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All about East Portland
Neighborhood Association News …
The
East
Portland
Neighborhood Association
News (EPNAN) isn’t a newspaper in the traditional sense.
It wasn’t created to compete
with community, city or
national news outlets – neither in content nor for advertisers.
EPNAN is the way the East
Portland
Neighborhood
Organization (EPNO) reaches out to you, our neighbors.
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Allow us to explain:
The volunteers who put out
this paper aim to help you –
the people who live here within the thirteen neighborhoods

in outer East Portland that
make up the EPNO coalition
(our alliance individual neighborhoods) – know more
about this sanctioned system
of neighborhood organizations, recognized by City government.
So, the stories and photos
you see on the pages inside
are about volunteers and
organizations that are working to help to improve the
quality of life in our area.
In this issue, for example,
you’ll find stories about the
many neighborhood associations that hosted National
Night Out Against Crime

events, graffiti cleanups, and
tree plantings.
As you look through our
paper and see how your
neighbors are making a real
difference in their neighborhood, perhaps you’ll be
encouraged by their efforts.
Then, possibly you’ll decide
to take as little as one hour a
month to participate in your
neighborhood association
activities, programs and
efforts. You’ll find that by getting involved with your neighborhood association or other
organizations, you’ll get the
satisfaction of knowing that
you’ve made a genuine con-

tribution with positive, farreaching results.
The volunteers of the East
Portland Neighbors Inc.
Newspaper Committee thank
you for taking a few minutes
to discover more about what
your neighbors are doing,
and how you can help outer
East Portland be an even
nicer place to live when we
work together.
Finally, remember that when
you “buy local” from outer
East Portland merchants and
service providers – whether
or not they are EPNAN sponsors – you help strengthen
our community.

Neighborhood Association
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Are you on our
free mailing list for
the East Portland
Neighborhood
Association News?
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By Linda Robinson

For the second year in a row, residents
of East Portland enjoyed free summer
concerts at Ventura Park (SE Stark
between 113th & 117th). On Wednesday,
August 19, with the high temperature
soaring into the upper 90s and relatively
high humidity for Portland, a crowd of at
least 200 people listened (and watched) a

fine perform- Krebsic Orkestar performs at Ventura Park concert on August 19.
ance
by
Krebsic Orkestar and the gypsy dancers. butions from the following sponsors:
The weather was still quite warm (but Oregon Cultural Trust and Multnomah
much cooler) the following week when County Cultural Coalition, Classique
Hazelwood
Neighborhood
Po’ Girl performed before a larger crowd, Floors,
Association,
REX
Heating
& Cooling,
estimated at 300 or more.
Adventist
Health
Medical
Clinic,
American
The 2009 Concerts at Ventura Park
were made possible by generous contricontinued on page 3

Soft surface walking
path completed for
West Powellhurst Park

PORTLAND OR
PERMIT NO. 653

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

If your name does not
appear
above
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us at 503-823-4550 to
make sure you get every
issue.

East Portland
residents enjoy
concerts at
Ventura Park

East Portland Neighbors, Inc.
1017NE 117th Avenue
Portland, OR 97220

By Elaine Medcalf

Volunteers completing the walking path at West Powellhurst Park.

I would like to take the time to ay a special “Thank
You” to Doug Brenner and staff of Portland Parks &
Recreation; Larry Kotan with Hands On Greater
Portland, Barry Manning, Bureau of Planning and
Sustainability; West Powellhurst School Principal
Allen Browning; and Powellhurst-Gilbert neighborhood residents for making it possible for the walking
path at West Powellhurst Park to be completed.
We are hoping to get a master plan for West
Powellhurst Park for other needed improvements can
be made. We have been working closely with PP&R.
continued on page 2

Meet your Portland City Commissioner:

Amanda Fritz
By David F. Ashton

Last November, Amanda
Fritz was elected to the
Portland City Council. When
she took office, she became
the “Commissioner of Public
Utilities”. In this interview, at
Portland City Hall, Fritz talks
about why she ran for office,
how she governs, and the
bureaus she oversees.

Fritz’s philosophy
of governance
“I have found that the reasons that I ran for office were
the right reasons,” Fritz
begins. “I know how to do this
[job] because I’ve been active
in citizen involvement for 18
years here in Portland. My
concept of government is: ‘By
the people, and for the people.’ This is why I ran for
office.”

About being in office
“The best part about being a
Commissioner is having a
vote, and providing a voice for
our citizens. After the testimony is closed, I am there on the
City Council to say what I
believe citizens want me to
say.
“Most challenging thing
about being Commissioner is
not having enough time. I
don’t have the capacity [I had]
as a citizen activist to take a
particular problem and work

on it diligently for three weeks,
three months, or three years.”

City agencies overseen
by Commissioner Fritz

county; and oversees Portland
Community Media and Metro
East Media communication
centers.

Bureaus, offices or agencies
in City government are supervised by Portland City
Commissioners. Here are the
agencies
for
which
Commissioner Fritz is responsible.

Office of Healthy Working
Rivers – This office seeks
ways to create more industrial
jobs along the banks of the
Willamette and Columbia
Rivers – as well as doing environmental restoration.

Office of Neighborhood
Involvement – Providing a
central staff and services that
support neighborhood associations and coalitions.

Asks for citizens’ input

Office of Human Relations
– It encompasses the Human
Rights Commission and the
Community
&
Policing
Relations Committee. It provides services to Portland’s
immigrant and refugee community.
Bureau of Emergency
Communications – They
operate the 9-1-1 Center, and
provide county-wide emergency police, sheriff, fire and
medical dispatching services.
Office
of
Cable
Communications
&
Franchise Management –
Administers utility franchises
for the City of Portland and
cable TV franchises for the

To contact her, the best way
is via Internet, Fritz says. “I
read and respond to all of my
own e-mail.
“We respond to regular mail
as well. In some ways, e-mail
provides an easier method to
pass along the message, in
the person’s own words. And,
calling on the telephone also
works really well.”

Shares secrets to getting action on issues
“People should understand
that staff does most of the
actual work in any elected official’s office. They shouldn’t
feel dismissed – instead, they
should feel honored – when a
staff person contacts them to
follow up on an issue.”
And
she
concludes,
“Sometimes, using whatever
mode of communication, a
person starts with ‘You are an
idiot, and have no principles,

Photo by David F. Ashton

Portland Commissioner Amanda Fritz says she sees holding a
governmental office to be public service.

whatsoever.’ I understand
they’re angry; something
unfortunate happened to
them, they want something
fixed. The most constructive
and helpful approach is if you

tell me about your concern,
what you’ve tried to do about
it, and what you’re asking me
or my staff to do.”

Contact information
E-mail: Amanda@ci.portland.or.us
Internet contact form: www.Portlandonline.com/Fritz
Telephone: (503) 823-3008
US Mail or delivery: 1221 SW 4th Avenue, Suite 220,
Portland, Oregon, 97204.
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By Carol Williams

What would you like to see on
the street where you live?
Would you be willing to give a
couple hours a month to get
together with other neighborhood people to work to improve
your neighborhood? Property
values are affected by the way
our neighborhoods look and
homes are kept up. Do you
have graffiti, overgrown landscaping or grass, drug houses or
obvious code violations on
neighboring properties? Just a
couple hours a month of volunteer time to join your neighbor-

hood board and discuss these
types of things could help
improve the streets of Parkrose
Heights. Give it some thought
and think about joining us. We
would love to have you as part of
the solution to this visual part of
neighborhood livability.
Our National Night Out was a
tremendous success! Thanks to
Stephanie Viegas Dias and Eric
Worley for all their hard work and
time in organizing and presenting this spectacular event for
everyone who attended! If you
missed it, you really missed a
good time with neighbors, fun

Soft Surfaces:
They have provided two garbage
cans and also will be planting
several trees this fall. It is such a
pleasure and delight to see the
kids playing at the west side
baseball field again. We are also
hoping to get some irrigation

and food. Our sincerest thanks
to our partner, the Parkrose
United Methodist Church Men’s
Group for their culinary expertise
in cooking and serving the free
hot dog dinner!
Everyone
enjoyed their efforts and they
were really great!
Our next General meeting will
be January 26, 2010 at 7 p.m. at
Parkrose United Methodist
Church. Be sure to mark this
date on your calendar and come
join us! If you need further information you may call Carol
Williams, 503-255-9596. We
hope to see you there!

continued from page 1

on the soccer field for the kids
safety.
As some of you may already
know,
West
Powellhurst
Elementary school is adjacent to
the park. After talking to Principal
Browning, he feels the school

kids can also benefit from the
walking path. I learned a lot doing
this project. In these hard times, it
does not take a lot of money to
make a difference in our community. So let’s all work together and
see what can be done.

East Portland Neighbors, Inc. distributes the East Portland Neighborhood Association News - News About East Portland
Neighborhoods (EPNAN) free. The goal of this newspaper is to build our community voice through the activities and efforts
of neighbors in East Portland. EPNAN includes Neighborhood Association news for all our residents. If you have a community event or public activity of general interest to East Portland residents we would like to include it in our paper. We welcome
your submissions; they should not exceed 350 words. Photos are encouraged.
EPNAN is produced by the community, for the community. Most of the articles are written by volunteers and the responsibility for the content is that of the authors. Corrections are made when the need is clearly indicated, but East Portland
Neighbors, Inc. does not verify the accuracy of the statements. East Portland Neighbors, Inc. reserves the right to reject submissions.
To submit an article or otherwise find out about the East Portland Neighborhood Association News, contact:
East Portland Neighbors, Inc.
1017 NE 117th Avenue, Portland, OR 97220
Phone - 503-823-4550, Fax - 503-823-4525
Email – info@epno.org
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Launch of the East Portland Exposition
By Mark White

The first East Portland
Exposition (EPO XPO) was
held on July 24, 25, and 26.
And if you weren’t able to
make it, you missed a great
time. Despite the heat on all
three days, there were
dozens
of
wonderful
exhibitors and great food and
entertainment.
The rock wall provided by
Portland
Parks
and
Recreation proved to be very
popular, as did the free blood
lead testing from Josiah Hill III
Clinic and free spinal exams
from
Western
States
Chiropractic College. Next
year, the event hopes to significantly expand the amount

of free health testing.
First events can
be
significant
learning opportunities and some
changes
are
planned for next
year based on the
experiences from
the launch event.
Photos by David F. Ashton
They include havNon-profits and community organizations
ing the event on provided information at many Exposition
two
days
— booths.
Saturday
and
on free activities within the
Sunday — instead of three confines of the festival. Many
days. We will also be concen- other things are planned and
trating all activities in the large will be announced over the
part of the park instead of two coming months.
separate areas. Instead of the
For all those who came to
carnival, we will be focusing the event, all those who vol-

Officers from East Precinct came with the Mobile Precinct to talk
with community residents.

unteered before and during
the event, and all those who
exhibited or supported the

event in any way, THANKS!
And we’ll see you next year!

End of Summer for Hazelwood
The official opening of Phase III of the Russellville
complex
occurred in early August. Wayne Rembold
Hello to all; fall is here. Our children are back in
said
that
when he told people about Russellville 15
school and the merchants are preparing for the holyears
ago,
they just laughed. Ten years ago when
iday season. Our summer came to an end with
Part
I
was
built,
most of the calls I got were about
some end-of-season events.
how people thought the colors on
the building were awful. Now, we
have a complex that spans senior
living from independent units to a
memory care unit.
Hazelwood also participated in the
cruise-in and community fair sponsored by the Gateway Area
Business Association and Parkview
Photo by Arlene Kimura Retirement Community. There were
AJ Prasad, president CARS, a lot of them. A good time
of GABA and Manager was had by all.
Photo by Linda Robinson
of the Columbia State
Wayne Rembold just before the Russellville Bank, at the GABA Finally, after all the months of construction and disruption, the Green
III ribbon cutting.
Cruise-in.
By Arlene Kimura

Ventura Park:
Sani-Can, Columbia State
Bank, Cooley Partners, Mt
Hood Community College,
and Mill Park Neighborhood
Association. We also received
personal contributions from
Commissioner Amanda Fritz,
Ted
Gilbert,
Christopher
Masciocchi, Arlene Kimura,
Linda
Robinson,
Mike
VanderVeen
and
Ernie
Francisco. Portland Ice Cream
Company was a vendor sponsor and KBOO was the media
sponsor for all the neighborhood park concerts in the city.
Events like this are possible
only because of the generosity
of our sponsors, so we wanted
to acknowledge and thank
them
one
more
time.
THANKS.
Keystone Kops from the
Gateway Area
Business
Association and other volunteers, helped pass the hat
(actually, watering cans rather

Line was officially opened on Saturday, September
12, 2009. Hazelwood folks spent the day at the
Ramona
Street
Fair,
tabling with the East
Portland Action Plan,
Gateway Green, Lents
Neighborhood Association,
the
East
Portland
Neighborhood Office and
Portland Crime Prevention.
There were many other
Photo by Arlene Kimura
organizations there as well.
Hector Osuna from
The next general meeting
Proud Ground, was
for Hazelwood is on most helpful in getNovember 16th, 6:30 PM at ting the canopies up.
the
East
Portland The canopies are like
Neighborhood Office. Have powerpoint projectors, no two are alike
a safe and enjoyable fall.
and each has their
quirks.

Woodland Park
in transition

continued from page 1

By Alesia Reese

Photo by Linda Robinson

than hats) at each concert.
Over the two nights, we collected $437, which has been
earmarked for Concerts at
Ventura Park in August 2010.
Revenue from sponsors and
grants in 2009 exceeded what
we needed for the two concerts but were not enough for
three concerts, giving us a

reasonably large carryover for
2010. The carry over will make
it easier to reach our goal of
raising enough to hold a series
of three concerts at Ventura
Park in 2010, instead of two.
It's not too early to make your
pledge! Just call Kristan or
Judith at 503-823-5446.

Woodland Park's neighbors
will be presented with challenging decisions at its
October General Membership
meeting
on
Thursday,
October 22nd at 6:30 pm in
the
East
Portland
Neighborhood Office Meeting
Room, 1017 NE 117th
Avenue.
The neighborhood will look
at ideas of the coalition leadership as well as the vacan-

Cages for all kinds of birds and
critters, proudly made in Lents
Shop our factory store for feed,
bedding, accessories and more!

Quality Cage Company
5942 SE 111th Avenue

(Between SE Harold St. & SE Foster Rd.)
Portland, OR 97266 ~ (503) 762-2607

CHINCHILLA SPECIALISTS!

East Portland Neighborhood News

See us at www.qualitycage.com

October 2009

cies on the Woodland Park
Board. The October meeting
provides the opportunity to
set the 2010 schedule and
make budget decisions for
the neighborhood.
Long time Board Vice Chair,
Moon Reilly, has moved to
Florida to be with family. The
neighborhood appreciates
her work and support for
Woodland Park; from fixing
the street grate on 101st to
the complexities of the city
system, Moon was there to
help.
Woodland
Park
again
thanks Metro and the Office
of Sustainability for its support of the neighborhood
clean-up. Two sites will be
available for Woodland Park
residents only. The 101st site
on the south end of the neighborhood and the Bell Drive
‘circle’ site will have dumpsters
for
residents
of
Woodland Park. Start now for
the clean up day, Saturday,
October 17th from 9 AM to 1
PM.
Thanks
to
those
Woodland Park neighbors
who volunteer to be site managers and those residents
who help the neighborhood
by filling up the dumpsters.
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Neighborhood mother helps Lents grow greener
By Teri Ruch
Friends of Trees

Julie Phillips loves Lents.
She likes its diversity, its
neighborhood association, the
number of children her son’s
age who live there, and the
Lents Farmers Market, where
she shops as well as “talks
trees.”
She also enjoys bringing her
Lents neighbors together to
plant trees, which is why she’s
organizing a Friends of Trees
planting for the third year in a
row.
“Walking the blocks near my
house canvassing for trees
was a good way to meet my
neighbors as well as other
stay-at-home moms,” she said
of the first planting she coordinated.
As a result of past plantings,
Lents now has 60 more trees

than it did before. This year
Julie hopes to sell even more
trees to more neighbors. She
enjoys planting day, as “a
rewarding way to get everyone together.” In addition to
the satisfaction of working
together to improve the neighborhood, neighbors enjoy getting to know each other at the
potluck lunch afterward.
This year’s Lents and
Powellhurst-Gilbert planting
will be on Jan. 16, the deadline for creating an online
account to order trees for the
planting is Nov. 16. Each tree
costs only $30 to $40 and
includes an 8-12’ tall nursery
tree, delivery, hole digging,
stakes and mulch, and followup maintenance checks. The
estimated actual cost for the
tree and all the services that
come with it is $195.

Julie Phillips and her sons.

To begin the ordering
process, just click on “Order
Street & Yard Trees” at
www.FriendsofTrees.org. If
you have questions, contact
Julie, Julie_oster@yahoo.com
for
Lents,
or
John,

Gateway property is one step
closer to becoming a park
By Linda Robinson
Chair of Parks Subcommittee, Gateway
Regional Center Program Advisory Committee

Last winter, the Portland
Development
Commission
(PDC) and Portland Parks and
Recreation (PP&R) acquired
four acres of under-used property along NE Halsey Street
between NE 105th & 106th. In
early September a contractor
began de-constructing the old
JJ North building on the property. After gutting the building
interior, recycling as much
material as possible, they
began tearing down the building's exterior walls this week - again, recycling as they proceeded. Ultimately, PDC and
PP&R expect the site to be
transformed into a three-acre
park, with one acre of supporting, complementary redevelopment.
The next step is to do some
soil clean-up on the south side

Photo by Linda Robinson

of the property, where a dry
cleaner was once located. A
Brownfields Clean-up Grant
from the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and
money placed in escrow by
the seller will pay for the
clean-up. The environmental
clean-up is expected to take
place between December
2009 and April 2010, followed

Meet Ann
By Valerie Curry

Meet Ann. Ann lives in a
modest residence in NE
Portland and is a vibrant and
talkative woman in her
nineties. Despite complications from glaucoma and
arthritis in her back, Ann was
an active member in her community and was completely
self-sufficient until a car accident when she was 88.
Having outlived her friends
and with no family nearby, Ann
was at a total loss for transportation. The walk to the bus
was daunting and proved to
be impossible. Ann signed up
for Ride Connection’s services
and is now able to attend necessary medical appointments,
go to the grocery store and
even visit with friends. Ann
says, “I couldn’t stop explaining how good this service is…
it’s my life and I don’t know
what I’d do without it. You just
don’t know how much it’s
Page 4

helped me.”
Ride Connection helps people like Ann every day.
Transportation is an important
element of each of our lives
and while it may be easy for
most, some struggle with the
lack of transportation’s effects.
At Ride Connection, we
believe the words ‘senior’ and
‘disability’ need not be words
that take away independence
and
mobility.
Call
503.226.0700 or www.rideconnection.org

by master planning by
December 2010 and park
improvements from 2011 to
2013. An extensive public outreach and participation effort
will be included in the master
planning effort to determine
the most appropriate features
and design to serve park
users.

jamcd100@gmail.com
for
Powellhurst-Gilbert.
Two other plantings are
scheduled in east Portland
neighborhoods:
Jan.
30
Centennial,
Hazelwood and Mill Park

planting, Nov. 30 deadline to
order trees;
March 13 planting in Argay,
Parkrose, Parkrose Heights,
Russell and Wilkes, Jan. 11
deadline to order trees.
If you live in Hazelwood and
have questions about your
neighborhood planting, contact Vinette Kennedy-Scott,
vweds@aol.com.
If you live in Centennial, Mill
Park,
Argay,
Parkrose,
Parkrose Heights, Russell or
Wilkes and would like to help
organize your neighborhood’s
planting, call Friends of Trees’
Greg Tudor, 503-282-8846
ext. 12 or Andy Meeks, 503282-8846 ext. 24. As Julie has
learned in Lents, you can
make a big difference in your
neighborhood and meet your
neighbors at the same time.

Interested in planting trees in
your parking strip or yard?
By Julie Phillips

In partnership with Friends of
Trees, the Lents neighborhood is planning a tree planting project in January.
Planting a tree creates long
lasting benefits enjoyed by
everyone and keeps our
neighborhood green into the
future!
Did you know that a typical
tree can… absorb as much as
10 pounds of pollutants from
the air? Clean 330 pounds of
carbon dioxide? Create 260
pounds of oxygen each year?
Trees also...help intercept
and retain 760 gallons of rainwater each year, cool our
homes in the summer, and
raise the property value of a
home by up to 20%.
A new tree costs as little as

$30 and there are many types
from which to choose. The
cost includes a site inspection
by the Urban Forestry
Department to ensure you
choose the right tree for your
home, hole digging, help with
planting your tree, stakes,
mulch, ties, labels, follow-up
monitoring, and information
on proper tree care techniques! Recall those hot days
of summer – a tree in your
yard helps to keep you cool!
The sign up deadline is
November 16 and the planting
day will be January 16.
Contact Julie at 503-249-0533
or julie_oster@yahoo.com to
get involved. For more information,
please
visit
www.friendsoftrees.org.
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Personalized Accounting
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from someone you can count on!
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Fresh News Every Friday!
Thank you all for your support
over the years as I continue
“reporting to and advocating for”
outer East Portland.
Every Friday night, you’ll find
new stories, filled with exclusive
photos, to read & share. Don’t
miss out! Check in weekly!
www.eastPDXnews.com
David F. Ashton - david@eastPDXnews.com

Speeding On Your
Neighborhood Street?
Call the Traffic Safety Hotline
503-823-SAFE (7233)

If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.epno.org

Bull Run Water System
By RoseMarie Opp

Why does EPA decline to
intervene on bad actions detrimental to public health while
on the other hand making our
community take action for a
problem that doesn’t exist,
which will actually change and
degrade our good Bull Run
Water System?
September 13, 2009 New
York Times has an article on
water problems throughout our
country. Please check this link
for
more
information;
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/
09/13/us/13water.html?_r=2&
partner=MYWAY#articleBody
Link Part of the article states:
“In the last five years alone,
chemical factories, manufacturing plants and other workplaces have violated water
pollution laws more than half a

million times. The violations
range from failing to report
emissions to dumping toxins at
concentrations regulators say
might contribute to cancer,
birth defects and other illnesses. However, the vast majority
of those polluters have
escaped punishment. State
officials have repeatedly
ignored obvious illegal dumping, and the Environmental
Protection Agency, which can
prosecute polluters when
states fail to act, has often
declined to intervene.”
We need to call congress to
be exempt from the EPA LT2
rule. Senator Merkley is working on our behalf. What are
Senator
Wyden
and
Representative Blumenauer
doing?
Call toll-free to
Washington DC 1-800-8280498. (www.friendsofreser-

voirs.org has information on LT2 rule)
What to do about
our city officials?
Many asked the City
Council to delay a last
August hearing and
to ask EPA for a delay
in a deadline of 2014.
Council would not
delay and decided to
move forward on two
tracks. They said
they would ask for a
variance and voted to
move forward with a
UV treatment plant in
case we do not get an
exemption. The concern is that once the
Bull Run Lake
city begins to plan, it
will become more difficult
tell the EPA our community
to get a federal exemption.
should not pay for a problem
In my opinion our elected offi- that doesn’t exist and that EPA
cials should get a spine and should start taking care of the

Photo by ©2007 Lawrence Hudetz

dirty water in our country, and
leave us alone as our water is
one of the best water systems
in the world.

Graffiti clean up rolls on!!!!
By Tom Barnes

The
Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighborhood has held two
monthly Graffiti Clean-Ups; one
on August 16th and the second
on September 19th. We had 15
great volunteers for the August
clean-up and, with a couple
hours of hard work, were able to
clean or cover most of the graffiti in the southeast corner of the
neighborhood. We created the
Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighborhood Monthly Graffiti
Clean-up off the momentum of
the yearly, city-sponsored neighborhood graffiti cleanup. This
was the most successful
cleanup in Portland’s history. We
decided to break the neighborhood into 5 zones, will clean one
zone a month, taking two
months off in the middle of winter. By breaking the neighborhood into zones, it keeps us

focused on a small area to
clean, this way we don't get
overwhelmed by the task at
hand.
Donna Dionne, owner of The
Love Boutique and Vice
President of the Midway
Business Association, is the coorganizer of the PowellhurstGilbert Neighborhood Monthly
Graffiti Clean-up with myself,
and has been a true inspiration.
With Donna's drive and hard
work, along with some terrific
volunteers, the graffiti clean-up
so far has been a great success.
Also, Marcia Dennis, Portland
Graffiti Abatement, has been
indispensable. Without her help,
knowledge, and the donation of
supplies, we would have been
dead in the water. We know
there are people who get frustrated with graffiti in the neighborhood, and some people are

Photo by David Ashton

Midway Business Association VP Donna Dionne of The Love
Boutique, works with David Edwards of Edwards Insurance
Agency, as they paint out graffiti along SE 122nd Avenue.

taking matters into their hands,
and painting out graffiti with
black spray paint. We applaud
their enthusiasm, but there is a
better, cleaner, and legal way of
tackling this problem. Also, if you

have been tagged please take a
picture first, then remove it
immediately. Ace Hardware sells
a good graffiti remover & Miller
Paints on SE Division has a
selection of inexpensive Metro

Recycled Paints.
Anyone who would like to start
a monthly or quarterly graffiti
clean-up, volunteer for our
clean-up, or would like to assist
in any way, please contact me,
503-761-6614, or email at
omdy12@gmail.com, or the
graffiti abatement program,
http://www.portlandonline.com/o
ni/index.cfm?c=32420.
If anyone would like to donate
to the East Portland Graffiti
Cleanup, you can send checks
to: East Portland Neighbors,
1017 NE 117th Ave., Portland
Oregon 97220. In the memo line
please write Graffiti Cleanup.
We are collecting donations for
supplies, a power washer and a
cordless paint sprayer. Small
steps can make a huge difference.

Ride Connection:

A resource for older adults and
people with disabilities
By Valerie Curry

Transportation is a vital link
between individuals and the
services and goods they need to
sustain a healthy lifestyle. For
many, the transportation services
offered by our organization are
essential to accessing medical
care, weekly groceries or the
local community center. For
some, transportation is the
answer to social isolation and
inactivity. Transportation is truly a
basic human need and unfortunately, this is an often overlooked
issue.
Ride Connection is a nonprofit
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organization that has been providing transportation resources
and services for older adults and
people with disabilities through a
network of over 30 community
partners since 1988. Its mission
is to link accessible, responsive
transportation with community
needs in Clackamas, Multnomah
and Washington counties. The
organization achieves this
through community shuttles,
door-to-door services and our
unique travel training program,
where individuals can learn how
to use public transportation with
a personal trainer. We study

each community in order to identify their distinct transportation
needs and meet them with
appropriate partnerships and
resources. Last year, we provided over 370,000 rides to over
10,000 individuals, yet many
older adults and people with disabilities continue to struggle to
find transportation to necessary
services or activities.
We rely on our many volunteers, our partnerships with other
community organizations and
federal and state funding to provide our services. We have a
fleet of lift-equipped vehicles,
well-trained drivers and an excellent call center and scheduling
staff. Getting registered and
scheduling a ride is simple. To
find out more about how to use
the service, call 503.226.0700.
For more information about
Ride Connection and the work
we do, contact Lydia Corran,
Outreach Specialist, 503-5281761,
or
email
us
at
locorran@rideconnection.org.
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East Portland neighborhoods host
successful ‘National Night Out’ events
One of the most important
affairs for neighborhoods
across outer East Portland is
their National Night Out
Against Crime event. Many of
these took place this year on
the “ofﬁcial” event of August
4 – but one came before, and
one after.

Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association
EARL BOYLES PARK

wellhurstesident of Po
Pr
,
te
hi
W
k
ar
M
iation, talks
borhood Assoc
Gilbert Neigh
booth.
s visiting their
with neighbor

AU G
4th

Lents Neighborhood Association
LENTS PARK

Portland City Commissioner Amanda Fritz
enjoys the Lents Ice Cream Social with
organizer Judy Welch.

AU G
4th

.

Samuel Turner pi
tches a beanbag
– just one
of the many gam
es for kids provid
ed at this
event.

“Want free drawing
tickets?” invites
Carol Williams, Chair,
Parkrose Heights
Association of Neighbors.

Volunteers Steve Aubrey and
Tom
Bossert are two of the chefs who
spent the afternoon and eve
ning
cooking up dinner for hundre
ds.

Event organizer Liesl Vistaunet takes a
moment with Tamberly Couch, Portland
Adventist Academy’s Development Manager,
to show future plans for the campus.
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PAA student
volunteers
Maggie Bailey
and Judith
Mendoza
provide cool
watermelon
slices on the
hot August
evening.

AU G
4th

Mill Park Neighborhood Association
SE YAMILL STREET BLOCK PARTY

AU G
8th

Mill Park neighbors Jun
e Hassebrok
and Pauline Stevens tak
e time to speak
with East Precinct Ofﬁce
r Joseph Young
at their event.

Argay Neighborhood Association
ARGAY PARK

Argay’s association
Chair, Valerie Curry,
says this National
Night Out event
wouldn’t have taken
place without the
help of many
volunteers.

.

Hazelwood Neighborhood Association
AT PORTLAND ADVENTIST ACADEMY

.

AU G
4th

An estimated 500 guests
came to this National Night
Out celebration.

Centennial Community Association
PARKLANE PARK

Mill Park National Night Out
organizer Todd Baker says he
enjoys helping turn neighbors
into friends.

.

Parkrose Heights Association of Neighbors
KNOTT PARK

.

AU G
4th

Volunteers from Ameri
can Legion
Portland Post #1 serve
a complete hot
dog dinner for visitors
to their National
Night Out event.

Vice Chair
Centennial Community Association
is ﬂank
Lew
Tom
ir
Cha
and
n
enso
Ron Clem
inct
Prec
Portland Police Bureau East
table.
Commander Michael Crebs at the prize

Glenfair Neighborhood Association
GLENFAIR PARK

Sue Flores, Olive Mangas-Larson,
Mike Vander veen, and Richard Larson
put together this year’s big Glenfair
Neighborhood Association celebration.

“The Working Stiffs” ﬁll Earl
Boyles Park with lively rock and
roll music.

Portland Police Bu
reau East
Precinct’s Ofﬁcer
Young gives
“honorary cop” sti
ckers to kids at
Parklane Park.

ROSE Community Developmen
t’s
Amie Diffenauer is one of the
volunteers who helped presen
t
and promote the Lents Ice Cre
am
Social.

.

AU G
4th

.

.

AU G
4th

AU G
1st

.

Story and photos by David F. Ashton

Kyle Ziegler, with CastleGate
Realty, Inc., and Jim swing out
to the lively tunes played by
The Kooltones.

Fischer Ferguson gets
to see what it’s like,
looking out of the
hatch of the FBI
armored vehicle on
display.

Parkrose Neighborhood Association
SENN’S DAIRY PARK

:
t was unexpected
This entertainmen
va LaFaye with
Commodore Mar
a and Skull &
di
an
rtl
Pirates of Po
full regalia.
Thistle, came in

Neighborhood Chair
Mary Walker says
she’s happy their
A favorite at National Night Out event is taking place
at NE 112th Avenue
events, such as the one in
and Prescott Street,
Parkrose, is a visit by Portland
“The sweetest spot
Fire & Rescue crew members.
in the neighborhood.”
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I-5 Columbia River Crossing wants your
thoughts on tolling and traffic
By Carol Williams

The Columbia River Crossing (CRC) is
a long-term, comprehensive transportation project that will replace the aging
Interstate 5 bridge, extend light rail to
Clark College in Vancouver, improve
seven highway interchanges and
include a better pathway for bikes and
pedestrians. The project will be funded
by federal and state governments, as
well as from tolls. Some of the CRC
tolling scenarios include tolling I-205 to
determine revenue potential, traffic

effects and public opinion.
Tolling will also help manage traffic
congestion by improving travel speed
and reliability for drivers. Tolls will be collected electronically to avoid the need
for toll booths and to keep traffic moving.
The project’s Tolling Study Committee
wants to hear from you. How should we
use tolling to help fund the project in a
way that is best for taxpayers, users of
the bridge, and nearby communities?
Your input will be provided to the Oregon
and Washington legislatures in January
2010.

Learn
more
at
http://tolling.columbiarivercrossing.org
and share your feedback in the following ways:

Survey
Take a five-minute Web survey at
http://survey.columbiarivercrossing.org.

Tolling Study Committee
The Tolling Study Committee includes
the chairs of the Oregon and Washington
transportation commissions and the directors of each state’s department of trans-

portation. The public is invited to the committee’s October meeting to learn early
results of the online survey and provide
comments. Meeting details will be posted
online once they are available:
tolling.columbiarivercrossing.org.

Ask for a presentation for
your group
If you would like to schedule a project
presentation at your group or organization’s next meeting, please email the
project at feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org.

Gateway Green gets Oregon Solutions designation

Photo by Linda Robinson

By Linda Robinson

Gateway Green is a proposal
to convert a 35-acre underused, publicly-owned property
near Rocky Butte into a regional
recreational area, with a focus
on bicycle recreation. It will also
include demonstrations of sustainable practices, including
alternative energy generation,

stormwater treatment, and
more.
Commissioner Nick Fish
announced, during the City
Council session on August 12,
2009, that the proposed
Gateway Green project has
been designated an Oregon
Solutions Project. This designation, made by Governor
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Kulongoski's office, is a huge
step forward for the project.
Gateway Green is a citizen-initiated project with economic,
environmental and communitybuilding objectives -- a project
that will require collaboration
between multiple levels of government, business and nonprofits. As such, it clearly falls
within the purview of the Oregon
Solutions program. With so
many stakeholders involved, the
Oregon Solution staff will play a
critical role as it facilitates the
group's work.
A Leadership Team has been
formed. In addition to the two
co-conveners, Rex Burkholder
from the Metro Council and Jay
Graves from the Bike Gallery
and the Oregon State Parks
Commission, the Leadership
Team includes representatives
from Oregon Department of
Transportation, Portland Parks

October 2009

& Recreation, Oregon Parks &
Recreation Department, City of
Maywood Park, and Friends of
Gateway Green.
A larger
Project Team is being formed. It
is expected that this group will
meet monthly, starting in
October, for at least six months,
perhaps as long as a year. In
addition, Friends of Gateway

Green will host a public meeting
quarterly to share the group's
progress, and solicit public feedback.
For more information about the
proposed Gateway Green project, go to www.gatewaygreenpdx.org or contact Linda at
linda@gatewaygreenpdx.org or
503-261-9566.

Neighborhood cries foul on
new Holgate bike lanes
By Jim Chasse

About a year ago, Portland
Bureau of Transportation officials received approval from
the neighborhood association
to install bike lanes on
Holgate from 92nd Ave to
122nd Ave. The plan called
for removing two travel lanes,
widening the remaining auto
lanes and the center left turn
lane, then installing the new,
wider than normal bike lanes.
The new installation looks
very different from the original
proposal. According to Jeff
Smith of the Portland Bureau
of Transportation, his neighborhood contacts were
informed of the changes, but
the proposal never reached
the general membership. He
admits he should have followed up on the newer
design changes with the
Neighborhood Association.
Smith also explained that
the current design is an
experimental
application
using “Buffered” bike lanes.
He also said there would be
some follow up work done to
avoid some of the confusion
reported by some drivers
traveling Holgate. Dashed
lines will be installed on the
inside of the diagonal lines to
better identify the new wider
bike lanes, and changes will

Photo by Jim Chasse

Workers install new bike
lanes on Holgate.

be done at some intersections to help drivers with right
hand turns.
With the opening of the
Green Line, PBOT hopes to
attract more cyclists from the
neighborhood to use light rail
by providing the enhanced
bike lanes on Holgate. Smith
goes on to explain that
because there is limited
East/West connectivity in the
neighborhood, Holgate was
chosen for the new design
because of the relatively low
traffic counts generated, and
the road was already in place
with direct access to the
Holgate Green Line station
and the I-205 multi-use path.
With all new designs it will
take the neighbors some time
to get used to it, and we
should all use caution when
traveling Holgate.
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GABA 1st Responder appreciation
By Ann Marie Sanchez
Gateway Area Business Association

Gateway Area Business
Association’s September 10th
General Membership Meeting
was under the tents at 111th
Square.
A firefighter from Portland’s
District 43 Station called Fred
Sanchez in May, asking if
Gateway Area Business
Association would again be
honoring first-responders in
September. He said that his
firefighters appreciated the
community’s remembrance
last year. “Of course,” Fred
reassured him, immediately
calling the GABA board to ask

them if they would again sponsor the September meeting by
the flag pole at 111th
SQUARE. This free to the
public annual event remembers 9/11 first responder victims and thanks Portland
Police
officers,
Portland
Firefighters, and Multnomah
County Sheriff deputies for
their service to the community.
Veterans performed a moving
flag ceremony, rifle salute, and
retiring the colors while reciting the touching ’13 folds’
story. Loaves and Fishes
treated first responders to a
delicious chicken barbecue
lunch with all the trimmings.

Veterans of Foreign Wars prepare to retire the colors and recite ’13 folds’.

Parklane NNO and free bike helmets
By Ron Clemenson

National Night Out at Parklane
Park was a successful outing
for the neighborhood folks and
kids who arrived on the sunny
and pleasantly warm evening of
Tuesday, August 4. Parklane
Park is located at 155th and SE
Main in the Centennial
Community Association "country", and some 50-75 people
were there to join the activities
along with City Commissioner

Amanda Fritz and East Precinct
Commander Mike Crebs, and
the fire guys and gal from Fire
Station 31. Other police officers
and dog also arrived and the
kids had lots of fun checking
out the fire engine, siren and all!
Attendees had the perfect
evening of 80 degree temperatures (instead of the 100+
temps of previous days, thank
goodness) to eat and drink beverages (pop furnished by CCA).
There were no speeches, but

Improvements at
East Holladay Park
nearly done
By Linda Robinson

just a good time and focus on
getting the word out that the
Centennial
Community
Association exists and works
for the community. Hopefully
this will encourage more citizens to come to our meetings
and participate in the processes
of neighborhood livability and
safety through involvement.
Crime Prevention and other
informational handouts were
also given out to attendees (
CCA meets the second

Tuesday of the month at Harold
Oliver Intermediate School at
7pm at 158th SE Taylor St.)
The highlight of the evening
was passing out some 20 bike
helmets to the kids of various
ages and sizes, to their delight
and ours! The helmets were
purchased by the Centennial
Community Association from
the Emanuel Trauma Nurses
Association. In all, the evening
was a successful and enjoyable
event in Parklane Park.

Somewhere down the road, the
adjacent 20 acre undeveloped
park acreage, will become a
wonderful addition as a regional park for all ages to enjoy (just
a little "promo") for this ever
growing area in outer east
Portland.
Hope to see some new folks
at our Community Association
meetings come fall and winter,
as well as our regulars of
course! Be safe and be
informed!

MORE LIKE HOME
fabulous home-style comfor t food
beautiful neighborhood setting
good friends and fellowship
daily well-being checks

East Holladay Park is
located between NE
Halsey & NE Glisan, with
the primary access at
12999 NE Holladay St. An
asphalt path was added to
the park in late spring and
has received quite a bit of
use this summer, by walkers, runners and novice
bike riders. Two new garbage
cans were added in early
September, one by the parking
lot, the other near the dog offleash area, making it even easier for park users to pick up after
their pets. Then, on September
15th, three benches were

For details on packages starting as low as $1,400 per month

Call Today
(503) 255-7160
Independent Retirement and Assisted Living

Photo by Linda Robinson

installed along the walking path.
Additional amenities will be
added to the park, as outlined in
the Master Plan (adopted in
2006), when funds become
available. To see a copy of that
Plan, go to: http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.

A new name for an old friend
Formerly
Seniors our concern ~ Christ our motivation!

&RPSXWHU SUREOHPV GULYLQJ \RX FUD]\"
Relax. Don will take care of it!

+DUGZDUHUHSDLUDQGXSJUDGH
1HZV\VWHPFOHDQXSDQGXSGDWH
1HWZRUNGHVLJQLQVWDOODWLRQFRQILJXUDWLRQDQGPDLQWHQDQFH
7UDLQLQJLQDOODVSHFWVRIFRPSXWHURSHUDWLRQDQGXVH
3KRQHDQGRQOLQHVXSSRUWDOVRSURYLGHG

Don Wills ~ Lean Computer Consulting, Inc.
don@leancc.com ~ www.leancc.com ~ (503) 407-5687

Renters’ Rights Hotline • 503-288-0130
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Expectations High for 2009-2010
By Dr. Karen Fischer Gray
Superintendent

Welcome to the 2009-2010
school year of the Parkrose
School District!!
This is always such an exciting time of year! We toured all
of our buildings and they were
all looking shiny and ready for
the kids to arrive. It never
ceases to amaze me how hard
our maintenance and custodial staff work to get our buildings and grounds ready for a
new school year. It is very
impressive!
What can we expect to hap-

pen next year in our wonderful
school district? We can expect
more work on Professional
Learning Communities. This
well researched and effective
framework for education is
about setting and aligning high
standards for all of our students, kindergarten through
twelfth grade. It’s about collecting and analyzing student
generated data and reviewing
best instructional practices to
meet the educational needs of
every student. Professional
Learning Communities are
focused on doing a few things
really well. They are about

working together in collaborations that are interdependent
and have a high impact on student learning.
We can expect to embed the
use of technology into our
teaching and learning in every
school. We want our kids to be
ready for a 21st Century
world. The responsible use of
technology is an integral part
of a modern education.
We can expect to continue
developing and aligning ALL of
our extra curricular and cocurricular opportunities for students such as sports and
music. We will continue work-

ing hard with our Booster parents to raise funds for both of
these important student activities. We will also continue to
actively support art and theater in our school district.
We can expect to have safe
and warm facilities with our
new roofs and new track. We
have added security cameras
to every school for extra safety.
We can expect to expand our
focus on healthy schools.
Each year, Parkrose School
District revises its Wellness
Plan to include more ideas
about teaching our students

how to eat well and get more
exercise to stay fit and develop healthy habits.
We can expect to do more
outreach to our culturally
diverse families to make sure
that they feel welcome and
comfortable in our community
and our schools. We can
expect to continue valuing and
promoting the Parkrose community as the best place to live
and raise children.
Have a great school year,
Parkrose!

IRCO serving and growing in East Portland
By Rowanne Haley

The Immigrant and Refugee
Community Organization, better known as IRCO, moved into
East Portland in 2001 by purchasing and remodeling the old
lumber yard at 103rd and NE
Glisan into an office space and
community center with a total of
2,600 square feet. IRCO
believed it had more than adequate space to see it well into
the future. (In addition, the
agency operated its Asian
Family Center in a rented building at NE 44th and Glisan).
In the intervening years, IRCO

has added numerous programs
as it responded to community
needs. Some highlights include
the addition of African youth
services, the implementation of
six
Schools
Uniting
Neighborhoods
(SUN)
Community Schools, antipoverty services for African and
Asian populations, youth workforce services, early childhood
services to African, Asian and
mainstream families, and IRCO
became Multnomah County's
mid-county provider of services
to seniors.
By 2006, IRCO had already
grown out of its space and pur-

chased and opened the new
IRCO Skills Center on NE
102nd Avenue focusing on
career and vocational training.
Youth academic services
expanded greatly and in 2007
IRCO opened Africa House, a
one-stop service center for
African refugees at SE 85th
and Stark.
Today, operating out of 5 locations, IRCO has again outgrown all of its spaces and has
launched a capital campaign to
purchase a new building in East
Portland. The IRCO Family
Center will house the Asian
Family Center, Africa House, all

children’s and health programs
under one roof.
Services located across multiple sites diminish client
access and service continuity.
Many IRCO clients struggle
with limited understanding of
American language, parenting
and spousal norms, legal
requirements,
educational
systems, health care, and
social and support programs.
Although IRCO provides most
of the services they need, and
frequently in their first language, the difficulties and time
required to travel between
facilities on public transporta-

tion presents a barrier to
accessing those services.
A multicultural IRCO Family
Center will offer ethnic families
in metro Portland culturally and
linguistically competent services for children, youth, family
and health education which
lead to long-term self-sufficiency, social adaptation and successful integration into schools
and society.
For more information, or to
donate, call Rowanne Haley at
503 234-1541.

Wednesday of the month at
6:30 PM in the East Portland
Neighborhood Office at 1017
NE 117th Ave. Food is provided and with one week notice,
childcare and language interpretation will be made available. Lore Wintergreen is the
new EPAP Advocate and she
can
be
reached
at:
503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@ci.portland.or.us.

Together we can make the
identified improvements that
you work for become real. We
have already shown great
success in pursuing EPAP
group prioritized Action Plan
items. Join us so more
improvements can be made to
our neighborhoods.

East Portland Action Plan
ports existing
efforts, while
looking strategically
at
opportunities to
improve livability and at policies to address
some of the
challenges facing
East
Portland. The
Action
Plan
was
convened
$50,000 of East Portland Action Plan funding initiated a Powell Blvd. improvement planning proj- by the City of
ect that was matched by a $330,000 ODOT grant. P o r t l a n d ,
Multnomah
By Karen Gray
County, and now U.S. Senator
EPAP Communications
Jeff Merkley, for the specific
The East Portland Action task of providing “leadership
Plan (EPAP) acknowledges and guidance to public agencommunity strengths and sup- cies and other entities on how

to strategically address community-identified issues and
allocate resources to improve
livability for neighborhoods in
the
East
Portland
Neighborhood Office (EPNO)
coalition area.”
We need YOU to make the
improvements (over 150
action ideas) identified in the
East Portland Action Plan
become real in our community! A copy of the EPAP can be
found at: www.epno.org/documents.htm
Don’t ask what the Action
Plan can do for you; decide
that you will work with us to
make the actions and strategies become a reality. The
East Portland Action Plan
group meets every fourth (4th)

Mill Park Neighborhood
Association asks for
EPA LT2 exemption
By RoseMarie Opp

This community needs to
stand up for the treasure of
our Bull Run Water System,
a gift handed to us from the
work of past generations.
The EPA LT2 rule, which is
concerned with an organism
known as cryptosporidium,
is a one size fits all rule,
essentially for bad water
systems in our country.
Bull Run is in a protected
watershed and does not
have this cryptosporidium
problem. It makes no sense
to indebt citizens to pay millions for a problem that
doesn’t exist. It appears that
special interests that stand
to make money on these
projects lobbied EPA for an
LT2 rule, and that decisions
were made based on poli-
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tics, not on science.
Our system is one of the
best in the world and our
water quality will actually be
degraded and less healthy if
we do not get an exemption
from EPA or from Congress.
We cannot support water
bills increasing 19% yearly.
The costs, debts and
increased water rates will
hurt many citizens and businesses in our community.
The
Mill
Park
Neighborhood Association
joined several groups in writing a letter to Congress for
the LT2 exemption. This is a
complex matter and the
detailed information on the
website www.friendsofreservoirs.org will be helpful and
is frequently updated to
keep you informed.
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happening neighborhoods
Thursday, October 1

Saturday, October 10

East
Portland
Parks
Coalition, 6:30-8:30pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th. Advisory committee. Contact WPNA Chair
Alesia Reese at 503-253-4414
or alesiajmr@yahoo.com.

Shaver
Elementary
Rummage Sale, 9am-3pm,
Shaver Elementary School,
3701 NE 131st Pl. Drop off
donations of clothing, house
wares, kitchen supplies, toys,
books, furniture, etc. Friday,
October 9, 10am-3pm. Call
SUN Site Manager Helen Vank
at 503-408-2892 or helev@metfamily.org.

Friday, October 2
Parkrose
Heights
Community Garden Harvest
Festival, 6:30-8:30pm, NE
111th & Knott. Come help us celebrate our first season in the
neighborhood. Entertainmentdance-food (potluck--bring a
dish to share). Sign up for a
raised bed. Call Pastor Bill
Gates 503 253-7567.

Saturday, October 3
Parkrose
High
School
"Bronco Boosters" Can
Collection,
9am-1pm,
Parkrose Middle School, 11800
NE Shaver. Donations of refundable plastics/cans/bottles to support the PHS Scholarship
Program. Call Dave Luce at
503-255-3745.

Sunday, October 4
Lents International Farmers
Market , 9am-2pm, SE 92nd &
Foster. Lents Int'l Farmers
Market continues every Sunday
until October 25th.

Monday, October 5
Neighborhood Emergency
Team (NET), 6-8pm, Seventhday Adventist Church, 10501 SE
Market. Contact East Portland
Crime Prevention Coordinator
Teri Poppino, 503-823-3305 or
tpoppino@ci.portland.or.us.
Meets on the first Monday of
each month.

Tuesday, October 6
East
Precinct
Citizens
Advisory Committee, 6-8pm,
East Precinct Community
Room, 737 SE 106th. Hosted by
East Precinct Commander Mike
Crebs. Public welcome. Meets
on the second Tuesday of each
month.
Wilkes Community Group,
7-9pm,
Margaret
Scott
Elementary School Library,
14700 NE Sacramento (note
new location & new date).
General meeting. WCG will
now meet on the first Tuesday
of each month in the Margaret
Scott
School
Library.
October’s guest speaker is
State
Representative
Jefferson Smith. Contact Alice
Blatt,
503-253-6247
or
aliceb@pacifier.com.

Wednesday, October 7
East Portland Neighborhood
Organization, 7-9pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th. Call EPNO at
503-823-4550 for info.

Thursday, October 8
Lents
Neighborhood
Association, 6:30-8:30pm,
New Copper Penny, 5932 SE
92nd & Foster. Board meeting.
Contact LNA Chair Damien
Chakwin at 503-282-5819 or
damien@ilovelents.com and
LNA Vice-Chair Wes Wolfe at
503-760-5751
or
weswolfe@uci.net.
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Monday, October 12
Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighborhood Association, 79 pm, Powellhurst Baptist
Church, 3435 SE 112th.
General meeting. Contact
PGNA President Mark White,
503-761-0222
or
markwhite@spiritone.com.
Meets the first Monday each
month except December. Board
will meet at 6pm.

Tuesday, October 13
Centennial
Community
Association, 7-8:50pm, Harold
Oliver Intermediate School,
15840 SE Taylor St, Room 65.
General meeting. Contact CCA
Chair Tom Lewis 503-253-5025
or GAMODATO@aol.com.
Mill Park Neighborhood
Association, 6:30-8:30pm,
Midland Library, 805 SE 122nd.
General meeting. Contact
MPNA Chair RoseMarie Opp at
503-256-4591.

Wednesday, October 14
East Portland Land Use &
Transportation Committee,
6:30-8:30pm, East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th. Contact Linda Bauer at
503-761-2941
or
lbauerpvna@aol.com.

Thursday, October 15
Russell
Neighborhood
Association, 7-9pm, Western
States Chiropractic College,
2900 NE 132nd. General meeting. Call RNA Chair Bonny
McKnight at 503-253-6848 or
bonnymck@comcast.net.
Citywide Landlord Forum,
6:30-8:30pm, East Precinct
Community Room, 737 SE
106th. Call Crime Prevention
Coordinator Rosanne Lee, 503823-3505
or
rosanne.lee@ci.portland.or.us
Topic: Screening: The Good, the
Bad & the Ugly.
Citywide Parks Team, 78:30pm, Portland Building,
Forest Park Conference Room,
13th Floor, 1120 SW 5th.
Contact Linda Robinson at
lrobins@pacifier.com for more
information.

Saturday, October 17
Greening of PowellhurstGilbert,
10:30-11:30am,
Human Solutions Community
Room, 12350 SE Powell.
Contact Dolores Wood at 503760-6773
or
pgna_greening@yahoo.com.
Powellhurst-Gilbert
Outreach and Membership,
11:30am-12:30pm,
Human
Solutions Community Room,
12350 SE Powell. Contact
Shemia Fagan at shemiafagan@gmail.com.
Powellhurst-Gilbert Public

Safety, 1:30-2:30pm, Human
Solutions Community Room,
12350 SE Powell. Contact Tom
Barnes at 503-761-6614 or
omdy12@msn.com.

Hall 17115 SE Foster Road.
General meeting. Contact
PVNA Linda Bauer at 503-7612941 or lbauerpvna@aol.com.

Monday, October 19

Wilkes Community Group, 79pm,
Margaret
Scott
Elementary School Library,
14700 NE Sacramento. General
meeting. Contact Alice Blatt,
503-253-6247 or aliceb@pacifier.com.
East Precinct Citizen's
Advisory Committee, 6-8pm,
East Precinct Community
Room, 737 SE 106th (use side
doors). Hosted by East Precinct
Commander Mike Crebs. Public
welcome.

Hazelwood Neighborhood
Association, 6:30-8:30pm,
East Portland Neighborhood
Office, 1017 NE 117th. Board
meeting.
Contact
HNA
President Arlene Kimura, 503252-9429
or
Arlene.kimura@kraft.com.

Tuesday, October 20
Argay
Neighborhood
Association, 6-7:30pm, Fire
Station #2, 4800 NE 122nd.
Board meeting. Contact Argay
Info 503-256-5579 or argayinfo@yahoo.com.
Parkrose
Heights
Association of Neighbors, 79pm,
Parkrose
United
Methodist Church, 11111 NE
Knott. Board meeting. Contact
PHAN Chair Carol Williams at
503-255-9596 or carolsmailbox@msn.com.
Parkrose
Neighborhood
Association, 7-9pm, Faithful
Savior Ministries, 11100 NE
Skidmore. General meeting.
Contact PNA Chair Mary Walker
at
503-252-2146
or
parkrosephoenix@gmail.com.

Thursday, October 22
Glenfair
Neighborhood
Association, 7-9pm, Open
Arms SDA Church, 15150 NE
Glisan. Board meeting. Contact
GNA Chair David Lister at 360910-2676 or ListerDJ@ah.org.
Woodland
Park
Neighborhood Association,
6:30 -8:30pm, East Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th. Contact WPNA Chair
Alesia Reese at 503-253-4414
or alesiajmr@yahoo.com.

Monday, October 26
Partners for a Safe & Livable
Portland (PSLEP), 6-7:30pm,
East Portland Neighborhood
Office, 1017 NE 117th. Call
Arlene Kimura at 503-252-9429
or arlene.kimura@kraft.com.

Tuesday, October 27
East Portland Action Plan
Communications Sub-committee, 5:30-7:30pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th. Contact Lore
Wintergreen at 503-823-4035 or
lwintergreen@ci.portland.or.us.
Lents
Neighborhood
Association, 7-9pm, Lents
Adventist Church Gym, 8835
SE Woodstock. General meeting. Contact LNA Chair Damien
Chakwin,
503-282-5819,
damien@ilovelents.com, or LNA
Vice-Chair Wes Wolfe, 503-7605751, weswolfe@uci.net. Meets
the fourth Tuesday each month
except December.

Wednesday, October 28
East Portland Action Plan
Committee, 6:30-8:30pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th. Contact Lore
Wintergreen at 503-823-4035 or
lwintergreen@ci.portland.or.us.
Pleasant
Valley
Neighborhood Association, 79pm, Pleasant Valley Grange

Tuesday, November 3

Wednesday, November 4
East Portland Neighborhood
Organization, 7-9pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th Avenue.

Thursday, November 5
East
Portland
Parks
Coalition, 6:30-8:30pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th. Advisory committee. Contact Alesia Reese at
503-253-4414
or
alesiajmr@yahoo.com.

Saturday, November 7
Parkrose
High
School
"Bronco Boosters" Can
Collection,
9am-1pm,
Parkrose Middle School, 11800
NE Shaver. Donations of refundable plastics/cans/bottles to support the PHS Scholarship
Program. Call Dave Luce at
503-255-3745.

or arlene.kimura@kraft.com.

Tuesday, November 17
Argay
Neighborhood
Association, 6-7:30pm, Fire
Station #2, 4800 NE 122nd.
General meeting. Contact
Argay Info 503-256-5579 or
argayinfo@yahoo.com.
Parkrose
Heights
Association of Neighbors,
7-9pm, Parkrose United
Methodist Church, 11111 NE
Knott.
Board
meeting.
Contact PHAN Chair Carol
Williams at 503-255-9596 or
carolsmailbox@msn.com.
Parkrose Neighborhood
Association, 7-9pm, Faithful
Savior Ministries, 11100 NE
Skidmore. General meeting.
Contact PNA Chair Mary Walker
at
503-252-2146
or
parkrosephoenix@gmail.com.

Wednesday, November 18
Gateway Regional Center
Program Advisory Committee
Meeting, 6:30-8pm. East
Portland Community Center,
740 SE 106th Avenue. Regular
bi-monthly advisory committee
meeting. Agenda will be posted
one week prior to the meeting.
Contact Justin Douglas, 503823-4579.

Thursday, November 19

Powellhurst-Gilbert
Neighborhood Association, 79 pm, Powellhurst Baptist
Church, 3435 SE 112th.
General meeting. Contact
PGNA President Mark White,
503-761-0222
or
markwhite@spiritone.com.

Russell
Neighborhood
Association, 7-9pm, Western
States Chiropractic College,
2900 NE 132nd. General meeting. Call Bonny McKnight at
503-253-6848
or
bonnymck@comcast.net.
Citywide Landlord Forum,
6:30- 8:30pm, East Precinct
Community Room, 737 SE
106th. Call Crime Prevention
Coordinator Rosanne Lee, 503823-3505, rosanne.lee@ci.portland.or.us Topic: Changes to the
Landlord Tenant Laws that will
Affect you.

Tuesday, November 10

Tuesday, November 24

Centennial
Community
Association, 7-8:50pm, Harold
Oliver Intermediate School,
15840 SE Taylor St, Room 65.
General meeting. Contact CCA
Chair Tom Lewis 503-253-5025
or GAMODATO@aol.com.
Lents Town Center Urban
Renewal Advisory Committee
Meeting, 7-9pm. Location to be
determined Regular bi-monthly
advisory committee meeting.
Agenda will be posted one week
prior to the meeting. Contact
Sue Lewis, 503-823-3331.

East Portland Action Plan
Communications Sub-committee, 5:30-7:30pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th. Contact Lore
Wintergreen at 503-823-4035 or
lwintergreen@ci.portland.or.us.
Lents
Neighborhood
Association, 7-9pm, Lents
Adventist Church Gym, 8835
SE Woodstock. General meeting. Contact LNA Chair Damien
Chakwin,
503-282-5819,
damien@ilovelents.com, or LNA
Vice-Chair Wes Wolfe, 503-7605751, weswolfe@uci.net.

Monday, November 9

Thursday, November 12
Lents
Neighborhood
Association, 6:30-8:30pm,
New Copper Penny, 5932 SE
92nd & Foster. Board meeting.
Contact LNA Chair Damien
Chakwin at 503-282-5819 or
damien@ilovelents.com and
LNA Vice-Chair Wes Wolfe at
503-760-5751
or
weswolfe@uci.net.

Monday, November 16
Hazelwood Neighborhood
Association, 6:30-8:30pm,
East Portland Neighborhood
Office, 1017 NE 117th. General
meeting. Contact HNA Chair
Arlene Kimura at 503-252-9429

Wednesday, November 25
East Portland Action Plan
Committee, 6:30-8:30pm, East
Portland Neighborhood Office,
1017 NE 117th. Contact Lore
Wintergreen at 503-823-4035 or
lwintergreen@ci.portland.or.us.

Monday, November 30
Partners for a Safe & Livable
Portland (PSLEP), 6:007:30pm,
East
Portland
Neighborhood Office, 1017 NE
117th. Call Arlene Kimura at
503-252-9429 or arlene.kimura@kraft.com.

If you want this paper please call 503-823-4550 or visit our website at www.epno.org

Need a ride? Want to give one?

Glenfair residents make
plans to move forward
By Mike Vander Veen

At a recent workshop,
Glenfair residents developed
projects to improve the community. A welcome from
Glenfair
Elementary
Principal, Shane Bassett,
then Glenfair Neighborhood
Association President, David
Lister started the evening.
Twenty-eight plus neighbors
gathered including local pastors – Monte Robison (Open
Arms
Seventh
Day
Adventist), Dick Rinearson

volunteer in your community,
Project Linkage, a program of
Metropolitan Family Service,
can help meet your need.
Who Project Linkage serves:
Older adults, 60 and up, and
people of all ages who have
disabilities that prevent them
from using other transportation
options. Individuals living on the
east side of the Willamette
River, between the Clackamas
County border to the south, the
Columbia River to the north
and 162nd Ave to the east.
Why volunteer? Project
Linkage, with the help of many

By Bonny McKnight

(Glenfair Church) and Vance
Hays (Parklane Church) –
who are actively working in
partnership with all interested to bring positive change.
Olive Mangas-Larson and
Bette Twiss, active Glenfair
Neighborhood Association
members, helped alongside
Glenfair ESL instructor Chris
Pierce and student teacher
Lauri Alsup.
After the welcome, a brief
introduction to the Portland
continued on page 12

Do you have a few hours a
month to help older adults, or
the desire to assist neighbors to
get what they need for everyday life? Do you need a ride to
get to the doctor or take care of
other things you need to live?
Project Linkage, in cooperation with Ride Connection, now
meets transportation needs for
older adult and disabled residents of mid-county. In order to
do this and do it well, we need
you! Whether you are looking
for transportation resources or
looking for a fabulous way to

volunteers, serves a vital community need by keeping people
independent in their homes and
in their communities. We rely
on volunteers who will drive
their own vehicles and help us
make use of our own fleet. If
you are at least 23 years of
age, have at least 5 years of
driving experience, a good driving record and proof of auto
insurance, please contact
Heather
Pruess,
MFS
Volunteer
Recruiter
at
503.249.8215 ext. 22 or
heatherp@metfamily.org.

East Portland Neighborhoods
Parkrose

Argay

Russell

Neighborhood Association

Neighborhood Association

Mary Walker
503-252-2146
parkrose20@gmail.com

Valerie Curry
503-256-5579
argayinfo@yahoo.com

Neighborhood Association

Carol Williams
503-255-9596
carolsmailbox@msn.com
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7:00pm
Parkrose United Methodist Church
11111 NE Knott Street

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7:00pm
Faithful Savior Ministries
11100 NE Skidmore

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 6:00pm
Fire Station #2, Conference Room
4800 NE 122nd Avenue

Association of Neighbors

05

Woodland Park

Colum

I-2

Neighborhood Association

bia R

Alesia Reese
503-253-4414
alesiajmr@yahoo.com

PNA

Alice Blatt
503-253-6247
aliceb@pacifier.com

WCG

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 7:00pm
Margaret Scott Elementary
School Library
14700 NE Sacramento

148th Avenue

RNA

GNA
142nd Avenue

Next Meeting:
Monday, Oct. 19, 6:30pm
East Portland Neighborhood Office
1017 NE 117th Avenue

HNA

82nd Avenue

Arlene Kimura
503-252-9429
arlene.kimura@kraft.com

Community Group

162nd Avenue

102nd Avenue

I-84

122nd Avenue

PHAN

Neighborhood Association

Wilkes

ANA

WPNA

Hazelwood

Next Meeting:
Thursday, Oct. 15, 7:00pm
Western Chiropractic College,
Hampton Hall
2900 NE 132nd Avenue

iver
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Next Meeting:
Thursday, Oct. 22, 6:30pm
East Portland Neighborhood Office
1017 NE 117th Avenue.

Bonnie McKnight
503-253-6848
bonnymck@comcast.net

MPNA

Halsey Street

Glenfair
Neighborhood Association
David Lister
360-910-2676
listerdj@ah.org

Stark Street

CCA

174th Avenue

Parkrose Heights

Next Meeting:
Thursday, Oct. 22, 7:00pm
Open Arms SDA Church
15150 NE Glisan

Division Street

Powe
ll Bou
levar
d

PGNA
Mill Park

Centennial

Neighborhood Association

Community Association

Rosemarie Opp
503-256-4591

Tom Lewis
503-253-5025
gamodato@aol.com

LNA
112th Avenue

PVNA

d
oa
rR
ste
Fo

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 6:30pm
Midland Library
805 SE 122nd Avenue

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 13, 7:00pm
Harold Oliver Inter. School
15840 SE Taylor St., Room 65

Clatsop Street

Area shared by
adjacent neighborhoods

Lents

Powellhurst/Gilbert

Pleasant Valley

Neighborhood Association

Neighborhood Association

Neighborhood Association

Damien Chakwin
503-282-5819
Damien@ilovelents.com
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 7:00pm
Lents Adventist Church Gym
8835 SE Woodstock Boulevard
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Mark White
503-761-0222
markpdx@spiritone.com

Linda Bauer
503-761-2941
lbauerpvna@aol.om

Next Meeting:
Monday, Oct. 12, 7:00pm
Powellhurst Baptist Church
3435 SE 112th Avenue

Next Meeting:
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 7:00pm
Pleasant Valley Grange Hall
17115 SE Foster Road
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Russell Neighborhood partners
By Bonny McKnight

The first step for any good
group effort is ‘Can we find a
place to meet’?
Russell
Neighborhood
Association partners have – as
always – offered to help.
Western States Chiropractic
College continues to offer meeting space to community volunteer organizations and efforts.
Portland Christian High School
– located immediately adjacent
to Russell Academy – has
offered to explore providing
recreational space for volunteer
sports activities for youth.
Now that generosity has further
developed the meaning of good
neighbor.
Russell Academy for Academic
Excellence
has
provided
evening meeting space for a
variety of groups in the commu-

nity in the past. This year’s
budget has caused the school to
stop that practice because they
cannot provide custodial staff
after school hours.
The result for many groups,
like Neighborhood Associations, youth sports, scouting,
and other real community benefit programs involving lots of
engaged and caring volunteers
is that a place to meet is becoming even tougher.
Another benefit from attending
Russell
Neighborhood
Association meetings.
The tie to our Neighborhood
Association is that both Western
States and Portland Christian
have staff members who meet
with and are part of the Russell
Neighborhood Association. Just
like any good neighbor, we can
all offer to help each other

through the rough times by sharing what we have.
We will continue making even
more effective relationships with
all of the groups and programs
in
our
Neighborhood
Association. Please join us with
ideas of how to use what we
already have around us to benefit more and more of our
shared community.
Russell
Neighborhood
Association meets the 3rd
Thursday of each month, except
December and during the summer. Our meetings are held from
7:00 to 9:00 pm. Our meetings
are generally held in the
Hampton Hall Conference
Room of Western States
Chiropractic College at 2900 NE
132nd. We welcome you to our
meetings. You are part of the
reason we meet.

Check out Argay’s Bean Scene
By Valerie Curry

Sandy Boulevard travelers and Argay residents are enthusiastically welcoming The
Bean Scene espresso drive-thru on NE Sandy
Boulevard & 131st which opened midSeptember. Family-owned and operated by
Sheila Costner and son Jason, the drive-thru
features Longbottom Organic Coffee and is
open Monday through Friday from 6 a.m. to 2
p.m. Another Costner espresso drive-thru is
located at Capital Highway & Taylors Ferry Rd.
Photo by Willilah Mosbrucker

Glenfair residents: continued from page 11
neighborhood system was
given by Mike Vander Veen, an
AmeriCorps member doing
asset based community development (ABCD) out of the East
Portland Neighborhood Office.
Mike then presented the
youth-related results of the
Glenfair community survey.
Over the summer, neighbors
were asked two questions.
First, “What positive activities
already happening in the
Glenfair neighborhood would
you like to see more of?” 33
good things neighbors have
experienced in Glenfair were
shared. Experiences related to
Glenfair Elementary, the SUN
program, local churches, and
the park made up a majority of
the responses.
The second question was,
“What new ideas would you like
to see neighbors working
together on to benefit the entire
community?” 45 youth-related
survey responses were presented in five categories: Safety,
Space for Kids, Play Activities,
Programs,
and
Other
Opportunities.
Neighbors considered the 45
ideas, chose a category, and
formed four groups. Each project groups used an idea development workbook created by
Our United Villages and, at the
close of the workshop, each
group reported on their project,
when they plan to meet again
and what fun element might be
part of that meeting. This meeting included a prize drawing and
candy!
The “Space for Kids” group
wants to turn vacant/undevel-

oped property near
their home into
close, safe, play
areas and put in
sidewalks so their
kids can safely get
to school. The
“Activities” group
wants to start a
Friday Family Fun
Night. The “Other”
group will work on
Photo by Mike Vander Veen
a
community
These Glenfair neighbors formed the
cleanup.
The “Program” group that plans to collect
“Programs” group donated items, pass them on to neighbors
plans to collect in need and hold a rummage sale to benefit
donated
items, Glenfair Elementary.
pass them on to
those in need and hold a rum- in October. Want to know more?
mage sale to benefit the school. Call Mike Vander Veen at 503The next workshop is coming 810-8269.
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Photo by Ann Kracke

Mayor Adams, Commissioner Leonard, Parks Director Zari
Santner, and Water Bureau Administrator David Shaff break
ground for the new Powell Butte reservoir.

New Powell Butte
Reservoir
By Ann Kracke

Prior to groundbreaking and
construction preparation for
Reservoir #2 atop Powell
Butte,
Pleasant
Valley
Neighborhood Association
board members and interested parties (including Friends
of Powell Butte, local residents and Lents business
owners) met twice with representatives from Portland
Water Bureau (PWB) and
Bureau of Environmental
Services (BES). Discussion
centered on concerns regarding detention pond capacity,
erosion control, and storm
water runoff control during the
3-year construction phase.
All of these concerns were
related to the potential for
flooding of Johnson Creek
during the projected 3-year
construction and how standards for meeting potential 2year, 5-year, 25-year, and
100-year flood events would
be met. At the first meeting,

PVNA representatives voted
to appeal the Land Use permit
because of failure to meet
these standards. At a second
meeting with the interested
parties, BES and Water
Bureau engineers provided
additional information and
clarification which demonstrated that the issues and concerns surrounding the flooding
potential had been addressed
as well as they could be. We
felt more reassured after
learning that there will be an
inspector from the City
bureaus overseeing daily construction
activities.
The
inspector(s) will have authority
to stop work if related environmental issues arise.
Therefore, the decision by
PVNA to appeal the Land Use
permit for construction of
Powell Butte Reservoir #2 was
repealed. Groundbreaking ceremonies were held atop Powell
Butte on August 18th.
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