P. Lent School celebrat-
ed a rather remarkable new
space. With the help of Depave
and generous grants from East
Multnomah Soil and Water
Conservation District and East
Portland Action Plan, the PTA
was able to remove 2700sf of
asphalt and install a four tiered
amphitheatre. 
Using largely volunteer labor
and with some help from M&M
Construction Services, the site
was finished in time for the ear-
lier than usual start of school.
Students and teachers were
pleasantly surprised to see the
new installation. 

The fourth through eighth
graders take their recess near
the new amphitheatre. Many of
them use the space for hanging
out and showing off. Over the
next few months the space will
be improved as funds and labor
permit. Grass and trees will be
planted and student artwork
will be integrated into the
blocks.
You can help improve the
space! Follow the PTA at face-
book.com/lentpta for volunteer
opportunities or visit
lentpta.weebly.com to buy an
engraved brick to support play-
ground improvement. Bricks
are only $40 and can be

engraved with 3 lines of text, 14
characters each line. Create a
lasting memory for yourself or
honor your child, loved one, or
otherwise express your pas-
sion. Some of the bricks will be
used to honor our partners and
donors as well as tell a history
of the school.
A ribbon cutting celebration
was held on September 18th to
dedicate the new space to the
school and community. Many
local commissioners and con-
gressmen were invited.
Tamales, rice and beans were
served and live music was
played courtesy of Young
Musicians and Artists. This cel-

ebration also fulfilled one of the
intentions of this space to be
used publicly. We invite our
neighbors to come and hang
out. Contact the school to
reserve the space for your
event. 
Many thanks to Depave, East
Multnomah Soil and Water
Conservation District, East
Portland Action Plan, M&M
Construction, R&H
Construction, Istockhouseplans
LLC, Service Portland, Oliver P.
Lent PTA and the community
members, parents, staff, and
students of Lent School for
their grants, donations, and/or
volunteer labor.

Lent School celebrates new outdoor space

Photo by Brian D'Agostine

Kids play on new Lent School amphitheatre. 

Istockhouseplans LLC illustration

Sponsored bricks will form a
walkway.
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General Meeting:
Monday, Oct. 26, 7:00pm
Holiday Potluck Nov. 17th TBA
Russelville Grange
12105 NE Prescott Street
See parkrose.eastportland.org

Tom Badrick
503-539-8704
tbadrick@aol.com

Next General Meeting:
To Been Announced
Parkrose United Methodist Church
11111 NE Knott Street

Doug Cook 
doug_cook12@gmail.com
Next Meetings:
Tuesday, Nov. 17, 6:30pm
All listed meetings are at 
Portland Fire & Rescue
Station 12
8645 NE Sandy Blvd.

General/Board Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 6:30pm – GM
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 6:30pm
Wilkes Neighborhood Clean-up
Saturday,  Nov. 7, 9am-1pm or until
dumpsters are full
Margaret Scott Library
14700 NE Sacramento St.

Next General Meetings:
Thursday, Oct. 15, 6:30pm
Thursday, Nov. 19, 6:30pm
Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016, 6:30pm
University of Western States
Hampton Hall
2900 NE 132nd Avenue
Like us on Facebook.com
/RussellNeighborhoodPDX

Ron Glanville
Ronglanville@gmail.com

Next Meeting:
To Be Announced
Please check website
for next meeting

To Be Announced
See website for more details

Next General Meeting:
Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7:00pm
Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2016, 7:00pm

Monday, Nov. 9, 7:00pm
Potluck!
Monday, Dec. 14, 7:00pm
Ron Russell Middle School
3955 SE 12th Avenue   

Richard Dickinson
pgnaboard@gmail.com

Next General Meeting:
Tuesday,  Oct. 27,  7:00:pm
Tuesday,  Dec 1,  7:00:pm (Nov. & Dec.)
Lent Activity Center
8835 Woodstock Blvd.
Board Meeting:
Thursday, Oct. 8., 6:30pm
Thursday, Nov. 12., 6:30pm
Reedway Place Community Rm
8940 SE Reedway St.

Tuesday, Oct 27, 6:00pm
Gethsemane Lutheran Church
11560 SE Market Street

arlene.kimura@gmail.com

Next General Meetings:
Monday, Nov. 16, 6:30pm
Board Meetings:
Monday, Oct. 19,  6:30pm
December - No Board Meeting

To Be Announced

Trevor Hopper
mill.park.pdx.chair@gmail.com

Karen Hubbard
503-760-3670
lewellen@hotmail.com

Annette Stanhope
parkroseneighbors@gmail.com

Jesse Cornett
jesse@ilovelents.com

Kathi Holmes
kathimholmes@gmail.com

Follow PVNA on Facebook

East Portland eastportland.org
Argay Neighborhood Association argay.org 
Centennial Community Association centennial.eastportland.org 
Glenfair Neighborhood Association glenfair.eastportland.org 
Hazelwood Neighborhood Association hazelwoodneighbors.org 
Lents Neighborhood Association lents.eastportland.org 
Mill Park Neighborhood Association millpark.eastportland.org 
Parkrose Neighborhood Association parkrose.eastportland.org 
Parkrose Heights Association of Neighbors parkroseheights.org
Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association pgpride.org 
Pleasant Valley Neighborhood Assoc. pleasantvalley.eastportland.org 
Russell Neighborhood Association russellneighbors.org 
Wilkes Neighborhood Association wilkes.eastportland.org 
Woodland Park Neighborhood Assoc. woodlandpark.eastportland.org 
East Portland Land Use/Transportation landuse.eastportland.org 

East Portland Websites

East Portland Neighborhood Chairs Group chairs.eastportland.org 
East Portland Action Plan eastportlandactionplan.org 
East Portland Neighbors epn.eastportland.org 
East Portland Parks Coalition parks.eastportland.org 

East Portland Neighborhoods



By Kem Marks
AmeriCorps VISTA member

Division Midway Alliance for
Community Improvement
(DMA) is one of 6 Neighborhood
Prosperity Initiatives (NPI) in
Portland that work to revitalize
business districts.  The organi-
zation has seen a great deal of
growth over the last two years,
so much so that it recently
moved to accommodate the
ever increasing demand for
space.  On July 1, 2015 DMA’s
offices relocated to 11721 SE
Division St. in the old Dave
Edwards Insurance office.

DMA District Manager Lori
Boisen stated, “We loved our
old location.  It was in the heart
of the district, but we were

growing so much that it could-
n’t hold us any longer.  Now that
the community knows we are
here, and that we are a
resource, we are getting a lot of
requests to use our space. It is
a great feeling to be able to
serve our community.”
Many community organiza-
tions already utilize DMA’s
office.  One such organization is
the Community Alliance of
Tenants (CAT). CAT assists ten-
ants with issues they have with
their landlord.  Many of the peo-
ple who attend CAT classes are
recent immigrants from around
the world.  Another organization
is the Somali American
Association who helps Somali
immigrants with a wide range of
issues.
This recent surge in new activ-

ity hasn’t affected DMA’s pri-
mary goal of improving the
business district along SE
Division between SE 117th and
148th Avenues. 
“Portland State University
Business Outreach is one of our
primary programs, along with
other supports like our store-
front improvement grants,”
Boisen pointed out. “DMA will

continue these programs as it
finds other ways to revitalize the
community.”
If you are interested in finding
out more about DMA you can
go to their website at www.divi-
sionmidway.com or you can call
District Manager Boisen at 503-
841-5201 between the hours of
8:30 AM and 4:30 PM.
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YOUR LOCAL DESIGN FIRM OF CHOICE

ARCHITECTURE & ENGINEERING, INC.
DESIGN GROUP

Find us:
11104 SE Stark Street
Portland. OR 97216

Explore us:
axisdesigngroup.com

Call us:
503.284.0988

Email us:
info@axisdesigngroup.com

Like us on Facebook!
Search: AXIS Design Group

• Architecture

• Interior Design

• Planning

• Urban Renewal

• Remodel

• Sustainable Design

• Community

We understand
the process.
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Division Midway expands to larger location
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The new Division Midway Alliance for Community Improvement offices
are open to serve the district

By Ron Glanville

This summer I was able to
use my culinary talents in an
adventuresome way.  I spent
time with students in East
Portland at The Portland
Kitchen (TPK) teaching them
to cook!  For many years I
have taught in Culinary
Institutes and in Cooking
Schools and have found it
quite rewarding. This summer
was very fulfilling and I had a
blast.
Working with about 20 stu-
dents in the basement hall
and kitchen of St. Mathews
Episcopal Church in the
Parkrose neighborhood, Chef
Ariele Clark was the lead
instructor of the organization.
I and other volunteer staff
help give introductory classes
to interested high school stu-
dents in the culinary arts. 

The topics of the training
include food and equipment
safety, knife skills, nutrition,
then on to the basic classic
cooking methods: baking,

sauté, making sauces, roast-
ing meats, making broths,
and so much more. It is fun,
innovative, and the students
get hands on experience. 

The students get to follow
recipes and do some creative
things on their own. They are
exposed to various guest
instructors from various food
industries such as butcher
and sausage maker from
Nicky USA (a local premium
meat company) to New
Seasons Grocery employees
who inform them about vari-
ous topics in the food indus-
try. The students also go on
field trips to places like can-
neries, community gardens
and restaurants. They also
participate in food related
community events.
But most of all the students
have a lot of fun just finding
out about so many things that
delight the senses in the culi-
nary world, and get exposed
to an educational experience
they would never have seen

otherwise.
The Portland Kitchen is a not
for profit organization that
helps “set the table for suc-
cessful futures by teaching
culinary techniques, social
skills and healthy disciplines
to last a lifetime.” The classes
help to pique the student’s
interest and knowledge of
culinary arts; and help them
decide whether they may wish
to further train in the food
industry.
See more about The Portland
Kitchen by visiting -
h t tp : / /www. thepo r t l and -
kitchen.org/ and at
https://www.facebook.com/Th
ePDXkitchen.

The Portland Kitchen teaches local teenagers how to cook.

Student learning how to preserve and pickle watermelon in classes this
summer.


